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10 
THE REY. JOHN CROSSE, 


' VICAR OF BRADFORD. 


SIR, 


I Rejoice exceedingly that the emetic. be- 
gins to operate, and hope that a few more 
grains of Trx1M's ipecacuanba will effectually 
do the buſineſs. I could have wiſhed that the 
operation had been more ſpeedy, and your 
ſufferings, on this occaſ' on, leſs acute; but it 
is more difficult to ſeparate a miſer from the 
gold he has hoarded, than to detach a lover 
from the miſtreſs he has embraced: for poſ- 
ſeſſion, which cools the ardour of the one, 
ſerves only to increafe and inflame the n 


of che other. ; 
: 1 25 Yau 
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You judged rightly that a total ſilence, on 
your part, might be conſtrued into a confeſ- 
ſion of guilt, and that, if you ſhould paſs for 
a Knave among your pariſhioners, it would 
prevent their being benefited by your public 
miniſtrations. You have, therefore, preſented 
them with a curious and elaborate work, the 
fruit of much ſtudy and long contideration; 
in which, if aſſertions are to paſs for proofs, 
and texts of fcripture for vouchers of ac- 
counts, it muſt be owned, you make a toler- 
able figure*. You hope, no doubt, that whilſt 
your dear pariſhioners are amuſing themſelves 
with your religious ſentiments, and wender- 
ing at your philanthropy and difinterefted- 
neſs, you may eſcape with /ome part of their | 
Property unobſe rved. 


To 


3:2 Im ee many, and with ſome degree 
of reaſon, that it was unkind in Mr. Croſſe not to- employ 
his Curate in printing his late publication. Beſides, a book 
written by a Clergyman, and printed by a Clergyman, (and 
theſe Cletgymen the two great Luminaries of the Weſt⸗ 
Riding) would have been rather aphznomenon in the lite- 
rary world, and would, no doubt, have been conſidered by 
the Saints as pollefling a ** of divinity which it could 
not 


t 
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To fruſtrate, if poſſible, this ingenious ma- 
nœuvre, and to ſhew what pretenſions you 
have either to the character of an haneſt man, 
or a good chriſtian, I ſhall conſider, as far as 
they merit; the ſeveral articles of your de- 

B 2 353 


not poſſibly receive from the profane hands of a common 
printer, or the laborious ingenuity of Mr. Geo. Nichalſon. 
But ſome perſons, perhaps, think it degrading to the cha- 
rater of a Clergyman to engage in the ſecular occupation 
of a printer. To juſtify Mr. Atkinſon's conduct, in this 
inſtance, I ſhall produce a precedent, which, I will venture 
to affirm, will have more weight with the Vicar of Brad - 
ford than if it was derived from his Grace of Vork, or 
Canterbury, or the whole Bench of Biſhops united. In a 
codicil annexed to Mr, Weſley's will are the fallowing 
words: 
Feb. 5, 1789. 

« T Give my types, PEN preſſes, and every thing per- 

« taining thereto, to Mr. Thomas Rankin and Mr. George 


6 . in duft for the uſe of the conference. 
| 64 JOHN WESLEY.” 


Tux Public cannot ſurely think that what the Maſter 


ſtooped to, without any diſhonour or derogation, can be 


any way diſgraceful to the Diſciple ; and I beg leave to add, 
in defence of Mr. Atkinſon, that I am ſure he would not 
have engaged in this line of buſineſs, if he had not had this 
great and venerable example before his eyes. 


- 


-& XN ADDRESS TO 


fence. I begin with your account of the 
Public Money, becauſe it is of moſt conſe- 
quence to your reputation; and becauſe, if 
you have acted either with falſehood, or du- 
plicity in this buſineſs, the World will judge 
what credit is due to your account of x matters 
leſs lexious amet 1 important. 


You inform the World that in March, laſt 
year, you delivered an account, in which 
you ſtated the money you received at the 
oratorio (clear of all expences) to be fifty-ſix 
pounds, ten ſhillings. I beg leave, Sir, to put 
you in mind, that when you delivered in an 
account, #wwo years before, you declared, in 
that account, that as to the money received 
at the oratorio, you could not tell what you 
received, if you was to die for it.” How 
comes it to paſs, if you did not know what 
money you received in 1788, that you could 
tell to a ſhilling what the ſum was in 1790 *? 

| It 


. In a converſation which TRIM had with one of the 
the Saints, on this buſineſs, having aſked, How it was poſ- 
ſible for Mr. Croſſe to know in 1790 what he knew no- 

thing 
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It requires no ſagacity to diſcover that you in- 
tended to appropriate this money, whatever 
it was, to your own uſe; and you certainly 
would have done it, if you had not been 
called upon by me, from time to time, to act 
honeſtly, and do juſtice to your dear pariſhion- 
ers. But now, after a ſtruggle of five years, 
dreading the indignation of the Public, and 
afraid, as you intimate, of paſſing for a Knave, 
you come forwards with an offer of fifty-ſix 
pounds. But what proofs do you produce of 
this being the whole ſum you received? Not a 
ſingle proof or voucher of any kind has been 
produced; but, inſtead of theſe, you gravely 
tell us, © that, in matters of truſt, we muſt 


depend on the honour and honeſty of the per- 
ſon employed.” | 


WA, 


thing of in 1788, when he was much nearer the tranſac- 
tion alluded to, he replied, with much gravity, © That he 
ſuppoſed it was revealed to him in a dream, or viſion of the 
night.” This may do for Billy Oliver or Mr. John Rand; 
but men of ſenſe will require ſomething more ſubſtantial 


than dreams and viſions in proof of the truth and accuracy 
of accounts. 
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Wrar, Sir, when a man ſtands cdnvicted, 
by his own written declaration, of a wilful 
and deliberate falſehood, for the purpoſe of 
converting to his awn uſe a ſum of money, 
which he has no right to, are we to ſuppoſe 
that either his Bonour or his honeſty will re- 
ſtrain him, when in danger of loſing the 
whole, from having recourſe to the ſame ho- 
nourable means to preſerve a part? In mat- 
ters of meum and luum, a good man would not 
wiſh the Public to rely either on his honour, 
or his honeſty, but will take care, unſolicited, 
to provide vouchers for every ſhilling he has 
received, or expended. Had you intended, 
ab initio, to have acted honourably in this 
tranſaction, inſtead of receiving the money 
yourſelf, you would have ſelected proper per- 
ſons for this purpoſe, who would have been, 
at the ſame time, vouchers for your integrity, 
and, if neceſſary, defenders of your reputa- 
tion a f. And, now, if you had wiſhed to 

preſerve 


+ It was, undoubtedly, prudent in the Vicar, to receive 
the money himſelf, as it obliged his dear pariſhioners to rely 
intirely on his honour and honeſty, or, what is much the 


ſame, 


— . PRPY RY 3 


in 


THE REV. JOHN CROSSE. 7 


preſerve even the appearance of honeſty, you 
would have ſtated the number of tickets diſ- 
poſed of, the money received at the door, and 
the ſums paid to the feveral performers. 
Bur, Sir, it is not only from the total diſre- 
gard of truth you have manifeſted in this buſi- 
neſs, and which ſtands recorded in the pariſh 
regiſter, but from the nature of the tranſac- 
tion itſelf that I doubt the accuracy of your 
laſt account, Soon after you delivered in your. 
firſt account to the pariſh, in which you de- 
clared, * that you could not tell what money 
you received, on this occaſion, if you was to 
die for it, (which was conſidered as an inti- 
mation that you meant to keep every falling 
of it yourſelf) I ſubmitted the following ſtate- 
ment to the Public. has 


«Tar 


ſame, his benevolence and liberality. Beſides, he forefauy 
that, if he ſhould, at any time, be compelled to part with 
this money, by this manceuvre he ſhould throw the game 
into his on hands, and might play it in what: e 


with what dexterity he pleaſed. 


* AN ADDRESS TO 


«THE number of tickets diſpoſed of at the 
 ______oratorio was as follows: | 
5oo at three ſhillings eck J 75 
oo at two ſhillings —— - = L£5o 
Money taken at the door, from at} 
leaſt 300 perſons, at two ſhillings Co 


each, (though many of them paid 
three) 


© Tax ſum received was therefore probably 
about ( 155— The intereſt of this, for three 
years, ending May 1, 1789, is £ 23—which 
is more than was paid to the performers. | T 
c Ir 


t Tux Vicar's conduct in deducting from the allowance 
due to Miſs Wrigley, and the other members of this vocal 
and reſpectable corps, puts me in mind of the conduct of 
Wartenberg, who was a Colonel in the Pruffian ſervice, in 
the reign of the late King.— He had cloathing made up for 
a regiment of foot, without having milled the cloth. The 
coats were, in conſequence, ſo tight that they would ſcarcely 
button on the men. The firſt day they were worn by the 
regiment, there happened a heavy ſhower. The Quarter- 
Maſter ſaid that if the ſoldiers pulled off their regimentals, 
they never could put them on again. Accordingly they 


| were commanded to lie all night in their cloaths, and dry 
them on their backs. Truth obliges me to add, that ſome 
: Engliſh 
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«TT appears from hence, that the Vicar has 
in his hands, ariſing from the oratorio, above 
one hundred and fifty pounds, deſigned by the 
neighbouring Gentlemen and Inhabitants of 
Bradford to raiſe a ſum for the ſupport of an 
Organiſt.“ 


As the account of tickets was received from 
the printer, and the number of perſons who 
attended was generally eſtimated at 1500, 
| (though ſtated above at only 1 300) this ſtate- 
ment may be conſidered as tolerably exact; 
or, at leaſt, cannot be looked upon as 100 high. 
But why, Sir, have you, at laſt, fixed on_#if7y- 
fix pounds as the ſum received? As you pro- 
feſſed to know nothing of the ſum received, 
ſoon after the tranſaction, (when every cir- 
cumſtance relative to it muſt have been freſh 
in your remembrance) you certainly was at 

| C liberty, 
Engliſh Colonels have not been much inferior in ingenuity 
to Wartenberg, on a ſimilar occaſion ; but it is to be hoped 
that the time is approaching, when our ſoldiers will no 
longer reſemble fighting-cocks, cloſe cut, and trimmed for 
battle, but have the comfort, in common with the reſt of 


| * Majeſty's ſubjeQs, of having @ whole coat on their backs. 
Menoires de la Cour de Berlin. 


a a. as. 2 
— go Pres 4 — PII pay 
r 
3343 


IO AN ADDRESS ro 


liberty, ſome years after, to mention any ſum 
which either your intereſt, or ingenuity might 
ſuggeſt. But it would have been more de- 
cent, and have carried with it a greater ap- 
Pearance of probability, to have approached, 
in ſome degree, towards the truth. But you 
have heard, no doubt, of a certain ſteward, 
who, owing his maſter a hundred buſhels of 
wheat, was eaſily prevailed on to take his bill, 
and write four/core. You, Sir, have improved 
on this inſtance of integrity, not only by 
taking a ſtep of the ſame kind unſolicited, but 
by reducing the hundred, by a more inge- 
nious calculation, to fifty. * . 


Bor did you really deliver in the account 
alluded to, March 19, 1790 ? I have inquired 
. e 


. THe Vicar has taken for his motto the following lines 
of Pope: | | 5 | 
„What right, what true, what fit we juſtly call, 
« This, this is all my care; for this is all.“ 


Ta1s puts me in mind of the conduct of the late King 
of Pruſſia, who, after the diſmemberment of Poland, ſet up 
the Pruſſian arms to denote the limits of the frontiers, with 
his motto, 'Suum cuique ; to which the Poles not improperly 
added rapuit. 


2 * 32 $7 : 
3 


THE REV. JOHN CROSSE. 11 


of ſeveral perſons, who pay attention to pariſh 
matters, but cannot find one who ever heard 
of this account, till they ſaw it aliuded to in 
your late publication. Mr. Stead, the church- 
warden, declares that he knows nothing of it, 
but ſays that you have paid ſome money into 
Mr. Tetley's hands, but he Knows not how 

much, or on what account. f 


Is this, Sir, a fair, decent, or honourable 
method of tranſacting buſineſs? If you had 
any account to ſettle with the pariſh, ought 
not a meeting to have been called expreſsly 
for that purpoſe? . And; if influenced either 
by the ſuggeſtions of your conſcience, or the 
more availing fear of paſling for a Knave, you 
were diſpoſed, at laſt, to reſtore any part of 
the Public Money, would it not have been 
prudent, as well as praiſe-worthy, to have let 
your penitence and reſtitution been as public 
and notorious as your crime? From this cir- 
cumſtance, as well as the account itſelf, I can- 
not believe that it was delivered and examined 
at the time mentioned. Beſides, Sir, it con- 
ſits only of an extract from the former ac- 

"3 2 count 
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count of 1788, with the additional article of 
the oratorio; and 1 cannot think that you 
would, a ſecond time, deliver in the ſame ac- 
count, and get this account, a ſecond time, in- 
ſerted in the pariſh book, for the mean and 
diſhonourable purpoſe of foiſting in an article 
you were aſhamed of, as privately as poſſible, 
But Mr. Croſſe's method of doing buſineſs 
with the pariſh is ſo new and ingenious, and 
ſo different from that of his worthy prede- 
ceſfor, that there is no judging, from precedent 
or example, either what he has done, or what 
he 1s capable of doing, to promote his own 
ſelfiſh and intereſted views. 


To give the World ſome idea of his inge- 
nuity in this line, I ſhall take a retroſpect of 
his conduct, as far as regards the ſeveral ac- 
counts which he has, from time to time, laid 
before the Public. 


IN 1787, after repeated ſolicitation, and 
with much reluctance, he delivered in his firſt 
account, which was my by the Pariſh, aſ- 
| 9 ſembled 
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ſembled in veſtry, to be unintelligible, as well 
as unſatisfaftory. | 


Tunis had not a very fair or honourable 
appearance. But, what was worſe, when ſo- 
licited, he would not attend the meeting to 
explain, or juſtify the accuracy of his ac- 
counts. His anſwer to the reſpectable per- 
| ſonages who honoured the meeting with their 
preſence, was, That he did not chooſe. to 
attend, as he was afraid of being in/ulted.”* 


THERE were, however, no grounds for ſuch - 
an apprehenſion ; but his conſcience, it ſeems, 
had whiſpered to him what he merited, and 
he was afraid of being treated according to 
his deſerts. He attended, however, a dele- 
gation from this meeting, in the evening; and 
it was then agreed, as his accounts were both 
unintelligible and unſatisfactory, and no bet- 
ter terms could be made with him, 


1, That the A ien tn the ergitite arias 


much of it as he could get, ſhould be paid to 
Mr, Crofſe, | 
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2. That the ſaid Mr. Croſſe ſhould pay into 
the hands of the Governors of Bradford School 
the clear ſum of Foo to be placed out at inte- 
reſt, or applied in ſuch manner as they ſhall di- 
rect, for a Jalary for the Organi/t. 


3. That an Organift ſhall be choſen by a ma- 
Jority of the ſaid Governors, Gc. 


Mx. Cxossk appears offended at my call- 
ing theſe propoſals hit, and defies me to pro- 
duce them in his own hand-writing. But the 
truth is, I never called them his, but copied 
them verbatim from a paper, in Mr. Jowett's 
hand-writing, beginning with the following 
words: Mr. Crofſe's propoſals to the Gentle- 
men, c. are as follows ; which, if approved 
| of,” are defired to be ſigned * _ as he has 
done. -— 


THAT theſe 3 were made by Mr. 
Crofle, were written conformably to his direc- 
tion, and were aſſented to by him, after they 
were committed to paper, I was aſſured by 
Mr. Jowett, at ths time; and this has ſince 

been 
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been confirmed to me by ſeveral other reſpect- 
able characters, who were preſent at that 
meeting, againſt whoſe teſtimony neither the 
aſſertion or piety of the Vicar of Bradford 


will have any weight in the eſtimation of man- 
kind. | 


I BEG leave, Sir, to put you in mind, that 
the only reaſon why theſe propoſals were not 
ſigned by you and the company, at the meet- 
ing alluded to, was that the day was drawing 
to a concluſion; that ſome Gentlemen were at 
a diſtance from home; and that it was thought 
proper that the propoſals ſhould be fairly co- 
pied, before they were ſubſcribed. The next 
morning Mr. Jowett waited on you with a 
copy, which you refuſed to ſign, declaring 
that you had thought better of it; that you 
never would part with the money, but would 
bequeath it, by will, to your ſucceſſor. This 
is the account I received, a few days after, 
from that Gentleman, and this is the ac- 
count you yourſelf gave of this tranſaction, 
at the time; but it ſeems, as in the matter 
of the oratorio, you can give a better ac- 

count 
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count of a tranſaction, ſome years after it 
has happened, than when the circumſtances 
attending it are freſh in your remembrance. 


I BEG leave too, Sir, to put you in mind 
that, upon your refuſal to adhere to theſe pro- 
poſals, the Gentlemen alluded to, deliberated 
whether they ſhould apply to the Court of 
Chancery for redreſs. But though the act of 
injuſtice was flagrant, they conſidered it as an 
object too trifling for the conſideration of that 
court, and were afraid, perhaps, not without 
reaſon, that the remedy might arrive too late 
for the diſeaſe. Beſides, they were in hopes 
that the general' indignation which your con- 
duct had excited, and the infamy that would 
inevitably attend it, would bring you back, in 
a ſhort time, to'the path of equity and juſtice, 
which you had quitted. But it will give the 
World no very favourable opinion of the pre- 
ſent Vicar of Bradford, that Gentlemen in the 
neighbourhood, of the higheſt character for 
integrity and honour, had it in contemplation 
to apply to a court of juſtice to compel this 

Clergyman 
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Clergyman to execute the truſt repoſed in him 
with fidelity and truth. 


To my complaint © That the Vicar ob- 
ſerved that part of the agreement, which ſuited 
his own ſelfiſh purpoſe of producing only 
{500”—he replies, How could it ſuit my 
ſelfiſh purpoſe to give up near Z 100 and ha- 
zard the diſpleaſure of ſome of the principal 
families in the neighbourhood ?'?—But, Sir, 
you never intended to give up this hundred, 
or rather fourſcore pounds, but have regu- 
larly claimed them as your own; and, in ſup- 
port of this claim, you ſay in your letter to 
me, in 1789, That the Gentlemen were 
unanimous in their opinion, that if vou ad- 
vanced £500 as a fund for the Organiſt, you 
ought to have the reſiduum to helg you to- 
wards repairing the vicarage; and, moreover, 
you were to receive the remaining ſubſerip- 
tions, but theſe you have not yet received to 
the amount of near ( 80.“ 


* Sex Letter to the Author of Remarks, p. 3 
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Here, Sir, you ground your claim to this 
money on the very propoſals which, you ſay, 
you never agreed to, but which, in reality, 
you had aſſented to, and violated, two years 
before. Was I not, then, juſtified in ſaying, 
i That you obſerved that part of the agree- 
ment which ſuited your own ſelfiſh purpoſe of 
producing only { 500; and that having, on 
your part, broken the covenant which gave 
you the overplus, you had no claim, either in 
law or equity, to the receipt of this ſum?” 


Bur, Sir, in your note, p. 15, you tell us, 
« That, according to the propoſals, the ſub- 
ſcriptions to the organ unpaid, together with 
all the money that remained over and above 
the (oo from the ſale of pews and the ora- 
torio, was to be given to the Vicar,” 


HERE are two groſs and wilful miſrepre- 
ſentations. To prove this, and to fave the 
Reader the trouble of turning to it, I — 
8 the article alluded to. 


© THAT 


THE REV. JOHN CROSSE. 19 


« THAT the ſubſcription to the organ, or 
as much of it as he can get, ſhall be paid to 
Mr. Croſſe. That the ſaid Mr. Croſſe ſhall 
pay into the hands of the Governors of 
Bradford School the clear ſum of £ 500, to 
be placed out at intereſt, or applied in ſuch 
manner as they ſhall direct, for a ſalary for 
the Organiſt.“ 


Tux Public will obſerve that no mention is 
here made of the oratorio, and that not a ſyl- 
lable is ſaid of the Vicar's having the money 
that remained over and above the £500 from 
the /ale of perws. As the money ariſing from 
the ſale of pews was (742, if the Vicar had 
been allowed to pay in only Z500 of this mo- 
ney, he would have gained, from this ſingle 
article, for his own uſe, the ſum of /wo hun- 
dred and forty-two pounds, 


Bor the Gentlemen who conducted this 
buſineſs, however liberal and indulgent they 
were to him, were not ſo deſtitute of under- 
ſtanding, or ſo regardleſs of the intereſts of 
the pariſh, as to aſſent to propoſals ſo flagrantly 

1 - ſelfiſh 


N Fd 
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ſelfiſh and unjuſt. However, it appears, from 
the Vicar's account of his own ideas and his 
own views, that he did not mean to be con- 
tent with the unpaid ſubſcriptions, ( four/core 
pounds) which was all the Gentlemen, al- 
luded to, meant to give him, (and to which 
he had no kind of claim) but actually deſigned, 
under cover of theſe propoſals, to appropriate 
to his own uſe all the money ariſing from the 
oxatorio, (above ( 100, if honeſtly accounted 
for) and Z 242 out of the ſum ariſing from the 
ſale of ſeats, together with the (80 above. 
mentioned j in all, above four hundred pounds. 


* MORE ſelfiſh and iniquitous fcheme .is 
not, perhaps, to be found in the kingdom, 
in the whole range of mean, little, parochial 
politics; and, it is to be hoped, for the ho- 
nour of religion, never before originated in 
the heart of a Chriſtian Miniſter. T 
Bur, 


4 I CANNOT help obſerving how different Mr. Crofle is 
from the great and good man, whoſe diſciple he profeſſes to 
be: for if John Weſley poſſeſſed a ſingle virtue or good 


quality, it was difintereſtedneſs, or contempt of wealth, But 
this 
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Bur, Sir, however laviſh I may be of cen- 
ſure, where it is merited, I fhall conceal no- 
thing that does honour either to your inte- 
grity or underſtanding. I acknowledge, with 
pleaſure, that the following year, (1788) af- 

ter the Gentlemen alluded to had made re- 
peated applications to you by their Attorney, 
you appointed another day for the delivery 
and examination of your accounts. Lou con- 
deſcended to attend, that day, in propria per- 
/ona, and you appeared at the bar of the Pub- 
lic without any degree either of apprebenſion 
or anxiety. It was an awful ſpectacle to ſee 
the Miniſter of Gop, like the Miniſter of 
George the Third, ſurrounded by his majo- 
rity, determined, before-hand, to 3 his 
conduct, and vote his reloſutonne. 


Bur 


this may, in ſome degree, be accounted for. It was a maxim 
with- John (and, no doubt, like his other maxims, founded 
in truth and chriſtianity) © That no man could grow in 
grace without fa/ting and early riſing.” — Mr. Crofle, I am 
told, does neither; and, therefore, cannot be expected ta 
reach that height of virtue and moral RRM which di- 
ſtinguiſned his divine maſter. 


See Memoirs of Weſley, * J. Hampſon. 
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Bor was it, Sir, either honourable, decent, 
or grateful to collect a body of rude, illiterate 
manufacturers to inſult, out- number, and out- 
vote thoſe reſpectable perſonages whoſe libe- 
rality you had experienced, and whoſe unme- 
rited indulgence to you, you have repeatedly 
acknowledged? Beſides, theſe men had little 
or no concern in the buſineſs. The majority 
of them had been ſubſcribers only of a few 
ſhillings, and many of them were no ſub- 
ſeribers at all. Of their underſtanding and 
ideas of juſtice we may form a tolerable no- 

tion from their acquieſcing in the Vicar's de- 
claration, That as for the money received 
at the oratorio, he could not tell what it was, 
if he was to die for it.” His ſubſequent de- 
- claration, two years after, That the money 
received, on that occaſion, was exactly fifty- 
ſix pounds ten ſhillings,” proclaims to all the 
World the folly and ſtupidity of theſe men. 
He prevailed on them, in the firſt inſtance, to 
ſwallow a lye; and, in the ſecond, has exhi- 
bited them to the Public as objects of deriſion 
and contempt, for ſanctioning accounts which | 

s had 


WP: 
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bid neither reaſon, juſtice, or common ho- 
neſty to recommend them. 


Bor, Sir, you tell us, in your pamphlet, 
with ſome degree of ſelf-complacency, that 
theſe accounts had been entered on the pariſh 
books ſeveral days before the meeting. Is not 
this is a circumſtance (if an additional one 
was wanting) that tends to awaken ſuſpicion 
of ſomething unfair and diſhonourable? It is 
cuſtomary, I believe, in every pariſh in the 
kingdom, and, I am informed, that before 
you came to Bradford with your innovations 
and ſelfiſh projects, it was uſual there, to in- 
troduce pariſh accounts upon ſeparate and de- 
tached papers; and, after examination, if ap- 
proved of, to have them tranſcribed and en- 
tered on the pariſh book. But you, Sir, with 
that low cunning which directs all your mea- 
ſures, ſtole a march on this occaſion, and got 
your accounts recorded before they had been 
examined. In this inſtance, the Miniſter of 
Bradford church did a deed which the Mini- 
ſter of St. Stephen's chapel, with all his om- 
nipotence, has not * ventured to attempt. 

He 
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He permits his congregation, or, if you will 


the aſſembly which he rules, to ſcrutinize his 
accounts pro forma, and does not conſider 
them as paſt, or preſume to enter them on 
the journals, till they have received, at leaſt, 
in appearance, the ſeal of their approbation 


and afſent. 1 


1 OBSERVE, 


t Tur Reader will, 3 aſk why the Vicar, who 
was ſure of a majority on this occafion, ſhould, without any 
cauſe or neceſſity whatever, get his accounts, ſome days be- 


fore, entered on the pariſh book? To this I can only an- 


ſwer, that this Gentleman, in his purſuit of wealth, has ap- 
peared, on many occaſions, to be led more by ixſtinct than 
by any kind of ingenuity, or reaſon.— Apropos of inſtinct: 
Mr. Bailly, (the well-known Mayor of Paris) in his Me- 
moirs juſt publiſhed, mentions an inſtance of the ſagacity 
of a monkey, well deſerving the attention of the Reader. 
« Some walnuts being placed within the ſight, but beyond 
the reach of this animal, after ſeveral fruitleſs attempts to 
get at them, he ſnatched a napkin from a ſervant, who hap- 
pened to paſs by him, and, with this, ſwept them forward 
till they were within bis reach. His contrivance to crack 


them, by letting a ſtane fall on them, as they lay on the 


ground, indicated no ſmall degree of iagenuity. One day 
this contrivance failed him : it had rained, and, the ground 
being ſoft, the walnuts ſunk into it ; but the ſagacious ani- 
mal ſoon removed this obſtacle, by laying a piece of tile un- 

: der 
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I OBSERVE, Sir, that you ſtate the benefac- 
tions to the organ, in 1791, to amount ex- 
actly to the ſum you gave in in 1788. What, 
Sir, has not a ſingle ſubſcription been received 
in this period? Out of the ſeveral ſubſcribers, 
whoſe names ſtand pledged for above ſourſcore 
Pounds, was there not one who would truſt the 
Vicar of Bradford with his money? They 
were afraid, it ſeems, that, in his next account, 
he might declare, that, with reſpect to theſe 
ſums alſo, © he could not tell what they were, 
if be was to die for it; and they knew, from 
experience, if he made this declaration, that 
the Wiſe Men of Gotham would receive the 
voice of the Vicar as the voice of chriſtianity 
and truth f. And fo, Sir, becauſe you cannot, 

+. | after 
der the nut. I will not compliment Mr. Bailly s monkey 
with the reaſon and underſtanding of a man ; but I could 


point out many inſtances in which the Vicar of Bradford, 


though equally „ has diſcovered much leſs thought 
and 93 g | 


I + That the Organiſt, however, might be no loſer by the 

Vicar's miſconduct, ſeveral of the reſpectable perſonages 
who have, hitherto, withheld their ſubſcriptions, becauſe 
they did not chooſe to pay them to Mr. Croſſe, have regu- 


larly 
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after waiting above fix years, get into your 
hands theſe fourſcore pounds, you gravely 
tell us, that you do not wiſh for any part of 
it. The grapes, it ſeems, are become ſour, 
_ becauſe the old fox, in a ſtate of weakneſs 
and debility, cannot reach them. 


I rooxk the liberty to obſerve, ( Remarks, 
5. 44) © That when the Vicar, at a veſtry- 
meeting, ſignified his intention to apply for a 
faculty to enable him to build and diſpoſe of 
the galleries, it was ſuggeſted by ſome Gen- 
tlemen preſent, that it would be proper to 
apply for the faculty in the names of the prin- 
cipal ſubſcribers, as well as his own; that the 
Vicar acknowledged the propriety of the re- 
mark, and promiſed to do it; and, as an ear- 
neſt of his ſincerity on this occaſion, took 
down the names of the ſubſcribers recom- 
mended; that, notwithſtanding this declara- 
tion, in the face of the pariſh, and in the 


houſe 


larly paid the intereſt of theſe ſums to the former. It is 
not in the power either of Ta1M's enmity or ingenuity to 
produce any thing more injurious to Mr. Croſſe's character 
and good name than this plain matter of fact. 
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houſe of Gop, he afterwards omitted the 
names of the ſubſcribers, and procured a fa- 
culty in his own.” 


To this the Vicar replies, © That I pro- 
cured the faculty, at laſt, in my own name 
alone, is true, but not without giving the pa- 
riſh legal notice of my intention.” The latter 
part of this aſſertion is not true; for, though 
the Vicar did give legal notice of his inten- 
tion to apply for a faculty, yet no mention 
was made, in that notice, of his intention to 
apply for it in his own name only *, He ſeems 
E 2 ä conſcious 


* NoTWITHSTANDING the Vicar's declaration to the 


contrary, I ſuſpect that, in this inſtance, he did keep his 
word, and that he actually procured the faculty, at firſt, in 
the names of the Gentlemen alluded to; but finding that, 
under this faculty, he could not detain the money in his 
hands, as Mr. Hodſden, Mr. Duffield, &c. (whoſe names 
were in it) would not concur with him in any thing that 
was either diſhoneſt or diſhonourable, he laid aſide this fa- 
culty, and procured another in his own name only. That 
this was really the caſe, I judge from the circumſtance of 
his procuring two faculties for the firſt gallery, from the low 
cunning that has marked his conduct in every ſtage of this 
buſineſs, and from his unwillingneſs to let the faculty al- 

| luded 
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conſcious of his miſconduct, in this inſtance, 
by adding, That, in all public tranſactions, 
the end is principally to be conſidered.” His 
end, in all public tranſactions, has been mo- 
ney; and, it muſt be owned, that, if he could 
gain his end, he was always perfectly indif- 
ferent about the means. But a good man will 
regard the means, as well as the end, and will 
never wiſh to arrive at the latter, but by the 
road of honour and integrity. 


SepEtAKxING of his treachery and broken 
promiſe in this inſtance, I obſerved, © That 
it 


luded to, be ſeen. I applied to him, in civil terms, for a 
peruſal of it, but did not ſucceed ; though, as a common 
pariſhioner, I had a right to know why the public money 
was expended in procuring three faculties to build two gal- 
leries. But this good man, who will not indulge his dear 
pariſhioners with any uſeful, or neceſſary information; by 
way of providing a tub for the whale, is laviſh of ſuch com- 
munication as is either uſeleſs, or nugatory : for, in his let- 
ter to Mr. Hardy, by way of ſupplement to his pamphlet, he 
fays, ! That the two firſt facuities coſt 261. 78. and adds, 
4 That theſe faculties coſt the more, as it was found neceſ- 
ſacy to have three Spiritual Court Gentlemen to view the 
church.“ Yet, it appears, from his accounts, that the 

other, 
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it gave him the uncontrouled poſſeſſion of 
above ſeven hundred pounds, which he could 
manage as he pleaſed, diſpoſe of as he pleaſed, 
and account for as he thought proper.“ The 
Vicar, alluding to this paſlage, ſays, That I 
have brought him in debtor to the pariſh above 
£700.” The Reader will obſerve that this 
good man is here, as uſual, dealing in falſe- 
hood, for I made no ſuch declaration. My 


words 


other, the third faculty, coſt as much as either of theſe ; 
for the ſum ſtated is 131. 3s. 6d. which the Reader will ob- 
ſerve is exactly the one half of the ſum mentioned above. 

He had the modeſty to requeſt Mr. Hardy to communicate 
this letter to ſuch perſons as entertained doubts about the 
accuracy of the account ſtated in his publication. But 
would any man but the Vicar of Bradford, who, from ſel- 
fiih motives, will ſtoop to any meanneſs, have requeſted 
the Author of the QUERIES, who, he knows, regards 
him as a Hypocrite and a Knave, to circulate a paper for 
the honourable purpoſe of throwing duſt into the eyes of his 
felow-citizens, and of making him paſs for an hone/? Man? 
As the Queries, alluded to, are written with much elegance 
and ſpirit, and do honour to the ſagacity of the Author, who 
diſcovered, ſoon after his appearance at Bradford, the diſpo- 
ſtion of the worthy Vicar, and benevolently admoniſhed 
the | inhabitants-to be on their guard againſt his avaricious 


and ſelfiſh deſigns, they are giren in the ArPENDIx for the 
conſideration of the Public, 
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words were, that the manceuvre alluded to 
« pave him the uncontrouled poſſeſſion of that 
fum; which was ſtrictly true, as the money 
alluded to amounted, according to his own 
account, to 7421. 28. | 


Taz Vicar aſſerts, p. 17, © That he never 
did propoſe to the Organiſt to take the ſum of 
fifteen pounds for five years,” and produces a 
certificate ſigned by Mr. Speight, to prove 
that ſuch propoſal was never made. 


Mg. S. has been aſked if he ſigned the pa- 
per alluded to; to which he replied, © That 
he does not think he ever did; but, if he did, 
he was certainly drunk at the time.“ Of the 
latter part of this declaration the Public will, 
perhaps, entertain no doubt; but they will 
judge what degree of credit is due to the teſti- 
mony of ſuch a man, in ſuch a ſituation. But 
I allow Mr. Croſſe to make what uſe he pleaſes 
of Mr. Speight's drunkenneſs, or civility, and 
ſhall proceed to ſtate my reaſons for believing 
that he actually made the above declaration. 
AT 
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Ar the veſtry-meeting, March 19, 1788, 
Mr. Jowett mentioned this propoſal, in the 
preſence of the Vicar, who did not contradict 
it. Mr. Jarratt, indeed, who on that occaſion 
ſupplied the place of Mr. Liſter, and was Mr. 
Croſſe's advocate, with ſome warmth deſired 
to know what authority he had for this de- 
claration ; and, on Mr. Jowett's ſilence, po- 
litely intimated that he was the inventor of 
this calumny. Mr. Jowett bore with patience 
this ungenerous and ungrateful treatment 
from Mr. Jarratt, being unwilling, from a prin- 
ciple of benevolence, to mention the Organiſt, 
who, he thought, might hereafter be puniſhed 
by the Vicar for divulging an article of this 
ſecret treaty. A few days after, being at Mr. 
Hird's, Mr. Jowett complained of the unkind 
treatment he had experienced, on this occa- 
ſion, from Mr. Jarratt, which he had the leſs 
reaſon to expect, on account of the many 
good offices he had done that Gentleman and 
his connections. Mr. Hird replied, that Mr. 
Jarrat had told him that Mr. Jowett had the 
information, alluded to, from Mr. Baldwyn, 
who, he (Mr. Jarratt) made no doubt was the 

inventor 
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inventor of the whole ſtory. On this account, 
as an act of juſtice to Mr. Baldwyn (who had 
not at that time even heard of the tranſaction) 
Mr. Jowett, with that frankneſs and plain 
dealing, which characterized one of the beſt 
of men, mentioned in confidence to Mr. Hird 
the name of the Gentleman who had received 
the information from Mr. Sperght bimſelſ, and 
had communicated it to him. For the truth 
of this narrative I appeal to Mr. Hird, who, 
I make no doubt, will think with me, that 
the name of the reſpectable character, who 
gave Mr. Jowett this information, if known, 
would have much more weight with the Pub- 
lic, than either the aſſertion of the Vicar of 
Bradford, or the certificate of his drunken de- 
bo a * 


Bo FT, 


' * 1 xc leave to put the Public in mind that Mr. Speight's 
certificate is dated March 20, 1788, (the day after the 
pariſh-meeting alluded to) whereas I did not allude to this 
tranſaction till June 17905 ſo that it is evident Mr. Croſſe 
procured the certificate, in conſequence of the obſervation 
made at the meeting, and not in conſequence of my pam- 
phlet, which did not appear till two years after; yet, with 
that candour and regard for truth, for which he is famed, he 

| attributes 
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Bor, in ſpeaking of the Vicar's propoſal 
to Mr. Speight, I added, That I knew not 
how far this treaty had been carried into exe- 
cution, but I knew it to be a fact, that, for 
three years, terminating in 1790, the Organiſt 
had received, annually, no more than fifteen 
 Founds.”” The Vicar has not thought proper 
to eontradict this affertion, though it tends 


F . much 


attributes. the ſtory of Mr. Speight's declaration to me. I 
hope Mr. Hird will excuſe me for taking the liberty of in- 
troducing his name, on this occaſion, which a proper re- 
gard to my own character made neceſſary. I really reſpect 
Mr. Hird as 4 worthy and amiable man, who has too 
much ſpirit to do an act of meanneſs himſelf, and too much 
good ſenſe to approve of it in another. I ſincerely wiſh 1 
could pay the ſame compliment, with the ſame truth, to his 
worthy partner, Mr. Jarratt, who is one of thoſe wiſe men, 
who think of the Vicar of the pariſh, as good ſubjects do of 
their king—That he can do no wrong ; and, therefore, what- 
ever is his conduct, is always prepared to acquieſce in, and 
approve it, When Mr. Croſſe in 1788 declared, That 
he could not tell what money he received from the oratorio, 
if he was to die for it, Mr. Jarratt believed bim. When 
he affirmed, in 1791, That this money amounted exactiy 
to fifty-ſix pounds ten ſhillings,” Mr. Jarratt believed him. 
Bleſſed with ſuch a portion of faith as this, this good man 
is as well qualified to be a diſciple of Mahomet as of John 
Weſley. 
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much to confirm the opinion of the ſecret 
treaty. If he wiſhed to avoid the imputation 
of fraud and diſhonefty, in this inſtance, did it 
not become him to ſtate to the Public, why 
no better ſalary was allowed to the — 
during this — | 


Tus land, which, he ſays, brings in. “ ⁰¾ẽ ni 
one pounds per annum, was purchaſed in 1788, 
and the ſum of fifty-ſix pounds, ariſing from 
the oratorio, (according to his own ſtatement) 
had been in his hands ſince the year 1786. 
What is become, then, of the overplus ariſing 
from the rent of the lands, and the intergſt of 
the other ſum, during this period? But, Sir, 
inſtead of anſwering theſe queſtions, which 
an honeſt man, for his own ſake, would have 
been impatient to ſolve, but which you, for 
obvious reaſons, wiſh to be forgotten, you 
are pleaſed to ſay, * That the Organiſt may, 
if he is ſo diſpoſed, acquire, by teaching mu- 
fic, an income equal to what Mr. Baldwyn 
receives for teaching the claſſics, and with 
nearly the ſame eaſe.” Mr. Baldwyn i is at a 
loſs whether to conſider this as a compliment 

| to 
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to his abilities, or a reflection upon his indo- 
lence. If you have diſcovered any of the lat- 
ter in his conduct, it is your duty to admoniſh' 
him of his faults, and, if he diſregards your 
admonitions, to bring him to juſtice for his 
offences. But, Sir, you forget that, at one 
time, you were a candidate for Bradford School, 
and very anxious to acquire a ſtation which 
you affect, at preſent, to ſpeak of with con- 
tempt. Yet, according to your own account, 
you were not eminently qualified for that of- 
fice; for, the. firſt time I had the pleaſure of 
ſeeing you, you informed me that, for the 
laſt twenty years, you had read only one book, 
and that, you added, apparently with ſome 
concern, was now become an old-faſhioned 
book f. If, Sir, for the ſpace of twenty years, 

F 2 you 


Wurd Mr. Croſſe made this declaration, I thought it 

a gaſconade peculiar to himſelf, calculated to give me an 
extraordinary opinion of his piety and holineſs. But, ſoon 
after, I diſcovered that it was the common cant of the ſect, 
and, I have ſince learned, that it came, originally, from 
their divine maſter ; for, in reading the preface to Mr, 
Weſley's Sermons, in 4 vol, 1789, I found the following 
remarkable words: I want to know one thing, the way 
| to 
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you had been a total ſtranger to Greek and Ro- 
man literature of every kind, I doubt much 
whether, after ſo long a ſeparation, you could 
have inſtructed others in theſe branches, either 
with credit to yourſelf, or advantage to them. 
In my opinion, to read the claſſics with diſcern- 
ment and taſte, and to enable others to form 
a proper judgment of theſe maſter-pieces of 
human genius, requires a long and familiar 
acquaintance with the Greek and Roman lan- 
guages, which can only be acquired by cloſe 
application and uninterrupted ſtudy. I re- 
member, Sir, ſoon after I came to Bradford, 
that I ſaw a letter from the Vicar to a Conntry 
Gentleman, in which, apologizing for his de- 
fign on the Lectureſhip, he affirmed, . © That 
Mr. Baldwyn got as much for nothing, as 
| | : es 
to heaven. God has condeſcended to ſhew us this way. He 
hath written it down in a book. O give me that book 
I have it. Here is knowledge enough for me / Let me be 
Homo unius libri.“ From hence, it ſeems, that every Me- 
thodiſt (and Mr. Croſſe among the reft) wiſhes to be con- 
ſidered as the reader only of one book; and, it muſt be own- 
ed, that the ignorance and want of learning, fo conſpicuous 


in the members of this ſet, make their claim to this di- 
ſtinction appear no way ſtrange or ill founded. 
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he had given eleven hundred pounds for.“ 
But, Sir, had you had a proper idea of 'the 
qualifications neceſſary to eonſtitute the Maſter 
of a Grammar School, you would not have 
thought that the man who diſcharges, in a 
proper manner, the duties of this laborious 
and important office, acquires a ſalary for 
_ nothing. If in any ſtation of life, the labourer 
may, with propriety, be deemed worthy of 
of his hire, in my opinion, it is in this. But, 
Sir, you had an eye only to the emoluments of 
office, and, in your eagerneſs to embrace the 
object of your wiſhes, never thought of the 
ability which is neceſſary, in matters of this 
kind, to give ſatisfaction F. But, Sir, what is 
there in the ſituation of the Maſter of Brad- 
e 2 ford 


t Wauen Mr. Croſſe was a candidate for Bradford 
School, Mrs. Busfield aſked him, one day, what induced 
bim to think of turning School maſter ; to which he replied, 
with much gravity, © that his only motive for ſoliciting this 
office was a deſire of being more uſeful to mankind in his 
generation.” This naturally increaſed the good woman's 
veneration for this worthy and dſintereſted man. Never, 
perhaps, were the characters of Tartuffe and Madame Per- 


nelle better ſupported than, on this occaſion, at * 
Gr ove, 
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. ford School to excite your envy? You behold 
a Maſter of Arts, who has been thirty years a 
Member of the Univerſity of Oxford, who, 
during that period, has continued his purſuit 
of knowledge, regardleſs of his health, his 
intereſt, or his eaſe, and is now reaping the 
fruit of all his labour from a clear income of 
ſeventy-five pounds. Yet, Sir, he is contented 
and happy; and this happineſs is increaſed 
by the reflection that he has done nothing 
either mean or dirty to increaſe his income, 
but that the poor pittance he enjoys is ho- 
neftly and honourably acquired *. But, Sir, I 
+ | bee 
Forte meum ſi quis te percontabitur æ vum; 
Me quater undenos ſciat impleviſſe decembren, 


x Collegam Scotum quo duxit GRENVILUS anno. 
. Hor, Eris r. 20, |, 1. 


As this ſtaunch hound, which has run with ſo many 
packs, or, to ſpeak plainly, has been the ſupporter of every 
adminiſtration that would employ him, and was an enemy 

to the coalition only becauſe they would not receive him, 
is now, by the patriotiſm and diſcernment of Mr. Pitt, 
exalted to the high dignity of Secretary of State, it will not, 
perhaps, be unſeaſonable to preſent the Public with a ſmall 
portrait of this Gentleman, drawn by that ingenious artiſt; 
Sir Richard Hill, Beſides, as it is the only good thing that 
OS - Sir 
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beg leave to paſs from your envy to your 
hatred. The former I expected, the latter I 
had no reaſon to apprehend. 


WHEN I came into Yorkſhire to take poſ- 
ſeſſion of an office to which I had been re- 
commended by ſome of the beſt as well as the 
moſt learned men in this country, I did not 
know that I had had the honour of having a 
rival in the Curate of White-Chapel, nor had 
I ever heard of the name of John Croſſe. Even 
when I paid him a viſit at Scholes as Vicar of 
Bradford, I was ignorant that he had been a 
candidate for Bradford School, and could not 
account for the ſhyneſs, duplicity, and want 
of truth I diſcovered in his conduct and con- 
verſation Ti Soon after I diſcovered that I had 

| been 
Sir Richard ever ſaid, 4 wrote, I make no doubt that he 
will be glad to ſee it again in print. * If, ſays the worthy 
Baronet, I had but twenty ſhillings in the world, I would 
give Dundas fifteen for his abilities, and four and ſixpence 


for his front ; ; but not the other teſter for his nc 705 
Shy-Recher, * 19. 


+ HAVING been informed by Mr. Dickinſon, who = ; 
at that time, Vicar of Bradford; that Mr, Croſſe had pur- 


C 
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been his competitor for the School, and ſaw 
in all his behaviour towards. me a fixed, root- 
eds, and unconquerable averſion, which no ci- 
vility could ſoften, nor repeated offers of ſer- 
vices and atonement could, in any degree, di- 
miniſh. 1 ſaw plainly that, by accepting the 

office 


chaſed the living, I waited on him, at Scholes, to give 
kim ſome account of the ſtate of the vicarage, glebe, &c. 
Mr. Croſſe, after liſtening to my information, declared, 
in the. moſt ſolemn manner, that he knew nothing of the 
living of Bradford, that it was not his, and that he had no 
concern whateyer with it. On returning home, I was de- 
tained at Bierley, by the hoſpitality of Mr. John Hodgſon, 
| who told me, that Mr. Croſſe had informed him, a feu 
weeks before; that he had purchaſed the living of Bradford, 
and. meant to reſide in the town. I told him, ſays Mr. 
Hodgſon, that he was a damned. fool for thinking of living 
among thoſe who would not have him for Schoolmaſter, 
 beeauſe he was a Methodiſt; but he means to plague your 
great folks; I'll warrant they'll find him a thorn in their 
_ fides.” It would be paying a poor compliment to the re- 
ſpeQable characters, alluded to, to ſuppoſe that they are more 
affected by the little, low tricks of John Croſſe, than a man 
of ſenſe would be diſturbed by the miſchievous i ingenuity of 
4 menkey., But if Mr. Hodgſon meant that the Vicar, on 
every occaſion, would treat theſe reſpectable perſonages with 
duplicity and falſehood; and endeavour to thwart their de- 
figns in every thing that was juſt, honourable, and praiſe- 
worthy, it muſt be allowed that John was a true prophet. 


„ 
— 


JJC 
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office of Maſter of Bradford School, I had 
ſinned beyond forgiveneſs; and nothing but 


the encouragement given me by the late Lec- 


turer, who thought much better of this man 
than he deſerved; would have induced me to 
have been a candidate for an office which de- 


| pended, in a great meaſure, on his liberality 


and good will. But Mr. Butler, judging from 
his own philanthropy and benevolent heart, 
did not think it poſſible that a. Clergyman 
would continue to hate and perſecute a Bro- 
ther, merely becauſe he had been, accident- 


ally, a candidate with him for the ſame of- 
fice T. But Mr. Croſſe is pleaſed to ſay, 


&« That if Mr. Baldwyn's religious ſentiments 

had been ſuch as he conſcientiouſly could have 

apptoved of, he would have been favoured | 

with his ſupport, on this occaſion.” But what 
| G | | is 


+ Ma. Crosse fays, * That Mr. Butler reſigned the Leb- 


tureſhip merely to gratify the earneſt ſolicitations; of Mr. 


Baldwyn' s friends.” This is totally falſe; for no friend of 


Mr. Baldwyn ever made application to him on this ſubjeR. 
The offer came voluntarily from that worthy man, and he 
reſigned, in conſequence of Mr. Croſſe's declaration, that 
he would not _ the election of Mr. Bald wyn. f 
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is this but ſneaking out of obſcurity into dark- 
neſs? Why, Sir, not inform the World what 
your religious ſentiments are, and what you 
ſuppoſe Mr. Baldwyn's to be, that the Wotld 


may examine and appreciate their reſpective 


merits ? Why not ſpeak out, and ſay that you 
were convinced that Mr. Baldwyn was no 
Metbodiſt, and that, therefore, you thought 
him unworthy of the Lectureſhip of Bradford 
church? There would have been, at leaſt, 
ſomething manly in this conduct, and it 
would, no doubt, have given ſatisfaction to 


your friends, as it would have ſhewn them, 


that you are not aſhamed of that peculiar ſpe- 
cies of religion you profeſs. But what, Sir, 
did you then know of Mr. Baldwyn's reli- 
gious ſentiments? He had had the honour, 


at that time, of preaching but once before the 


Vicar of Bradford; and, if he remembers 
right, it was on the following words, The 
love of money is the root of all evil. You diſ- 

liked, it ſeems, the ſubject, and that increaſed 

Jour abhorrence of the man. Soon after, to 
Mr. Jowett's application in his favour, you 
replied, * That you could not approve of Mr. 
— > 


n pd Jad owe ans © | two 


— 
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Baldwyn's being Lecturer, as he was a Preacher 
of Morality.” To this I ſhall only reply, at 
preſent, in Dr. Wood's words, © That it is 


natural for thoſe to diſlike morality, who ne- 


ver pe it.“ 'Y 


| Rur. Sir, at the time alluded to, I wrote 
to you on this ſubject, and, with ſincerity and 
openneſs of heart, in my opinion the brighteſt 
ornaments of a Chriſtian, (but which you are 
a perfect ſtranger to) I laid before you, with- 
out reſerve,. my creed on this head, When 


you thought proper to paſs cenſure on my re- 


ligious principles, in the face of the Public, it 
would have. been candid (as you had it in 
your power) to have ſtated what thoſe princi- 
ples are. I now call upon you to do it; and 
[ here ſolemnly proteſt, that by them Iam 

| 5 Wo "Ip ready 


1 * ingenious writer, in an elegant tract lately pub · 
liſhed, ſpeaking of the Methodiſts, ſays, „They ſet up faith 
in oppoſition to a good life, and are conſtantly making at- 
tacks on morality and moral preachers. They diſregard 
juſtice, honeſty, and all the plain duties of man.” — The 
Reader will obſerve, perhaps, not without ſome degree of 
ſurpriſe, how fully and completely this aſſertion has been 
vertified by Mr. Croſſe's conduct, on this occaſion. 

See Review of the Policy, Doftrines, and Morals 
of the Methodiſis. 
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ready to ſtand, or fall, not only in the opinion 
of mankind, but in the judgment of Gop. 
But, Sir, you will not do it; becauſe you are 
afraid that the intelligent part of mankind, 
finding theſe ſentiments ſtrictly rational and 
ſcriptural, ſhould contraſt them with the new- 


fangled notions and unmeaning jargon of the 
tabernacle. 


Or Mr. Croſſe's religious principles the 
Public may form ſome opinion from the fol- 
lowing remarkable fact. Soon after he came 
to Bradford, a reſpectable character, frequent- 
ly alluded to above, waited on him, one day, 
at the Vicarage, and remonſtrated with him 
on the unſcriptural doctrine, he had delivered, 
the preceding. Sunday, in. Bradford church. 
Mr. Croſſe, it ſeems, had aſſerted, © hat every 
man's faith is in proportion to his feelings.” He 
ſeemed a little hurt at the remonſtrance, but 
denied, with much warmth, that he had pro- 
pagated ſuch doctrine, which, he was pleaſed 
to ſay, he abhorred as much as any man. Mr. 
J. appealed to his diſcourſe, and requeſt- 
ed it might be produced. The Vicar made 

| many 
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many objections to this; but, at laſt, very re- 
luctantly produced it. On inſpection, a paſ- 
ſage was found conveying, in the cleareſt 
terms, the doctrine alluded to. Mr. Croſſe 
again acknowledged that it was unſcriptural, 
ſaid, it was a lapſus linguæ, returned thanks, 
with ſome appearance of gratitude, to the 
worthy Layman who corrected him, and de- 
clared that, in future, no ſuch doct rine ſhould 
be delivered in Bradford church. * | 


Bur to return to the Lectureſhip. Lou 
boldly aſſert that you never intended to take 
| 5 the 


Tu Reader will obſerve, en paſſant, that, according 
to Mr. Croſſe's doctrine, REASON, which God has giv- 
en man to direct him in matters of religion, will be here of 
no uſe; and that if a man's faith is to be directed by his feel- 
ings, it will be proportioned, in ſome degree, to the warmth 
or coldneſs of his conſtitution; that the man, who has re- 
ceived from his Creator a cool temperament of body, or 
keeps his paſſions in due ſubjection to his reaſon, will have 
but a poor chance of ſalvation, whilſt men of warm and 
amorous conſtitutions, ſuch as Mr. Croſſe was formerly, 
and Mr: Atkinſon is now, will be the only perſons that are 
ſure of receiving a paſſport that will conduct them, with 
certainty and ſafety, to the gates of heaven, —Truth obliges 

X ; me 
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the Lectureſhip yourſelf.” To this I reply, 
that in conſequence of Mr. Butler's reſigna- 
tion, Mr. Field folicited your intereft in my fa- 
vour; that you declared, without reſerve, to that 
Gentleman, That you meant to take it your- 
elf“ and you added, © that you bought the Vi- 
carage ſo dear that you ought to reimburſe 
yourſelf by every means in your power.“ 
Theſe, Sir, are truths; and I am ſorry to add 
that the teſtimony of the Vicar of Bradford, 
though a Cler gyman and a Saint, will not, in the 
eſtimation of mankind, weigh a feather againſt 
the reſpectable character and firm integrity of 
Mr. Field. A few weeks after, you told that 
Gentleman, that having ſome doubts, whe- 

ther you could legally hold the Lectureſhip, 

and wiſhing to do every thing that was juſt 

and fair, you had drawn up a caſe, on this 
* and had — it to Mr. Johnſon of 

| | York, 

me eb, that, in this inftance, Mr. Craſſe has kept bis 
word. This dangerous and heretical doctrine has not 
again appeared in Bradford church. It bas been, ſince, 
prudently confined to the weekly aſſembly of the Saints, at 
the Vicarage, which commenced ſoon after, and which, it 


zs probable, the unfortunate diſcovery, related above, gave 
| birth 1 to. 
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York, for his opinion; and you added that, 
when you received it, you would ſend it to 
Mr. Field for his inſpection. However you 
did not; either becauſe you would not depart, 
in this inſtance, from your uniform practice 
of never keeping your word, on any occaſion, 
either trifling, or important; or, becauſe the 
opinion, when received, was unfavourable to 
your views. Yet, you are pleaſed to aſk, 
whether the deſign of taking the Lectureſhip 
would have been more iniquitous in the Vicar 
of Bradford, than in Mr. Harriſon, who, yon 
fay, is both Vicar and Lecturer of Rotherham. 
As I know nothing of Mr. Harriſon, I ſuppoſe 
he holds it legally, and conſiſtently with the 
words of the endowment, which you could 
not; and that he did not take it, as you in- 
tended, for the mean purpoſe of paying his 
Curate out of an eſtabliſhment deſigned for 
the maintenance and ſupport of another 
mT... 88 
| Bur, 

+ Lons before the School. was vacant, Mr. Croſſe bad, 
by a ſeries of manceuvres, not much to his honour,, taken 
care to ſecure the Lectureſhip for himſelf, intending to 
hold 
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Bur, Sir, when you found that, through 
my. vigilance and activity, you would not be 
permitted to add the Lectureſhip to the Vi- 
carage, you began to conſider, how you could 
get at the profits of the former, without being 
in poſſeſſion of the office. For this worthy 


purpoſe 


hold it in conjunction with the former. He had prevailed 
on Mr. Leeds, the only ſurviving Truſtee, to paſs over 
his brother, the late Mr. Rookes, whoſe fortune, family, 
and reſpectable character intitled him to this diſtinction, 
and to nominate Mr. John Hodgſon for the diſpoſal of 
the Lectureſhip in conjunction with himſelf. Mr. Hodg- 
ſon informed me, that he never heard of Mr. Leeds“ 
intention to nominate him, till that Gentleman, one day, 
called on him, and ſaid, I have made you a Truſtee 
for the LeQureſhip, on purpoſe that you may join with 
me in giving it to Croſſe;“ to which Mr. Hodgſon re- 
plied, with that plain dealing and plain language that 
characterized an honeſt heart, That he'd be damned, 
ift he accepted it on ſuch terms; that he was independent, 
and would be dictated to by no man living.” However he 
_ _ accepted it, and, unfortunately, by the Vicar's purchaſing 
the living ſoon after, (the School not being to be had) 
had no opportunity of diſplaying that ſpirit and indepen- 
dence he was ſo proud of. Mr. Rookes conſidered this 
tranſaction as an inſult to him, but he attributed it (as 
he told me) to the embaraſſed circumſtances of his bro- 
; ther, and the mean, ſneaking FE of Croſſe. 
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purpoſe you fixed, with great judgment, on a 
Brother Saint, Mr. Wood of Hartſhead, who 
was to be the nominal Lecturer, whilſt you 
received the income for the payment of your 
Curate. As ſoon as I found that this clerical 
job (for it deſerves no better name) was on the 
point of being carried into execution, I wrote 
to Mr. Croſſe, ſtated the diſhonour attending a 
tranſaction of this kind, and demonſtrated to 
him that, as Mr. Wood had no thoughts of 
reſiding at Bradford, and doing the duty of 
the office, his election, according to the words 
of the endowment, would be 1% facto void. * 
| H FRUSTRATED 


A tranſaction which Mr. Croſſe had, ſoon after, with 
this Gentleman, is worth mentioning, as it does honour to 
his ingenuity, though it affords no ſhining proof of moral 
hone/ly. But, it may be ſaid, in his juſtification, that mo- 
rality conſtitutes no part of his creed, and if a man lives up 
to what he believes, he is no bad Chriſtian, Mr. Wood 
and Mr. Croſſe had agreed to exchange, for a time, the cu. 
racies of Hartſhead and White-Chapel, and it was ſtipu- 
lated that, as Mr, Croſſe was to appoint a Curate to the 
former, Mr. Wood, in caſe his health would not permit. 
him to ſerve the latter, ſhould have the ſame privilege. — 
Soon after, Mr. Wood's health not allowing him to do. 
the duty, Mr. Croſſe thought proper to nominate a Curate 
to White-Chapel alſo. Mr. Wood remonſtrated on the 


impropriety 
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FRUSTRATED in this manceuvre, Mr. Crofle 
applied to the GREAT LINCOLNSHIRE 
METHODIST, Mr. Knight; and, after ſta- 
ting that the inhabitants of Bradford were in 
a deplorable ſtate, with reſpec to their ſpirit- 
ual concerns (at that time there were but few 
Methadi/ts among them) he earneſtly intreated 
him to aſſiſt him in bringing them back from 
Sin and Satan to John Weſley and the virtues 
of the tabernacle. To make the bait more 
tempting, Mr, Croſſe offered him the Curacy 
and Zefureſhip; but, from the worldly wiſ- 
dom, which has, always, directed this Gen- 
tleman's conduct, it is natural to ſuſpect that 
the latter was to be given in payment of the 


former. 


impropriety and injuſtice of ſuch conduct, and pleaded the 
written agreement, which reſerved to him the nomination 
of a Curate for White- Chapel; to which Mr. Ciofle re- 
plied, that he ſhould pay no regard to the agreement, as 
it was not written on lamp paper. Mr. John Hodgſon, 
on this occaſion, told him, That he was 4 Raſcal, and, 
if he did not behave better, he would have his gown ſtripped 
off his ſhoulders.” That ſuch language onght not to come 
from the mouth of a Gentleman, I am ready to admit, but 
whether it was miſapplied, on this ern 8 1 — to the 
judgment of the Public, k - 


* 5 : 
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former. However, Mr. Knight was deaf to 
this call. He either conſidered that the ſouls 
of the people of Wintringham were as valu- 
able as thoſe of the manufacturers of Bradford, 
or did not chooſe to quit a ſituation, the pro- 
fits of which he knew, for the uncertain har- 
veſt of another, which might depend on the 
honour, or liberality of Mr. John Croſſe. 
But, Sir, I muſt quit the ſtory of the Lecture- 
ſhip; for, to bring it to a concluſion, and give 
an account of the ſhifts, doubles, and re- 
doubles, you made in purſuit of this trifling 
object, would require a volume. I therefore, 
haſten to another of much greater moment to 
you, and more intereſting to the Public. 


* 


You ſay I have accuſed you of Simony. I 
certainly have, and do now affirm, in the face 
of the Public, that if this crime has been com- 
| mitted, ſince the eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity, 
it has been committed by you. I ſhall not at- 
tempt to prove this by inference, deduction, 
&c. but from your own words. Out of thy 
own mouth will ] judge thee, thou withed' ſer- 
vant. In your letter to me, ſpeaking of the 
OC purchaſe 
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purchaſe of the living, you ſay, © That you 
were employed to negotiate this buſineſs with 
Mr. Dawſon, you are neither afraid, nor 
aſhamed to own .“ I believe this is the firſt 
time that a Clergyman had the courage, or aſ- 
ſurance to aſſert, in the face of his Dioczsan 
and the Public, that he has actually been con- 
cerned in the purchaſe of a living. It matters 
not, Sir, whether you purchaſed this living 
in the name of another or your own. By your 
own confeſſion you negotiated for, and bought 
it; and, what is worſe, you purchaſed it for 
your own benefit and emolument. Had you 
purchaſed it for the ſupport of another, though 
ſuch conduct would have been highly crimi- 
nal in @ Clergyman, it might have been con- 
ſidered, at leaſt, as friendly and diſintereſted. 
But conducted, as this matter was, without 
either ſecreſy or filence, all the guilt, ſcandal, 
and infamy that can poſſibly ariſe from a Si- 
moniacal Contract ſeem to attend this tranſac- 
tion. It has no friendly veil to conceal its 

+ Sex Letter to the Author of Remarks on Two of the 


moſt Singular Characters of the Age, by the Rev. John 
Croſſe, p. 2. 


THE REV. JOHN CROSSE. 53 


deformity, but ſtands expoſed to the Public 
eye in all the nakedneſs of proſtitution, I 
know but one inftance of a Clergyman, who 
ventured to engage in a negotiation of this 
kind, and that was the unhappy Dodd. He 
offered a conſiderable ſum for the living of St. 
George's, Hanover-Square, and, no doubt, 
intended to make the purchaſe in the name of 
his Father, or Attorney. But, Sir, Nemo re- 
pente fuit turpiſſimus. He begun with Simony, 
and ended with the Gallows.—But, Sir, be 
not alarmed. 1 mean no more than that one 
ſin is generally the parent of another. 


I Do not allude to the management of /ub- 
ſeriptions and oratorios, or the little, fraudulent 
arts of parochial peculation. I wiſh, with a 
ſolemnity proportioned to the occaſion, to call 
your attention to a ſubject of the moſt ferious 
and important nature. 


WukEN, Sir, you were inſtituted to the Vi- 
carage of Bradford, you took the following 
oath: © 7, Fohn Croſſe, Ao ſwear that I have 
made no ſimoniacal pa yment, contract, or pro- 


mie, 
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miſe, directly, or indirefly, by myſelf, or by any 
other, to my knowledge, or with my conſent, to 
any perſon or perſons whatſoever, for or con- 
cerning the procuring and obtaining of the Vicar- 
age of Bradford; nor will at any time hereafter 
' perform, or ſatisfy, any ſuch kind of payment, 
contract, or promiſe, made by any other without 
my knowledge or conſent. So helþ me God, 
through Feſus Chriſt f.. What, Sir, did you 
take this oath, after contracting with Mr. 
Dawſon, according to your own account, for 
the Vicarage of Bradford?-—You ſwore, too, 
that you would not perform, or ſatisfy any 
kind of payment or contract made relative to 
this living; yet, afterwards, paid the purchaſe- 
15 | money 


I Sex the fortieth canon, in which it is ſaid, that, To 
avoid the deteſtable fin of Simony, becauſe buying and ſell- 
ing of ſpiritual and eccleſiaſtical functions is execrable be- 
fore Gop,” every perſon, inſtituted to a living, muſt take 
the oath quoted above. The Public will obſerve that, ac- 
cording to the canon, buying a living is Simony, Mr. 
Croſſe has acknowledged that he negotiated the purchaſe of 
the Living of Bradford with Mr. Dawſon. Such conduct, 
no doubt, is execrable before God; but, by ſwearing, after- 
wards, that he did not purchaſe it, has he not been guilty of 

a Erime which is juſtly deemed execrable before men ? 
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money yourſelf. I ſubmit to the common ſenſe 
of mankind, whether you have not, in both 
theſe inſtances, been guilty of wwilful and cor- 
rupt Perjury. I do not think that the Father 
of Simony himſelf, if he had ſucceeded in his 
purchaſe, and paid the money, would have 
ſworn afterwards that he never made it, and 
that the purchaſe-money was never paid. This 
is a refinement in iniquity reſerved for the diſ- 


ciples of Fohn Weſley, the pious reformers of 
the eighteenth century. 


Bor what does Mr. Croſle ſay in juſtification 
of conduct ſo ſingularly daring and nefarious? 
He quotes an old Act of Parliament, that is 
levelled ſolely and excluſively (as far as he has 
quoted it) at the perſon who elle or diſpoſes of 
a living. This is ſurely unfair and ungene- 
rous, becauſe it is an inſinuation that, in this 
tranſaction, Mr. Dawſon only is to blame, and 
that he only is amenable to puniſhment, Mr. 
Crofſe ſeems to rejoice that, though he has 
trampled upon religion, and paſſed the bounds 
of morality, on this occaſion, he has prudently 
paid ſome degree of attention to his own ſafety 


and 
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and the laws of his country. For, after telling 
us that Mr. Dawſon's ſale of the living makes 
the inſtitution void, he adds, with ſome de- 
gree of jocularity (becauſe he thinks himſelf 
in no danger) Here is a fair opportunity for 
Mr. Baldwyn to produce his evidence, and 
puſh forward to conviction, and, ſhould he 
ſucceed, it is not impoſſible but that the Mini- 
ſter, when acquainted with his abilities, may 
reward him with the void preſentation.” Mr. 
| Baldwyn, Sir, does not wiſh to thrive by the 
folly, or profligacy of other men; neither 
ſhall his abilities, ſuch as they are, be over 
employed to ſupport the ſelfiſh politics of Ad- 
miniſtration, or the no leſs intereſted views of 
Oppoſition. It is for you, Sir, who have little 
and ſordid views, who have obtained one 
living zn:quitouſly, and hold it, according to 
your own account, illegally, to try if you can- 
not acquire another by the bounty of the Mi- 
nifter (as Mr. Coulthurſt has done) upon terms 
ſomewhat leſs Pg and diſgraceful }. 
| But, 

1 Da. ParesTLEY, 3 has 8 me with a letter 


| upon this ſubje, obſerves, © That Simony exiſts in no part 
of 
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But, Sir, I leave you to ſettle the matter of 
Simony, &c. with your conſcience and your 
Dioceſan, and paſs on to the ſingular manner 
in which this buſineſs was concluded. 


I 1NFORMED the Public, © That the Vicar 
waited on Mr. Sinclair and told him, that he 
was come to pay him for the living of Brad- 

I 1 


of the Chriſtian 3 to ſo great an extent as in this king- 
dom; and that it is increaſing here to a moſt alarming de- 
gree.” He adds, That it could not exiſt, whilſt the 
People had the choice of their Miniſters, but had its ſource 
in the Right of Preſentation, which, he ſays, Mr. Throck- 
morton, in two pamphlets, lately publiſhed, has clearly 
proved to have been unknown till comparatively of late 
years.” This ſentiment comes, perhaps, naturally from the 
mouth of a Diſſenter, but, degenerate as the age is, I will 
venture to affirm, that no Clergyman of the Church of 
England, except the preſent Vicar of Bradford, would have 
_ purchaſed a living openly and publicly; negociated for it 
himſelf ; and, afterwards, had the effrontery to make a writ- 
ten declaration, That he was neither afraid, or aſhamed of 

ow conduct. 6 


IT: may an ha improper to add, that the living of Brad: 

ford having been long «pon ſale, ſome manufacturers, in the 

town, who thought that an opportunity was preſented of 
getting 
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ford; that having ſaid this, he took off his 
coat, and was proceeding to ſtrip off his 
waiſteoat, when this Gentleman, alarmed at 
this hoſtile appearance, aſked the reafon. of 
ſuch ſtrange behaviour; to which the Vicar 
| replied, that he had eleven hundred pounds in 
_ caſh, ſewed up in the back of his waiſtcoat, 
and that it was neceſſary to take it off to come 
at the ſeveral ſums it contained.“ To this the 
Vicar replies, That the money, it is well 
known, was not paid to Mr. Sinclair, nor was 
that Gentleman preſent, when it was paid, 
nor was it depoſited in the place Mr. Baldwyn 
mentions.” They, who know how expert 
this Gentleman is in 3 diſtinctions, 


quirks, 


getting money, formed. themſelves into a fociety for the 
purpoſe of purchaſing it: however, when the buſineſs was 
nearly brought to a concluſion, ſhocked and alarmed at the 
impiety of buying a living, they prudently drew back. 
Mr. Croſſe, however, whoſe conſcience; it ſeems, was not 
quite ſo tender, boldly ſhot the gulph, in purſuit of his be- 
loved Mammon; and now, neither repenting, or aſhamed 
of what be has done, comes forward with an inſinuation, 
in the face of his Dioceſan and the Public, that he neither 


dreads the cenſure of the one, or regards the contempt and 
indignation of the other. 
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quirks, evaſions, &c. will obſerve that the 
former account may be ſtrictly true, notwith- 
ſtanding this contradiction. Mr. Sinclair's 
Clerk may have counted the ſeveral ſums, and 
it might not all be depoſited in the waiſtcoat, 
but ſome part of it conveyed in his boots, 
breeches, &c. But that the former account is 
accurately and cireumſtantially true, 1 have 
no doubt, not only becauſe no credit is due to 
the aſſertion of the Vicar of Bradford, whoſe 
conſtant practice it is, when cenſured either 
for his words or actions, to have recourſe for 
his defence to ſubterfuge and falſehood, but 
becauſe it was communicated to me by a Gen- 
tleman, on whoſe honour and veracity 1 can 
depend. This Gentleman, who is a Member 
of the Univerſity of Cambridge, aſſured me, 
that he heard Mr. Sinclair relate this Anecdote 
to the purport above given, and much to the 
entertainment of the company, at Colonel 
Thornton's, I am convinced from long ac- 
quaintance with the former of theſe Gentle- 
men, that he would not have mentioned the 
ſtory, if he had not heard it, and, from the 
reſpectable character of Mr. Sinclair, I am 

| 12 ſure 
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ſure he would not have related it, if it had not 


been true. 


Bur, Sir, I quit this dull ſubject, to con- 
duct you to a brighter ſcene, which may, 
Perhaps, for a moment, make you forget the 
charms of gold, by recalling to your mind the 
Pleaſures and conqueſts of your youth. I al- 
lude, Sir, to that important zra of your life, 
when you led beauty in chains, and triumph- 
ed, with the virtue of a Scipio, over the power 
and attractions of the Prufſian Princeſs, —l 
communicated the particulars of this ſingular 
tranſaction to the Public in the following terms. 
The Vicar informed me, That he was once 
Preſent at a maſquerade in Berlin (for he was 
formerly no enemy to pleaſure) at the/ end of 
which, a ſiſter to the late King of Pruſſia, 
who had ſhewed particular attention to him, 
during the entertainment, ſignified that ſhe 
| ſhould be glad to retire with him; which he 
pooſitively refuſed.” The Vicar does not deny 
the truth of this relation, but ſays, ©* the prin- 
cipal feature in it is changed; for that the 
Lady, mentioned by him, was not the * 
f | nn 


THE REV. JOHN Ross k. 61 


Ann Charlotte Amelia, youngeſt ſiſter to the 
late King of Pruffia, but the firſt conſort 
of the preſent Monarch, a Lady well known 
at Berlin, in 1707, for the levity of her man- 
ners, and imprudent carriage towards theother 
ſex.” The Reader is requeſted to obſerve, 
that this Anecdote was communicated to the 
Public in 1787. Since that time, it has en- 
gaged, in a peculiar manner, the attention of 
the beau monde, and unfortunately reached 
the ears of the Pruſſian Ambaſſador, who ex- 
preſſed much reſentment at the circulation of 
a ſtory ſo derogatory to the houſe of his royal 

| maſter. The Vicar, being informed of this 
circumſtance, and that a veſſel was lying off 
Scarborough, for the purpoſe of conveying 
him to Embden, prudently refrained, for the 
three laſt years, from viſiting that place of 
gay and faſhionable reſort. That he may, in 
future, do it with ſafety, and that no bad con- 
ſequences may ariſe from his indiſcretion, 
(which he ſeems now perfectly ſenſible of) 
he has ingeniouſſy changed, not the features, 
as he ſays, but the very perſon of the Lady 
he had introduced into this amorous interlude. 


That 


” g 1 - —_—_—— 8 
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That the Vicar ſpoke of a fiſter of the late 


King of Pruſſia, I am certain, becauſe he re- 


lated this Anecdote to me twice; once at the 
Vicarage, when he left me in doubt whether 
he paſſed the night with her Royal Highneſs, 


| and another time at the houſe of the late Mrs. 
Armitage, in the preſence of Mr. Liſter and 


Dr, Hill. That the Lady, alluded to, was 
the Princeſs Ann Charlotte Amelia, I admit 
was a conjecture of my own. She was the 
only {ifter of the late King, who was, at that 
time, unmarried, and I thought her intrigue 
with Baron 'Trenck and others, made the Vi- 
car's account of her conduct, though ſome- 
what extraordinary, no way improbable. 
But, Sir, I allow you to ſay, that the Lady, 
in queſtion, was conſort to the preſent King, 
not only becauſe it may be a matter of policy, 
at preſent, but becauſe, it appears, from 
ſome late tranſactions, that the further diſtant 
you are from any event, the more capable 
you are of giving an account of the ſeveral 
particularities and circumſtances that attended 
l. | 

BuT 
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Bur the Public will aſk, how came this Prin- 
ceſs, ſurrounded, as ſhe was, by the nume- 
rous and obſequious gallants of a court, to fix 
her eyes on John Croſſe? Muſt there not have 
been ſome levity in Bic manners, and ſome 
imprudence in his carriage towards the other 
ſex, that attracted the attention of this intelli- 
gent and diſcerning Princeſs? It is with plea- 
fure 1 inform the Public (and I hope it will 

'be conſidered as a proof of my candour) that 
there are no grounds for ſuch a fuppoſition. 
The Vicar, it ſeems, appeared, at the maſque- 
rade, in the dreſs and character of Harlequin 
(the latter of which he has not yet totally 
laid aſide) and, by the gracefulneſs of his per- 
ſon, and the agility of his motions, made an 
impreſſion on the tender heart of the young 
Princeſs, who was impatient to become his 
Columbine. She, therefore, according to his 
own account, propoſed to him to retire with 
her. Whether the gallant offer was accepted, 
I know not; but am inclined to think that her 
Royal Highneſs, on this occaſion, was not 
diſappointed. The Vicar had, a few years 
before, diſtinguiſhed himſelf much by feats 

| | "=o 
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of gallantry, and had performed the part of 
' Young Pbilpotò in the city, with a degree of ſpi- 
rit and propriety that ſtrongly recommended 
him to the attention of one ſex, and had made 
him the envy and admiration of the other. It 
is not, therefore, probable that he reſiſted a 
bait ſo tempting in itſelf, and ſo well calcula- 
ted for the man of pleaſure and diſſipation. But 
however this may be, it will, no doubt, be re- 
corded in the annals of Bradford that the town 
had, once, the honour to poſſeſs a Vicar, who, 
by the elegance of his perſon, the gracefulneſs 
of his deportment, and the ſeducing ſweetneſs 
of his ſpeech, engaged the attention of her Se- 
rene Highneſs, conſort to Prince Frederic 
William, afterwards King of Pruſſia, and was 
earneſtly ſolicited by that blooming and beau- 
teous Princeſs to ſhare the honours and plea- 
ſures of her bed. Some pious hand, perhaps, 
will add (if Metbod;/m continues to flouriſh 
and abound) that this good man reſiſted the 
temptation with a fortitude and reſolution wor- 
thy of a Chriſtian; and, on this occaſion, 
| acted 

Sxx the Citizen, 2 F as in two acts, in which Young 
Philpot figures away in the character of a London Prentice. 
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acted a part which neither Solomon or Samſon 
were able to perform ; the wiſeſt as well as the 
ſtrongeſt man having been found too weak to 


reſiſt the power and influence of beauty. * _ 
K N I Bro 


* As the Inhabitants of Bradford will naturally wiſh to 
know ſomething more of a Princeſs, who was an admirer 
of their worthy Vicar, and generouſly made him a tender 
of her perſon, the following account of this extraordinary 
Lady is added to gratify their curiofity. This Princeſs was 
Elizabeth Ulrica of Brunſwic Wolfenbuttle, who was mar- 
ried to Frederic William, then Prince of Pruſſia, in 1764, 
when ſhe was only thirteen, Mirabeau, in his Memoirs of 
the Court of Berlin, ſays, ſhe was handſome, lively, and in- 
nocent; that ſhe preſerved an irreproachable character till 
1766, when the prolific virtyes of the Prince being doubted 
5 (as ſhe had no child) it was propoſed to beſtow à lover on 
the Princeſs. The care of chuſing a proper perſon, it ſeems, 
was left to her brother the Duke of Brunſwick, who fixed 
upon M. Von Edelſbeim for this important undertaking, 
Mirabeau adds, that when he was at Berlin, in 1786, the 
Margrave of Baden, with great judgment, ſent Edelſbeim 
as his envoy, to congratulate Frederick William on his ac- 
ceſſion, and that the Monarch himſelf, when he ſaw him, 
could not forbear laughing.— How far the young Princeſs 
deſerved pity, or puniſhment, in her ſingular ſituation, I pre- 
tend not to determine, but make no doubt the Reader will 
hear, with pleaſure, that ſhe was releaſed in 1786, after a 
confinement of eighteen years, and an addition made to her 

| | income 
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I BEG leave now, Sir, to lead you from 
theſe gay ſcenes of gallantry and amuſement 
to the leſs pleaſing, but neceſſary buſineſs of 
the tabernacle. In a late pamphlet I obſerved, 
© That when Mr. Atkinſon applied to the 
Chancellor for the Vicarage of Bingley, his 
Lordſhip took notice of the report of his being 
a Metbodiſt, which that Gentleman ſolemnly 


denied; 


FD 


income of 12,000 dollars. By this act of clemency and ge- 
neroſity, the King, in ſome degree, made an atonement for 
his own gallantry. He had long neglected his preſent Queen, 
had had ſeveral natural children by different miſtreſſes, and 
was, now, after a ſiege of three years, about to reap the fruit 
of his labours, by the capitulation of Mademoiſelle Yaſs. 


Tux who know what a fool Mademoiſelle made of him, 

before ſhe would condeſcend to be his bed - fellow, and ac- 
cept the title of Counteſs of Ingelbeim, will never think of 
this Monarch without laughing. I conclude that the Coun- 
teſs ſtill preſerves her influence and honourable ftation, as I 
learn, from the public prints, that her Brother, M. Von Vols 
is, at preſent, one of the King's Minifters. It may not be 
improper to add, that the Princeſs Frederica of Pruſſia, who 
is ſaid to have engaged the attention of the Duke of York, 
is the daughter of his fir/? Queen, and was born in 1767, 
the year | before her mother was confined. For ſome 
curious anecdotes of the gay and amorous Frederica, ſee the 
Memoirs alluded to above. 
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denied ; that ſoon after, in conſequence of Mr, 
Atkinſon's application, the Vicar of Bradford 
ſeat him a certificate ſigned by himſelf and 
others, to the following purport ; * Whereas 
certain uncharitable and ill-diſpoſed perſons, to 
injure the character of the Rev. Wm. Atkinſon, 
have maliciouſly propagated a report that he 
belongs to the ſect called Methodifts,” &c. To 
this Mr. Croſſe is pleaſed to anſwer, © That it 
is notorious that Mr. Atkinſon never applied 
to him for any certificate, or teſtimonial what- 
ever; nor did he ſet his name to any ſuch in- 
ſtrument.” What Mr. Croſſe means by its 
being notorious that Mr. Atkinſon never ap- 
plied to him for a certificate, I know not; but 
I know that it is a tenet of the ſect to deny 
any thing, however n0t07:0us, that is diſgraceful 
or injurious to the intereſt, That this falſe- 
hood (as Mr. Croſſe is pleaſed to call it) was not 
forged by me, is known to every reſpeCtable fa- 
mily in the town of Bradford, I heard it in all 
companies, found it generally believed, and ne- 
ver met with any one, though it was much the 
ſubject of converſation, that ever called the 
truth of it in queſtion. I found it too in cir- 
culation among Mr. Atkinſon's friends, who 
K 2 lamented 
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lamented that it did not anſwer the benevolent 
purpoſe for which it was deſigned T. But 
Mr. Crofle ſays it was forged by me, © To 
pour contempt and infamy on two Brethren 
in the Miniſtry.” I freely own that, after the 
many proofs Mr. Croſſe and Mr. Atkinſon 
had given of their attachment to the religion 
and intereſts of the tabernacle, ſuch treatment 
of the Methodiſts would have been a little 
ſtrange and unaccountable; but I cannot 
think that it tended ſo much as many other 
parts of their conduct to bring them to infa- 
my and contempt. Mr. Croſſe ſeems to 
think that to treat the Methodiſts with diſre- 
ſpect is one of the greateſt poſſible ſins; and, 
I make no doubt, would rather actually be 
guilty of the crimes of Fraud, Simony, Per- 
jury, &c. than be even ſuſpected of want of 
regard either for the honour or intereſts of the 
tabernacle. 

1 Ir was ſaid that Mr. Croffe, having drawn up and ſub- 
ſcribed the certificate, alluded to, ſent it to the Vicar of 
Calverley, who alſo ſigned it. I hope Mr. Faber, whom J 
really reſpect as a Gentleman and a rational Divine, will 


excuſe the liberty I take in mentioning his name, on this 


occaſion : I doit, in hopes that this circumſtance may lead 
to a — of the truth. 
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tabernacle. As a proof of his being ſtedfaſt 
in the faith, and to ſhew the ſaints that he 
has not, as has been wickedly reported, apo- 
ſtatized, in any degree, from Methodiſm, he 
has taken this opportunity of propagating | 
ſome of their favourite and moſt intereſting 
tenets. You think, Sir, it ſeems, that the 
People of Bradford are fo profligate, and in fo 
forlorn and deſperate a fituation, with reſpe& 
to their ſpiritual concerns, notwithſtanding 
the inſtructions they receive in the regular 
ſervice of the church, the friendly admoni- 
tions they are favoured with, in the nightly 
meetings f the Saints, both in that holy place 
and the Vicarage, that it is neceſſary to give 
them a word of advice, both in ſeaſon, and 
out of ſeaſon. But, Sir, you had a further 
view in your religious exhortations, on this 
occaſion. You were in hopes, no doubt, that 
your dear pariſhioners would not ſuſpect that 
a man, who had ſo much religion in his 
mouth, could have any fraudulent or miſ- 
chievous deſigns in his heart. 1 ſhall fay 
nothing of the impropriety of mixing ſacred 
matters with your own profane and fecular 

"= concerns; 
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concerns; but ſhall proceed, at preſent, to 
conſider thoſe peculiar fins, which, with an 
earneſtneſs, proportioned to their enormity, 
you warn your dear pariſhioners to flee from. 
| Theſe, it ſeems, are Card-Playing, Dancing, 
and Theatrical Amuſements. Mr. Croſſe in- 
troduces his obſervations, on theſe important 
ſubjects, with the following addreſs to his 
pariſhioners : : I am ſenſible that to ſpeak or 
write againſt theſe eſtabliſhed modes of kill- 
ing time and ſpending money, is worſe than 
hereſy, and little leſs than high treaſon; yet 
as I perceive great damage likely to accrue to 
your ſpiritual concerns from an indulgence in 
| theſe vanities, I muſt, at all events, warn you 
againſt them, and thereby deliver my own 
foul.” He then proceeds to point his artil- 
lery at | 


'CARD-PLAYING. 
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Wirn reſpect to card-playing, the Vicar 
ſays, © That not to mention the waſte of 
time, and other evils incident to this bewitch- 
ing diverſion, I allem it is @ pgſtive breach of 

the 
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the tenth commandment ; for all card-players 
eovet, or deſire to win their neighbour's 
money, and Gop enjoins us not to covet, or 
deſire any thing that is our neighbour's.” 
And this comes from Mr. Croſſe, who has not 
only coveted or deſired the money of other 
people, but has, for ſeveral years, unjuſtly 
detained it, and employed every manceuvre, 
that either craft or avarice could ſuggeſt, to 
| ſecure it to his own uſe. I beg leave, en 
faſſant, to put him in mind of the words of 
an old-faſhioned book, which, I am ſorry to 
ſay, he never regards further than is compa- 
tible with his own ſelfiſh and worldly views. 
« Thou Hypocrite, pull out the beam out of 
thine own eye, &c. 


Bur, Sir, do you think it impoſſible for 
men of ſenſe, education, and fortune to ſit 
down to cards without a mean deſire of ac- 
quiring money? You judge, in this inſtance, 
I fear, from your own ſelfiſh diſpoſition; and, 
becauſe, in every tranſaction of your life, you 
have had an eye to your own intereſt, you at- 
tribute the ſame honourable deſign to others. 


You, 
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You, indeed, never play, and, probably, do 
not, becauſe you are afraid of /ofing; and, 
becauſe you have fortunately diſcovered means 
of acquiring wealth, without expoſing your 
own to any degree of riſque or danger. Burt, 
Sir, had you mixed with Gentlemen in the 
town or neighbourhood of Bradford, you 
would have ſeen in their conduct, on ſuch oc- 
caſions, nothing either mean, low, or avari- 
cious. You would have ſeen them pay money 


with the ſame alacrity and chearfulneſs with 


which they received it; and, what would have 
ſurprized you more, you would have ſeen 


© nothing of that diſappointment, vexation, and 
miſery, which you, judging from your own 


feelings, ſuppoſe muſt neceſſarily attend the 
loſs of 2 few /hillings. I beg leave to add, 
that my opinion on this ſubject is, in ſome de- 
gree, worthy the attention of the Public, from 
the following circumſtance. Having. paſſed 
the greateſt part of my life in a part of Eng- 
land, where this amuſement 18 never intro- 
duced, I came into Yorkſhire, - not only per- 
fectly ignorant of cards, but with ſome degree 
of prepoſſeſſion againſt them. From the man- 


ner, 
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ner, however, in which this amuſement was 
conducted in the town and neighbourhood of 
Bradford, I ſoon diſcovered, that it was not 
only perfectly harmleſs, but even attended 
with good and ſalutary conſequences. I ob- 
| ſerved that cards were uſed to check the cir- 
culation of the glaſs, and, thanks to this ſea- 
ſonable interruption, company generally ſepa- 
rated in the ſame cool and rational ſtate, in 
which they aſſembled. And it is with plea- 
ſure I aſſert, that in the ſpace of ſeven years, 
notwithſtanding the hoſpitality and love of 
| ſociety that prevails in the town and neigh- 
bouthood of Bradford, I never ſaw a Gentle- 
man in a houſe, where cards were introduced, 
approaching to a ſtate of folly and intoxica- 
tion, In the county of Salop, where cards 
are never introduced among Gentlemen, the 
bottle generally circulates till the company de- 
parts: this frequently occaſions ſome ſmall 
deviations from the good rules of ſobriety and 
diſcretion. To remedy this diſorder, in my 
trips to the South, I have occaſionally recom- 
mended cards; and have, ſometimes, ſucs 
ceeded in getting them introduced, to the 


bs benefit 
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benefit of my own poor head, as well as chat 
of others. For ſuch conduct I make no doubt 
Mr. Croſſe and the other Gentlemen of the 
tabernacle wiil conſider me as an heretic and 
an infidel; but I ſhall never think myſelf bad- 
ly employed in making uſe of any means, 
however trifling, to prevent immorality, and 
Preſerve the health of my fellow-citizens, 
And I beg leave to add as my ſerious opinion, 


(if a ſerious opinion can be given on ſuch a 


ſubje&) that if cards were introduced, in all 
companies, when Gentlemen have drank half 
a pint, or, if you will, a pint of wine, they 
would contribute, in a great meaſure, to prevent 
intoxication and vice *. But, Sir, I have ſome 
what to ſay in behalf of the amuſement itſelf; 


and, as I do not play myſelf, I cannot be ſuſ- 


pected 


* I DINED once with the Vicar of Bradford, and acknow- 


| ledge, to his honor, that there is no occaſion for introducing 


cards, to prevent intoxication at his table. The company 
conſiſted of four Clergymen and two Ladies. Aﬀer 
feaſting plentifully on gooſe and gooſe- pye, we finiſhed, 
in the ſpace of two hours, one bottle ; and though we fat to- 
gether till paſt ſeven in the evening, no other bottle ap- 


peared, to the great diſappointment and moxtification of 
the Clergy. 
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pected of partiality or attachment. I conſider 
the man, who plays the game of V hiſt with 
temper and ingenuity, as innocently and ho- 
nourably employed, as if he was playing 
on the violin, or ſolving a propoſition in 
Euclid *. The chance of getting or loſing a 
few ſhillings will have no other effect on a 
Gentleman than to keep awake his attention, 
and put him upon exerciſing his memory and 
ingenuity. - To this picture of ſocial pleaſure 
I beg leave to add, by way of contraſt, the 
Vicar of Bradford, ſitting in ſolitary ſelfiſh- 
neſs, calculating what is to be got by the pru- 
dent management of a /ub/cription, or the 
profitable, but unknown receipt of an ora- 
torio. 


E Bor 


* I nave introduced the violin, becauſe I have ſeen one 
hung, up in the Vicarage, and coaclude, from thence, that 
the Vicar, occaſionally, amuſes himſelf with this inſtrument. 
To this I have no objection. Trahit ſua guemque voluptas. 
But ought the man, who lays aſide the grave deportment of 
the Divine for the light employment and unſeemly attitude 
of the Fiddler, to declaim, with acrimony, againſt his pa- 
riſhioners, who, with much leſs indecorum, join in the ſilent 
gravity of whit, or engage in the unceaſing, but harmleſs 
loquacity of guadrille ? 
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Bur why, Sir, admoniſh, in this public 
manner, your pariſhioners againſt the ſin of 
card-playing ? The World will conclude, from 


the fervour of your admonitions, that the peo- 


ple of Bradford conſiſt chiefly of Sharpers and 


"Gamblers. But, Sir, you have no grounds 


for ſuch an inſinuation; and I can aſſert, with 
truth, that card-playing prevails, at preſent, 
to a leſs degree, in the town of Bradford, 
than in any part of the Weft Riding. I 
know no reaſon that you have for writing, or 
Mr. Atkinſon for preaching againſt card-play- 
ing in the town of Bradford, unleſs it is to 
inſult a worthy and venerable woman, who, 
ſometimes, indulges in amuſements of this 
kind. But, Sir, 1 will venture to afhrm, that 
there is not one of your dear pariſhioners, 
even of thoſe who moſt admire your piety or 
your principles, that would not rather take 
this good woman's chance of going to hangen 
than that either of the Vicar, or his Carate * 

DANCIN 0. 


* Ms. ATKINSON, whenever he ſpeaks of cards, adopts 
the language o the ect, and politely ſtiles them the Devil's 
Books; yet they are books which his Brother frequently 

conſuits 


nm —— a Oo 
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DANCING. 


— eee en 


ON this head the Vicar tells us, That 
promiſcuous dancing is a heatheniſh cuſtom, 
that it lets looſe the reins of wantonneſs, is a 
great incentive to uncleanneſs, an enemy to 
chaſtity, and a recreation unworthy of ra- 
tional creatures; that the uſual concomitants of 
it are drinking, fooliſh and frothy talk, im- 
modeſt poſtures and geſtures; ſo that to plead 

| | „ 


conſults both before and after dinner, and which, to judge | 
from his play and his practice, he is, at leaft, as well ac- 
quainted with, as either Burn's * or Blachſtone 


Commentaries. 


War | have ſaid above to the Vicar, I now ſay to his 
Curate, Mr. Atkinſon. Ought the man, who aſſumes the 
dreſs and character of the Sportſman, engages in the amo- 
rous expeditions of the Sailor, or the worldly occupa- 
tion of the Printer, to rail at his fellow-citizens, who 
partake, now and then, of the harmleſs and much more 
decent amuſements of the card-table ? But this man, as 
well as his maſter, ſometimes forgets the words of an old- 
faſhioned book, Phy/ici ſeian, heal thyſelf. 


ot 
\ 
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for it, is to e for an accumulation of fins 
and enormities.” 


Ipo, Sir, from your picture of dancing, 
that you never were in an aſſembly of this 
+ kind, where any regard to decency or deco- 
rum was obſerved. It is well known that, in 
your youth, you were a conſtant attendant on 
city hops; and from theſe, which generally ter- 
minated in an aſſignation, or bed- fellow for 
the night, you ſeem to have taken your ideas 
of our preſent aſſemblies. But, Sir, in this 
inſtanee, you valiantly march to battle, becauſe 
you know that there is no enemy in the field. 
The town of Bradford has no aſſembly of this 
kind. The rebellion of a few, hot- headed, 
and inconſiderate youths induced our amiable 
Queen to reſign the reins of government; and 
as with her aroſe, ſo with her diſappeared the 
ſplendor and Wy of this eſtabliſh- 

ment f. 

| LK 

+ I wiLL not ſay of our late gracious Queen what Mr. 
Burke has ſaid of another, who, in every thing that is amia- 
ble and praiſe · worthy, is far her inferior; but I beg leave 

; to 
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Bur, Sir, whilſt this aſſembly ſubſiſted, "ſh 
was conducted with order and regularity. 
There was nothing appeared in it that either 
religion or reaſon could diſapprove; and, I 
will venture to aſſert, that the Vicar of Brad- 
ford, in all the beauty and vigour of his 
youth, might have walked through the room, 
without being folicited by a ſingle Lady to 
withiraw., In the Pruſſian Princeſs you 
found an eaſy conqueſt, becauſe you met with 
a woman accuſtomed to the pleaſures and lux- 
ury of a court; but, Sir, in the Ladies of 
Bradford you would have diſcovered: nothing 
but politeneſs, delicacy, and innocence *, 


Bur, 


to add, what I am ſure no one, who experienced the bleſſ- 
ings of her reign, will deny, that ſhe diſcharged the duties 
of her high ſtation with eaſe, dignity, and condeſcenſion. 
In every thing ſhe ſeemed to conſult the eaſe and conve- 
nience of her ſubjects more than her own pleaſure or grati- 
fication; an encomium, which, I am ſorry to ſay, can be 
beſtowed, with truth, on few * | 


* Tun Vicar tells us in a note, that, in Ea times, 
men and women danced apart, without mixing with one 
another : this he ſeems to approve of; but might not this 


W 


\ 
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Bur, Sir, do you imagine that the aſſem« 
blies of LEEDS are attended with bib and 
frothy talk, immodeft poſtures, &c.? If you do, 
you entertain a very unjuſt and ſcandalous 
opinion of the reſpectable perſonages, of both 
ſexes, who frequent thoſe aſſemblies. Your 
friend, Doctor Hamilton, who is juſtly con- 
ſidered as the Luke of Methodiſm (being both 
Apoſtle and Phyſician) will inform you that 
theſe meetings are conducted with the ſtricteſt 
propriety, order, and decorum f. But it is 


be productive of a paſſion much worſe than that which he 
deprecates? It might, perhaps, bring again into faſhion the 
charming, but unnatural ſong of 


F Se . . ardebat A. 


+ n I believe, is the firſt Gentleman of 
Scotland, who bas quitted the grave practice of the kirk 
for the light quackery and mountebank tricks of the taber- 
nacle. But the. church of Scotland, according to Mr. 
Dundas, is founded on à rock of poverty; and, therefore, 
the hungry Preſbyterian-of the North (I uſe his own words) 
flies from her to fatten and to frolic in the better paſtures of 
the South. Beſides, Methodiſm is a new and improving 


trade; and Mr. Dundas has ſhewn his countrymen that a 


2 man will, oecaſionally, conform to any religion. 
But 
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not, Sir, in public aſſemblies, in which the good 
ſenſe and manners of the age will permit no 
violation of decency, but in the houſes of 
Clergymen, which are converted into places 
of rendezvous, for the accommodation of both 
ſexes, and where a Gentleman (famed too for 
his Im and virility) has been indulgently 

M left 


But though the Doctor has deſcended to the care of the 
body, he does not neglect the ſpiritual and more important 
part of his fellow-creatures z for he, occaſionally, appears 
in the Meeting Houſe in Leeds, in the character of 4 
Methodiſt Preacher, and contributes much, by extempore 
effuſions, to confirm the diſciples in the faith, and increaſe 
their veneration for John Weſley. The World, no doubt, 
will be ſurprized at bearing of a Phyſician turning Metho- 
diſt Preacher, or rather of a Methodiſt Preacher turning 
Phyſician. But when they conſider the rapid progreſs , 


| Methodiſm is making in Leeds, and that the members of 


this ſe& conſider it as a pious act to employ a brother, they 
will obſerve that it is an act of policy as well as benevolence 
to unite, in one perſon, the Dactar and Divine. It muſt, 
however, be acknowledged, that to ſupport the two cha- 
raters, with equal propriety.and ſucceſs, requires extra- 
ordinary abilities; for, in my opinion, the pupil of Hippo- 
crates differs as much from the diſciple of John Weſley, as 
the dignity of Cato is removed from the low tricks and 
bare - faced ingenuity of Scapin. 


See the Cheats of Scapin, 4 Ak 
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left folus cum fola, that prevail frothy talk, i im- 
modeſt poſtures, and jeſting, which is not 
convenient. You, Sir, have permitted theſe 
practices in your own houſe; but it was to pro- 
mote the amuſement and worldly intereſt of a 
Brother, and, therefore, is juſtly conſidered 
by the Saints as an act of charity and bene vo- 
lence *. Tunis 


*' RIDICULOUS as the notions of the Methodiſts are up- 
on theſe ſubjects, the miſchief they have done in the Weſt- 
Riding, particularly among the fair ſex, is inconceivable. 
I ſhall mention a remarkable inſtance well known to the 
inhabitants of Bradford. A young Lady, who was beauti- 
ful and innocent as an angel, ſometimes indulged herſelf 
in card playing and dancing; in the latter of which ſhe par- 
ticularly excelled. On hearing from the Methodiſts that 
theſe were in, and reflecting that ſhe had long been en- 
gaged in a finful courſe of life, ſhe became grave, loſt that 
ſprighely chearfulneſs which was wont to enliven the hap- 
py circle of her friends, and bid adieu, for ever, to the 
pleaſures of ſociety. Mr. Atkinfon, indeed, touched with 
pity for her ſituation, offered to conduct her from this 
gloomy ſcene to the enjoyments of elyſium, to a life of dal- 
larice and joy. He benevolently offered himfelf for her 
amuſement and gratification ; but, ſtrange to tell, the gra- 
 cious offer was rejeclad. Mr. Atkinſon, however, bore 

the diſappeintment with * and er 
by the poet's admonition, 


Invenies alium, fi te hic fa Midi An. 
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Tuis worthy Divine next proceeds, in the 
true ſpirit of the tabernacle, to attack 


THEATRICAL ENTERTAINMENTS. 


« Ig the ſight of a comedy, he exclaims, 
likely to make you more crucified to the 
World? Is your love to Gop fo hot, that it 
needs an extingur/ber] ?''—But, Sir, is this 
the language of ſober, rational piety, or ought 
the love of Gon to be ſpoken of in this 
ſtrange and irreverent manner?—He goes on 
in the ſame charitable ſtrain exclaiming,— 
„Have you not obſerved it? Have you not 
taken notice, how men and women, who had 

M3... ſome 

* nn in his uſual, ſneaking way, half aſhamed 
of the doctrine he inculcates, gives us theſe words as quo- 
tations from ethers; but, as he introduces them in ſupport 
of his ſentiments on this ſubject, they may juſtly be con- 
ſidered as his own. And, for what I know, they may be 
his own; for | know nothing more of the reſpectable per- 
ſonages, to hom he attributes tnem, than that Cornelius 
Agrippa has written on the Black Art, (which Mr. Croſſe 
has probably ſtudied under him) and that Hornect, . the 
other object of his veneration, was placed in the Dunciad, 
by Pope, for his impudence and fanaticiſm. 
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ſome zeal for religion and very pious inclina- 
tions, how their zeal hath decreaſed on fre- 
quenting theſe houſes? How flat they are 
grown in their devotion? How ſlovenly and 
ſuperficial in Gop's ſervice? Conſider then 
what you are doing who plead for theſe anti- 
chriſtian fooleries, and whether you are not, 


in reality, Factors for Hell?“ 


Bur, Sir, is this ſpeaking, either with pro- 
priety or decency, of public amuſements 


ſanctioned by the Legiſlature, and not, unfre- 
quently, honoured with the preſence of our 
gracious Sovereign? Whatever foibles this 
Monarch may poſſeſs, (for Kings are no more 
immaculate than other men) I believe his p:cty 
was never called in queſtion. His patriotiſm, 
too, Sir, far from being endangered, will be 
improved by exhibitions of this kind; for 1 
make no ſcruple to affirm that the Britiſh 
Theatre is 4 School for Kings, which, if duly 
attended to, will make them the friends, in- 
ſtead of the enemies of mankind, I have ſeen 
our gracious Prince warmed even to emula- 
tion by the mild virtues of a Tamerlane, and 


8 exulting 
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exulting, with heart-felt joy, at the a 
of a Monarch, whoſe duplicity and unfeeling 
heart rendered him the ſcourge, and not the 
father of his people. I have ſeen too the beau- 
teous Princeſſes lamenting the indiſcretion of 
the amorous, but loſt Caliſta; and, as it is not 
likely that a theſe Royal Virgins will taſte 
the pleaſures of virtuous, wedded love, is it 
not an act of piety, as well as prudence, to let 
them behold, in time; the ſad conſequences of 
lawleſs and ungoverned paſſions ? 


- PERMIT me, Sir, to ſay that even yon, elect 
and illuminated as you are, might make ſome | 
addition to your ſtock of piety by the ſeaſon- 
able admonitions of the Theatre. A proper 
repreſentation of the LAvare and Tartuffe 
would, probably, contribute more to cure you 
of two odious and dangerous diſorders, than 
either the exhortations of the Moraliſt, or the 
more intereſting doctrines of Chriſtianity.— 
The former you profeſs to diſregard; and 
the latter, however fluently they deſcend 
from your lips, have not yet appeared, i in any 
degree, 
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degree, to influence either your life or con- 


verſation. Þ 


Bo 7. 77 not content with repreſenting 
our hath as open flood-gates to fin,” 


you 


4 Tas Viearef Bradford, in ſome 8 of his character, 
much reſembles the preſent King of Pruſſia. The King 
is at the head of a ſect intitled the Illuminated; and, ſo late 
as June laſt, iſſued an edict, by which he orders all officers 
under government to attend ehurch twice every Sunday, 
and confeſs twice a- year. The Vicar is at the head of a 
ſect, of the fame nature, in the Weſt-Riding, and earneſtly 
exhorts thoſe, who are under his ſpiritual government, to be 
regular and fervent in their devotions. Yet the former is 
conftantly and anxiouſly employed in procuring women to 
gratify his appetite 3 and the latter is no leſs ſeriouſly en- 
gaged in gftifying his ruling paſſion, the love of money, 

without any regard to the equity, or injuſtice of the means, 
It is certainly laudable in theſe great perſonages, however 
indifferent they may be about their own ſalvation, to pro- 


- mote, as far as is in their power, the fururo FREED bf 
thoſe. committed to their care. 


| Yer 2 ſmall portion of 5 might, N in | theſe 

matters, be more efficacious than either edits, or exhor- 
rations, But allowance muſt be made for human infirmity, 
as well in Priefs,-as in Princes. It is, undoubtedly, lefs 


irkſome and unpleaſant to give good advice, than to follow 
or — it. 
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you forbid us even to read dramatic compo- 
ſitions, becauſe they abound, you tell us, with 
obſcenity and luſt, That ſome of our old co- 
medies abound with obſcene alluſions cannot 
be denied; but I know no compoſition, of 
this kind, that has been publiſhed for the laſt 
twenty years, that is liable, in any degree, to 
this imputation. Our tragedies, far from 
being diſgraced by exhibitions of luſt, in ge- 
neral, breathe a pure and diſintereſted, love; 


and many of them, by their Ns and * 
lime morality, contribute 


To wake the ſoul by tender abe of WG 
« To raiſe the genius, and to mend the heart.” 


Bur 7, Sir, the moſt licentious of our plays, 
The Beggar*s Opera, has not a ſentiment, or a 
ſong ſo lewd and immoral as ſome part — Mr. 
Atkinſon's Poetical Eſſays. His Lucy is far 
more wanton than Macheath's, and, by folicit= | 
ing kiſſes, and calling aloud for embraces, far 
outdoes his yielding, but not immodeſt Polly, 
who thought it ** enough, on certain 

occations, | 
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occaſions, to remain paſſive and unreſiſting“. 
But why, Sir, ſay a ſyllable to the inhabitants 
of Bradford about Theatrical Entertainments? 
| They have no Theatre; and therefore whatever 
| may 


Bur Mr. Croſſe, who cannot bear laſciviouſneſs from 
the pen of a Layman, or the mouth of an Actor, does not 
ſeem to diſapprove of it in a Clergyman for, on the death of 
Mr. Richardſon, whoſe piety and paſtoral care had much 
| endeared him to his pariſhioners, he thought proper to 
beſtow the Curacy of Howarth on Mr. William Atkinſon. 
But the greater part of the income being, unfortunately, at 
the diſpoſal of the inhabitants, they did not chooſe to be 
diſtinguiſhed from every pariſh in Great Britain, by the 
ſingular felicity of poſſeſſing a Clergyman, who was better 
known for his adventures as a Sailor, and his occupation as 
a Printer, than either his talents as a ſcholar, or his ſerious 
deportment as a divine. Beſides, the people of Howarth 
are a ſhrewd, ſenſible, diſcerning people; and, it is proba- 
ble, as they had heard of Mr. Atkinſon's declaration, That 
| he could prevail on any woman, in two hours, to ſubmit to 

his embraces,” that they were under ſome apprehenſion (if 

he ſhould come among them) for the chaſtity of their wives 
and daughters. That this was really the caſe, appears from 
the objection made by ſome of the inhabitants, that he was 
not married; for they ſeemed to think, according to the ex- 
preſſive language of the Vicar, that if he had had, at that 
time, an Extinguiſber for his love, it would have been ner 
Gar ſo hot, formidable, or alarming. 
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may be their inclinations, cannot indulge 
much in amuſements of this kind. 


Bor, Sir, I am aware of your deſign, and 
acknowledge your ingenuity. You are ad- 
vancing, by a fide wind, to the attack of Hali- 
fax and Leeds, which I know you conſider 
as the Sodom and Gomorrah of the Weſt-Riding. 
But I hear, with pleaſure, that you begin to 
entertain hopes of the ſalvation of the former, 
from the pious exertions of Mr. Coulthurſt; 
but ſtill feel a painful anxiety for the latter, 
for want of the ſtrenuous and Vicarial interpo- 
fition of Mr. Miles Atkinſon. Had that Gentle- 
man been elected Vicar, I agree with you that 
a revolution in manners would have taken 
place in the town of Leeds. The card-tables 
would have been broken, the affembly-rooms 
ſhut, and the Factor f Hell, Mr. Wilkinſon 
and his ungodly crew, would have been ba- 
niſhed for ever. The three Vicars, or, if you 
will, the three Black Crows, would havereign- 
ed triumphant, and, under the auſpices of John 
Weſley, would have formed a triumvirate to 
check the progreſs of morality and rational 
N | religion, 
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religion, and to extend the gloomy influence 
of fanaticiſm and ſuperſtition *. But, thank 
Heaven and the integrity of the electors, the 
Vicarage of Leeds was not to be purchaſed 
.with money, nor was it at the diſpoſal of the 
Minifter, to be given as the reward of elec- 
lioncering ingenuity. The electors had too much 
veneration for the mother church to ſuffer it to 
be converted into a conventicle, and too much 


regard 


* Tue following inftance of ſuperſtition is worth the 
Reader's attention, not only as it ſhews to what a ſtate of 
ignorance and folly it reduces the human mind, but as it 
will give him an idea of the ſtate of religion in Spain, in 
the eighteenth century. « The companies of inſurance, i in 
the laſt war, having each its favourite Saint, ſuch as San 
Rammon de Pena Forta, la Virgen de la Merced, and others, 
aſſociated in form, by the articles of partnerſhip, and named 
in every policy of inſurance; and having allotted to them 
( the Saints) their correſpondent dividend, the fame as to 
any other partner, they concluded that, with ſuch powerful 
aſſociates, it was not poſſible for them to ſuffer loſs. Under 

this perſuaſion, they ventured, in the year 1779, to. inſure 
the French Weſt Indiamen at fifty per cent. when the Eng- 
liſh and Dutch had refuſed to do it at any premium; and, 
indeed, when m_ of the Ihips were already i in the Engliſh | 
FR” n 

7 8 er *. Spain in 1786 * 1787. 
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regard for the health and welfare of their fel- 
low-citizens to deprive them of thoſe innocent 
relaxations, which ſmooth the brow of care, 
and make a return to the labours of induftry 
leſs irkſome and uncomfortable *. They have, 
therefore, elected a Vicar, who, to the charac- 
ter of a rational Divine, unitès the accompliſh- 
ments of a ſcholar, and the liberality of a Gen- 


tleman. His doctrine and example, Sir, will 
N 2 lead 


* Tur liberality with which theſe Gentlemen, and 
others, ſubſcribed 1000 l. for the benefit of Mr. Miles Atkin- 
ſon, to enable him to bear with patience and reſignation the 
diſappointment he experienced in not having the Vicarage 
of Leeds, does them great honour ; but it ſhews plainly 
that they chooſe rather to give one thouſand pounds than be 
under the government of an arbitrary and deſpotic Prieſt, 
The money was certainly judiciouſly and benevolently ex- 
pended, as it has continued to the inhabitants thoſe inno- 
cent and rational enjoyments, which they would not have 
been indulged in under the reign of Papal tyranny and fa- 
naticiſm; for Methodiſm is now what Popery was a cen- 
tury ago. It is ſomewhat extraordinary, and worthy the 
attention of the Public, that, as the Catholic religion is ad- 
vancing forwards, and approaches nearer and nearer to 
Proteſtantiſm ard to ſcripture, Methodiſm, by a retro- 
grade motion, is going backwards to folly and ſuperſti- 
tion. 
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lead his pariſhioners from earth to heaven, 
without depriving them, on their journey thi- 
ther, of thoſe comforts and accomodations, 
which Providence has not forbidden, and which 
tend to make the road through life leſs weari- 
ſome and unpleaſant. He has no deſign on their 
property, no ſordid paſſion to gratify ; and, 
therefore, will not, becauſe diſappointed in 
his views, rail at his pariſhioners in the lan- 
guage of Billingſgate, or, uncharitably, con- 
ſign them to ruin and perdition. He will not 
quit the precepts of morality, or the more im- 
portant doctrines of Chriſtianity, to regulate a 
card-table, or ſettle the etiquette of an aſſembly- 
room, but will leave this honourable employ- 
ment to thoſe buſy, meddling, preſumptuous 
Prieſts, who, not ſatisfied with enforcing the 
written orders of the Deity, take the liberty of 
adding to them commandments of their owr; 
and, becauſe they are incapable of diſtinguiſh- 
ing themſelves by their learning, or any ho- 
nourable accompliſhment, endeavour to do it 
by an attachment to 7rifies, which have no 


influence 
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* either on the welines or the ſalvation 
of mankind *. 


| 8 now conſidered the three great 
ſins of the tabernacle (which happily for man- 
kind are not thoſe of the bible) I proceed to 
matters of much leſs conſequence, but which 
I ought not to diſregard, becauſe they were 
| benevolently 


* One of theſe wiſe men, Rowland Hill, the grand 
maſter of the foundery, whom Mr. Croſſe eonſiders as a 
Saint of the firſt magnitude, has lately publiſhed a 2 
inveQive againſt the amuſements alluded to. 


His argument ex abſurdo is equally new and ingenious, 
He cries out, Who ever heard of a manual of prayers 
adapted to theſe occaſions? Who ever heard of a prayer 
before going to a Play, a prayer before Dancing, or a prayer 
before ſitting down to a Card- Table?“ He might have ſaid 
to the Vicar of Bradford, © Who ever heard of a prayer 
before going to a Maſquerade ®”? 


Tai does not know who has heard of ſuch things, but 
he has frequently heard, and with no ſmall degree of plea- 
ſure, as it affords an additional proof of his piety, that on 
the anniverſary of the Berlin Maſquerade, the Vicar offers 
up a ſolemn thankſgiving for his wonderful deliverance, on 
that memorable day, from the power of Satan, and the 
temptation held out to him by the — Princeſs. 


5 
* 
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benevolently written for my edification and 


improvement. The Vicar is pleaſed to ſay, 


That, according to his arithmetic, for every 
ten jokes I have made a hundred enemies.” 
I ſhall make no remark on the well-known 
inaccuracy of his arithmetic ; but beg leave to 
aſk who, or where thoſe enemies are? I ſup- 


Poſe, Sir, from your knowing them, that they 


are all diſciples of John Weſley. It is natural 
for them to hate and deteſt a man who has 
expoſed the vices of the tabernacle, and 
brought to ſhame, and, in ſome degree, to 
Juſtice, the great Apoſtle of the Weſt-Riding. 


Bur I will not believe that any worthy, 
or good man has been offended at my admini- 
ſtering, from time to time, a few grains of 
ipecacuanba to John Croſſe, to make him diſ— 
gorge the ill-gotten wealth, which, in an evil 
hour, he imprudently as well as voraciouſſy 
ſwallowed. But, Sir, have I attacked, or even 
ſmiled at the foibles of any amiable or innocent 
character? I defy you to point out a ſingle 
individual, who is intitled, in any degree, 
either to public eſteem, or private regard, 

| | that 
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that has been treated by me either with freedom 
or diſreſpect. In the various trifles I have 
written, I have never ſpied, en paſſant, a vir- 
tuous and reſpected character, without ſtep- 
ping inſtantly out of the path I was in to pay 
him that tribute of reſpe& and reverence, 
which he merited *. That I have treated na ves 
and fools in a different manner, I am ready 
to admit; and I have ſeen, with pleaſure, the 
Public approve of the propriety of the diſtinc- 
tion. But, Sir, you complain of the ſeverity 
and bitter reflections which you have found, 
relative to your/elf, in my publications. I beg 
leave to aſk, if your own unjuſt and unac- 
| countable conduct did not naturally give birth 
to thoſe reflections? I ſhall ſtate this matter 
with all the coolneſs and candour I am ca- 


pable of, and leave it to the World to judge 
whether 


* THE Reader, I hope, will do me the juſtice to recol- 
lect, that whatever has been my ſubject, whether Preſby- 
terian, or Churchman, Whig, or Tory, whatever may be my 
own ſentiments either in religion, or politics, I have treated 
each according to his reſpective merits. 


Such conduct, I make no doubt, has met with the ap- 
plauſe of the Public, becauſe it has deſerved it. 


224 ——_— 
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whether you have been treated with neceſſary, 
of unreaſonable ſeverity. . 


Ix the Critique (in 1787) I alluded to your 
conduct in terms rather ambiguous, than un- 


civil, or ſevere; and I did fo, becauſe I thought 


that an intimation to a Clergyman, that he was 
acting a diſhoneſt, or diſhonourable part, 
would have called him back, without delay, 


to the path of equity and honour. Finding, 


however, that you were deaf to this call in 
the Remarks (in 1789) I ventured to call a lit- 
tle louder, in hopes of rouſing you from the 
inſenſibility you either laboured under, or 
affected, and bringing you back, at laſt, to a 
ſenſe of the impropriety as well as ſinfulneſs 
of ſuch conduct. But, Sir, inſtead of diſcovering 
any ſigns of repentance, or any inclination to 
make atonement for your crime by reſtitution, 
you preſented me with a letter, by way of 
memorial, in which you attempted to juſtify 
your claim to the ſums in queſtion. I prin- 
ted your memorial, with an anſwer ſubjoin- 
ed. in which I demonſtrated the truth of the 
{ſeveral charges brought againſt you to the 

ſatisfaction 
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fatisfaCtion of every impartial and reſpectable 
character in the Weſt-Riding *. I had the 
pleaſure to obſerve that it was the general 
opinion that, in the public buſineſs you had 
undertaken, you had ated a mean, fraudu- 
lent, and treacherous part. 1 obſerved too that 
the ipecacuanha began to work. Your inſen- 
ſibility gradually decreaſed. You appeared 
ſeriouſly alarmed. You. ſaw plainly that the 
money muſt be given up, or Mr. B. removed 
from his ſituation in Bradford School, You 
prudently determined on the latter. You 
were aware that if you ſucceeded in your at- 
tempt, the Hercules that had dragged you 
into light, would ſoon diſappear; and you 
hoped to ſneak back into obſcurity, and feed 
undiſturbed on the offals you had quitted. 
But, Sir, as to do miſchief, and keep out of 
ſight is your maxim, you ingeniouſly fixed 
on Mr. B. to be the Guy Faux that was to ſet 
fire to the train you had laid. I was forry to 
ſee one of his Majeſty's Juſtices condeſcend 

O "OE" 


* SEE Letter to the Abe of Remarks, with Reply, 
in 1790. 
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to be a tool in the hand of ſo bad a workman. 
But, Sir, when you found, on examination, 


that the ground you ſtood on was rotten, and 


likely to flip from under your feet, you pru- 
dently run off, and left his worſhip to eſcape, 
how he could, from the ſtate of danger and 
diſgrace into which you had brought him f. 
Bor 


+ NorwirzsrAxpixd the many ſingular and curious 


tranſactions this enterpriſing genius has been engaged in, 


fince my laſt publication, I ſhall ſay noting of him at pre- 


ſent. They who are acquainted with the ftory of The 


. Rump and Dozen, the Dam-Stones, and the honourable 


manner in which he purchaſed Mr, Wood's ſhare in the 
cotton-works, will obſerve, with pleaſure, that he perſe- 
veres in the ſame line of politeneſs, propriety, and ſober 
conſideration, which has made his conduct fo long the ſub- 
ject of public wonder and admiration. —l hope Mr. B. will 
conſider this conduct, on my part, as an act of lenity and 
forbearance, and be the more thankful for it, as he is con- 
ſcious that he no way deſerves it: for, ſince the publica- 
tion of my lait pamphlet, he has invented and propagated 
a ſcandalous falſehesad, not only with a view to injure me, 
but to difturb the peace of ſociety, which he affects to have 
ſa much at heart. Mr. B. knows to what I allude, be- 


cauſe I bave written to him, in my own name, on the ſub- 


ject.—It is ſomewhat remarkable that Trim has nothing 
to fear, or guard againſt, but falſehood, and that there is no- 
thing upon earth that Mr. B. is ſo much afraid of as truth. 


14 
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Bur you ſay, Sir, That my motives for 
engaging in this buſineſs could not be good, 
becauſe my deſign was not ſo much to expoſe 
the vice, as the perſon of the offender.” I will 
frankly own that I did not confine myſelf to 
the former, becauſe I ſaw that it would anſwer 
no good purpoſe. To have declaimed againft 
Fraud and avarice, without naming the offen- 
der (as you ſeem to wiſh I had done) would 
never have been the means of bringing him 
to juſtice : Beſides 1 had heard Mr. Atkinſon 
declaim, from time to time, in your preſence, 
againſt theſe vices, with an eloquence far ſu- 
perior to mine, and obſerved that you remain- 
ed fixed and immoveable like a rock aſſaulted, 
but no way ſhaken by the waves. I, there- 


fore, found it neceſſary to bring you in pro- 


pria perſona to the bar of the Public, and did 
not ſee any cruelty, or even impropriety in 
ſuch conduct, becauſe I could not conceive 


that an boneſi man would object to, or be, at 
| O 2 ; all, 


+ This ſentiment of the Vicar has been expoſed, with 
much energy, by Pope, in the following lines : 
« O ſpare the perſon, but expoſe the vice! 
« What, Sir, not damn the ſharper, but the dice?” 
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all, afraid of a jury of his countrymen. But 
you intimate that I might have been more 
uſefully employed in reforming my own errors 
than in pointing out, or declaiming againſt 
your's, That you would have been better 
Pleaſed at ſeeing me engaged in the former 
than in the latter occupation, I am inclined 
to believe; but, Sir, if you with to ſee me 
thus uſefully employed, condeſcend to point 
my errors, and they ſhall be immediately 
corrected, without your having the trouble, 
year after year, (as your monitor had) to repeat 
your exhortations. * 


Bur, 


Tux Vicar, in his pamphlet, expreſſes a wiſh that 
every Author would put his zame to his publications; and 


adds that, in his opinion, literature would be much bene- 
fited by this practice. I am inclined to think otherwiſe, 
becauſe I have obſerved that a name of ſome note in the li- 
terary world frequently beſtows a degree of credit and re- 


putation on writings, which they, by no means, deſerve. I 


ſhould be glad to ſee compoſitions, of all kinds, ſtand or 
fall by their own intrinſic merit, independent of names, 
prepoſſeſſion, or prejudice. But the Vicar, in this inſtance, 
I ſuppoſe, alludes to ny publications: if he does, there is 
no degree of truth or propriety in the obſervation ; for my 
publications cannot fairly be conſidered as anonymous. I 

| | have 
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Bor, Sir, I judge from your pamphlet, 
which being the labour of ſome years, proba- 
bly contains all you have diſcovered, and all 
you know, that you have, hitherto, diſcovered 
but one error in my conduct; and that is the 
vigilant and unremitted attention I have be- 
ſtowed on your's. It has, indeed, coſt me 
much attention, ſome labour, and no ſmall 


degree of perſeverance; but, Sir, I have had my 
reward. I have ſeen you, after a ſiege of five 


years, ſurrender on terms highly advanta- 
geous, indeed, to yourſelf, but flattering, in 
ſome degree, to the beſieger; as the fortreſs 
had been generally conſidered as perfectly 


ſafe 


have always acknowledged them, and was as well known 
to be the author of them, 2s Mr. Atkinſon was known to 
be the author and printer of The Looking-Glaſs. Beſides, as 
ſoon as my Letter to Mr. Crofle appeared, I wrote to him, in 
my own name, expreſſing my belief that he would find every 
circumſtance fairly and accurately ſtated, and intimated, if, 
inadvertently, any error had crept into it, (for I was fure 
there was no wilful one) that if he would condeſcend to 
point it out, | would take an early opportunity of correct- 
ing it. Aſter this fair, manly, and explicit conduct, I ſub- 
mit to the Public, whether Mr. Croſſe has any reaſon to 
complain of anonymous publications, 
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ſafe and impregnable. You have given up 


ane hundred and thirty pounds, which you have 


unjuſtly detained for ſeveral years; but, in the 
very act of doing it, as if out of humour with 
yourſelf and the world, you exclaim, with a 
ſigh, © That cenſure is a tax which a man 
muſt pay to the Public for being eminent, or 


uſeful.” This, Sir, I believe is the firſt time 


that an act of reſtitution has been alluded to in 
ſupport of innocence, or integrity. It is juſt 
the ſame, in my opinion, as a man producing 
an inſtance of robbery or theft, in defence of 


his character that has been defamed, or miſre- 
preſented. But, Sir, it is unneceſſary to ſay 


more on this head. The very act of reſtitu- 
tion ſuperſedes all evidence, and will make a 
deeper impreſſion on the Public than either 
your eloquence, or my declamation. Your 
utility, Sir, I do not mean to call in queſtion; 
but beg leave to obſerve that it has, hitherto, 


been confined, no doubt, from proper motives, 


to yourſelf. Your eminence I admit to whatever 
height, or extent, you think proper. It has 
not only attracted the attention of the County 
of York, but has been the wonder and admira- 

tion 
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tion of Great Britain. TIPPOO SAIB is not 
more eminent for tenderneſs and humanity, or 
LOUIS XVI. for intrepidity and ſpirit, than 


the Vicar of Bradford for integrity, diſintereſt- 
edneſs, and truth. = 


Bor, Sir, you have been pleaſed to intimate 


that my chief object in writing has been to 


get money. I make no doubt you ſeriouſly 
think ſo, and that this ſuſpicion, more than 
any regard for your character and reputation, 
has induced you to commence Author. You 
ſaw the rapid ſale of my publications, and na- 
turally wiſhed to engage in what you thought 
a profitable undertaking. Beſides, /ub/criptions 
and oratorios being at an end in the town of 
Bradford, it was neceſſary to look out for ſome 
new calling, in which you might exerciſe 
your talents and ingenuity. The honourable 
manceuvre you introduced, on this occaſion, 
I hope fully anſwered your expectation. You 
ſent your pamphlets in baſkets, from houſe to 
houſe, in the town and neighbourhood of Brad- 
ford, and requeſted your dear pariſhioners to 
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buy a book *. The flattery, the hook was 
baited with, caught, no doubt, many gaping 
and thoughtleſs gudgeons. When I ſtoop to 
the ſoine practices, I may, perhaps, reap the 


ſame 


* As Mr. Crofle has, occaſionally, embelliſhed his work 
with ver/es, which, from their melody and good ſenſe, I 
judge to be either his ewn, or Mr. Atkinſon's, I beg leave, 
in turn, to preſent him with the following, which, I flatter 
myſelf, he will fiad equally good, and which I make no 


doubt will be peculiarly acceptable to him, as they cele- 


brate the accompliſhments of his divine maſter. The in- 
genious Author, ſpeaking of Mr. Weſley, ſays, | 


« He often rode, as through the land he paſt, 

cc Full thirty miles, before he broke his faſt ! 

« Then added thirty more, before he ſtopt to dine 

« And ten, or twenty more, before his preaching-time! 


 « WHEN worn with toil, and age, and fore diſeaſe, 


« He rode an eaſier way, his friends to pleaſe ; 
gut neither friends nor age his wonted ſpeed could ſtay, 
« For now he often went his hundred miles a- day! 


Elegy on Mr. Weſley's Death, by Thomas Olivers. 


So it ſeems that this wonderful man, who, in a ſtate of 
health and vigour, rode only ſeventy or eighty miles a-day, 
when 
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ſame advantages. But, Sir, I have hitherto 
had very different views; and, conſequently, 
my enjoyments have been of a very different 
kind. I have had the ſatisfaction to ſee thoſe 
publications, which, for obvious reaſons, you 
cannot reliſh, read in the Univerſities, admired 
in the County of York, and (what gratifies 
me much more) exciting a generous indigna- 
tion throughout the kingdom at /raud, /al/ehood, 
and hypocriſy. 1 have too, Sir, been the means 
of reſtoring to my fellow-citizens, whom [I 
highly eſteem, but cannot flatter, a conſidet- 
able ſum, which will enable them, whenever 
their pious Vicar ſhall diſapprove of profanation 
and obſcenity, to procure an Organiſt, reſpec- 
table, in ſome degree, for his ſobriety and 
good morals, and who will treat the church of 


a P | Bradford 


when afflicted with age and diſeaſe generally rode a hundred. 
This, no doubt, the Brethren will confider as 4 miracle, 
that is, a ſatisfactory proof of his divine miſſion; and it muſt 
be owned, that it is not at all more miraculous, or leſs pro- 
bable, than the frange events recorded in Mr. Weſley's 
Journal, and which Mr. Crofle, and other wiſe men, con- 
ſider as proceeding from the fountain of Truth and Chriſti- 
anity. | 
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Bradford with a little more reſpect than a pub- 
lic tavern or an alehouſe. * 


THESE, Sir, are my gains: you have found 
your's in the ſale of your books, a gratification 
adapted to your feelings; and which, I make 
no doubt, you value much more than either 
the good opinion, or applauſe of mankind. 


About __ if 1 may judge from your publi- 
cation, 


* As Mr. Croſſe has wiſely reſerved to himſelf the no- 
mination of an Organiſt, I beg leave to lay before him the 
following advertiſement, which lately appeared in the Ge- 
neral Evening Poſt, It will ſuggeſt to him an eaſy, ſafe, 
and honourable method of * the ſum of two bun- 
dred pounds. 


MUSIC. 


; 


9 WIN TED, An Organiſt's place by a Profeſſor, whoſe 
abilities are well known. The falary muſt be, at leaſt, 


thirty-pounds a-year, for which two hundred * will 
be given. 


N. B. Inviolable fecreſy, if required, may be relied on. 
Letters, poſt paid, to William Sumner, Holywell-Street, 
Strand, London, will be duly anſwered.” 
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cation, you appear perfectly indifferent; for, 
from your ow- fatement, your conduct appears 
to have been quite as bad, in every reſpect, as 
it was repreſented by me : for what have you 
done, or propoſed to do? You tell us, that 


you have g:ven up þ/ty-/ix pounds ten ſhillings, 
which you received from the oratorio ; but 
you do not furniſh us with a ſingle reaſon to 
believe that this is al! the money you received 
on that occaſion} . But why, Sir, did you not 
: give 

t Tux Vicar does, indeed, refer us to Mrs. Croſſe for 
the accuracy of his accounts; but, is it reaſonable to ex- 
pect us to take the word of a perſon, whoſe oath would not 
be admitted, in his cauſe, in a court of juſtice? That Mrs, 
Crofle is an amiable and good woman, | really believe; 
and I recollect, with pleaſure, that this valuable legacy came 
into Mr. Crofle's hands in tae time of his diſtteſs. The 
care he takes of this worthy woman, I am ready to admit, 
does honour to his feelings. I have heard him declare, 
that whenever he ſleeps with Mrs. Croſſe, he has a cutlaſs 
on one fide of the bed, and a 5/underbuſs on the other. Ne- 
ver was the tempting Heſperian fruit more carefully guarded 
by the watchful Dragon, than this amiable woman is by 
her gallant and enterpriſing ſpouſe. But is this guard in- 
tended for the Lady, or his money? For the former, no 
doubt; for Mr. Croſſe tells us, with much philoſophic gra- 
vity, that who ſteals his purſe ſteals traſh: he would not, 
therefore, 
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give up this ſum ive years ago? You cannot 
ſay it was for want of recollection; for I fre- 
quently took the liberty of putting you in mind 
of this act of juſtice and retribution. Beſides, 
Sir, when you purchaſed the land for the ſup- 
port of the Organiſt, why was not this mo- 
ney (which had been then in your hands above 
two years) added to the other, and laid out 
with it, for the ſame neceſſary purpoſe? For 
this plain reaſon, becauſe you intended, at 
that time, to appropriate it to your own ule, 
and you would have done it, had it not been 
for thoſe reflections (7he ipecacuanba) which 
you complain of as unpalatable, though they 
proved ſo ſalutary and efficacious. But, Sir, 
why did not you give up all claim to the four- 
ſcore pounds of unpaid ſubſcriptions till the pre- 
ſent year? Becauſe you meant (as you ſtated 
in your letter to me) fraudulently to keep 
that ſum alſo; but finding that, in the ſpace 


of 


therefore, provide himſelf with ſuch a formidable apparatus 
to protect what he ſets no value upon. However, it muſt 
afford him ſome conſolation that this traſh, trifling and con- 
temptible, as it is in his eyes, is perfectly ſafe, furrqunded, 
as it is, by cutlaſſes and blunderbuſſes, 
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of fix years, not one of the ſubſcribers would 
pay a ſhilling into your hands, you make a 
merit of neceſſity, and generoully renounce 
a claim you could not enforce, and which you 
deſpaired of reaping any advantage from. 
Beſides, Sir, what is become of the interęſt of 
the money received at the oratorio, which 
has been in your hands for ſeveral years? 
This, as well as the intereſt received from the 
5o0ol. in the Leeds bank, «before an Organiſt 
was appointed, ought to be fairly and fully 
accounted for, If, Sir, you wiſh to paſs for 
an honeſt man, and to ſhew the World that 
you are really and ſeriouſly diſpoſed, at laſt, 
to do juſtice, and to put away the accurſed 
thing, give up faithfully and unconditionally 
all the money in your hands. Give up the re- 
mainder of the money received at the oratorio 
at leaſt, another fifty; or produce vouchers, 
of ſome kind, for the truth and accuracy of 
your accounts: or, if you have none, and can 
produce no proof or probability of your inno- 
cence, /wwear that you are not guilty, Your 
oath, no doubt, will meet with the ſame cre- 


dit 
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dit from mankind as that of Juſtice Busfield, 
or Miſs Gunning. f 


Bur you obſerve, Sir, and, apparently, 
with ſome concern, © That real godlineſs ex- 
poſes men not only to ſhame and reproach, 


but frequently to much ſemporal loſt and diſ- 
advantage.” You have, therefore, it ſeems, 


no inclination to real godlineſs. You think, 
no doubt, that the ſemblance, or counterfeit of 
it, will do as well for your dear pariſhioners, 
and prove more advantageous to yourſelf. But 
give meleave to tell you, from an old-faſhioned 


book, 


+ Another oath will, probably, coſt the Vicar very little, 
He has already ſworn that he made no cantract or bargain 
for the Living of Bradford, though, by his own confeſſion, 
he negotiated the purchaſe of it with Mr. Dawſon. It 
muſt ſhock every ſerious and good Chriſtian to ſee the little 
regard that has, of late, been paid to oaths. But it is not to 
be wondered at, when we ſee the Clergyman and Magiſtrate, 
who, in every thing that is moral and praiſe-worthy, ought 
to be examples to others, breaking through theſe ſacred 
barriers, without heſitation, and without fear. After this, 
the conduct of @ /lly girl, however ſtrange and unaccount- 
able it may appear, is, no way, deſerving of public cenſure 
or attention, unleſs it is for the humane and generous pur- 
poſe of palliating the folly and criminality of it, by quoting 
the grave and reſpectable authorities alluded to. 
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book, That godlineſs is great gain.” It 
will gain for you the good opinion of man- 
kind; and, what ſhould be of ſtill greater 
value to a Chriſtian, it will procure you the 
favour and approbation of Gop. 


In your pamphlet, you recommend full 
and complete reſtitution, in caſes of this kind, 
to others . For once enforce your precept by 
example. Beſides, the ſacrifice will be ſmall. 
It will not deprive you, in any degree, of the 
comforts, or conveniences of life. With the 
Living you purchaſed, the Curacy of White- 


Chapel, 


* The Vicar tells us that the Church- Wardens have ex- 
pended twenty-four pounds of the money deſigned for the 
ſupport of an Organiſt in purchaſing a new cover, &c, for 
the pulpit; and he obſerves, with much propriety, that this 
money ought, in juſtice, to be repaid, and appropriated to 
the uſe intended. This is a proper reproof for his friend, 
Jaſbua; but the Vicar forgets that what is ſauce for a gooſe 
(I do not mean the Church- Warden) may be applied, with- 
out any impropriety, to a gander. Meſſrs. Stead and 
Tetley certainly did wrong, as the Vicar obſerves, in their 
miſapplication of this money; but 1 beg leave to add, that 
conſidering the good example before their eyes, theſe gentle- 
men diſplayed a degree of integrity and ſelf denial that does 
them honour, in not appropriating it to their own fe. 
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Chapel, Mrs. Croſſe's eſtate, and the annuity, 
left you by your Father, you poſſeſs an in- 
come of near four hundred pounds a-year.— 
From your manner of liging, and the com- 
pany you keep, I think your expenditure 
cannot, poſſibly, exceed one hundred. Here, 
Sir, is a wide field for the gratification of 
avarice, or, if you will, the nobler feelings of 
humanity. But do not apply to this tender 
ſtring, becauſe I know it will not vibrate at 
the touch. I do not expect you to do good: 
I only call on you to do ſ¹ſtice. I know you 
deſpiſe the duties of morality, and depend 
upon faith alone for ſalvation ; but believe me, 
Sir, that faith in the incarnation, death, and 
reſurrection of CHRIST, without an imitation 
of his moral and blameleſs life, will be found. 
unavailing, and, what is worſe, will only in- 
creaſe your future condemnation. Be not de- 
cerved! God is nat mocked; for whatſocver a 
man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap. 


I HAvE only to repeat, that the moment 
you reſtore the Public money, my animoſity 
ceaſes; and though T&1M has been little ac- 

cuſtomed 
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cuſtomed to the language of panegyric, yet on 
this joyful occaſion of penitence and amend- 
ment, he will prepare a garland to decorate 
the head of an honeſt man, and among the 
flowers ſhall appear, in letters of gold, 


„The Triumph of INTEGRITY and PER- 
SEVERANCE over Fraud, Meanneſs, and 
Avarice.“ 


Bur, Sir, the money muſt be completely 
reſtored 4, before either you are intitled to 


4 the 


t The doctrine of La Chevaliere D' Eon on the ſubject 
of Reſtitution is ſingular and worth notice. She ſays that, 
« What men withhold unjuſtly from other men, God will 
reſtore ten times the value; but what men unjuſtly withhold- 
from Virgins, GoD will reſtore to them an hundred- fold.“ 
This doctrine, it muſt be owned, is very conſolatory to vir- 
gins, who have been robbed of a valuable treaſure z but I 
doubt much, from the well known gallantry and ſpirit of 
La Chevaliere, whether ſhe can claim the benefit of it. —It 
may not be improper to add, that the late Earl Ferrers 
treated Mademoiſelle, his confidential friend, exactly in the 
ſame manner as the Vicar of Bradford has treated his dear 

pariſhioners ; but is not the preſent Earl, who reaps the ad- 
| vantage of this fraud, both in his houſe and furniture, bound 
in honour to do juſtice to this much irjured Lady? 
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the incenſe of panegyric, or TR1M to the ho- 
nour of a triumph. 


I HopE, for the ſake of both, that this 
happy period will ſoon arrive; and remain, 


SIR, 
Your devoted humble ſervant, 


BRADFORD, Sept. 21, 1791. TRIM. 


75 —— 


APPENDIX. 


1 


tir” Os 


e 


r 


AP 2 Re 


bs of 


FP WO OY Orr 


APPENDIX. 


— 


QUERIES, 


Submitted to the CONSIDERATION of 


THE INHABITANTS OF THE PARISH OF 
BRADFORD. 


— — — 


Harn not a certain Vicar attempted, and 
is he not now attempting to turn to his own 
benefit and advantage every occurence that 

bath happened reſpecting his church, ſince 
his inſtitution; either in prejudice to, or di- 
rect contempt of his pariſhioners ? 


Dorn not ſuch Vicar aſſign as a reaſon for 
this conduct that he paid too dearly for the 
Living; thereby accuſing himſelf, if not ac- 
cording to the letter, yet according to the ſpi- 
rit of the law, of a ſimoniacal contract? 


HATH 
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HATH he not treated the ſubſcribers to the 
organ treacherouſly, by not diſcovering to 
them, when ſoliciting ſubſcriptions, that he in- 
tended to fix in himſelf and his ſucceſſors the 
nomination of the Organiſt; and is ſuch con- 
duct grateful to the generous and liberal ſup- 


porters of that meaſure? and ſhould it be 
ſubmitted to ? | 


Was there ever an inſtance of a Vicar be- 
fore ever attempting to appropriate to himſelf 
the profits ariſing from the ſale of pews in the 
body of the church; and was it ſuppoſed by 
any one (except his Counſellor) whom the fa- 
culty for erecting the intended loft was allow- 


ed to paſs unoppoſed, that it was grounded 
on motives ſo ſelfiſh and unjuſt? 


Ir any diſhoneſty will be thereby committed 
on the Pariſh, will the crime be, in the leaſt 
degree, palliated by the Vicar's laying out as 
much as he pleaſes in new fronting the Vicar- 
age? ſhould he not rather, for that purpoſe, 
_ erect another loft in the chance], and ſo appro- 


priate 
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priate one eſtate of his patron to the ornament- 
ing and repairing of another? 


Is the church (the houſe of Gop) ſo com- 


pleatly in repair, ſo decently ornamented, as 
to be incapable of receiving any further im- 
provement ? 


ARE there not weekly exhibited in your 
church-yard ſpectacles ſhocking and diſgrace- 
ful to humanity ; and do not the preſent inha- 
bitants and the growing population of the 
town demand a more enlarged one; and might 
not the money ariſing from the intended loft 
(which belongs of right, and on proper ap- 
plication will be given to the Public) be ap- 
plied with propriety to the remedying theſe 
inconveniences? | 


Wovr p not the purchaſing the cottages on 
the North-Weſt of the church-yard tend to 


the ornamenting the church, and, in part, re- 
medy theſe evils? 


ARE - 
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ARE the taxes and pariſh aſſeſſments fo 
particularly light and eaſy; are the trade and 
manufactures ſo profitable and flouriſhing, 
that the inhabitants can preſent to the Vicar 
upwards of Z, 200, the whole, or great part 
whereof muſt ſoon be raiſed upon them for 
the purpoſes above-mentioned ? 


M1Gnr not the expences of the new gates 
and of the roads leading to the church be pro- 
perly diſcharged out of that money ? 


Is it right, juſt, or equitable that the Vicar 
ſhould have / the benefits, and that the 
Pariſh ſhould bear al the burthen ? Does the 
Vicar contribute a farthing to the repairs, or 
any other charges which attend the church ? 


ARE you richer than the inhabitants of 
Leeds? Conſider and inquire what they did 
with the money ſo raiſed, and then do you go, 
and do ſo likewiſe. 


Ir the inhabitants of Bradford tamely and 
. cowardly ſubmit to attempts ſo ungrateful, 
| inſidious, 
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inſidious, and unjuſt, when the remedy is ſo 
eaſy, ought not they to be croſſed, joſtled, and 
prieſt-ridden, from this time forth for ever- 
more? | | 


Feb. 13, 1786. : QUERIST,. 


YT TITRE 


REMARKS 


Ix the firſt and ſecond queries, Mr. Hardy 
alludes to the Vicar's deſign of taking the 
Lectureſhip h:m/elf, by way of indemnifying 
himſelf, as he gave out, for the imprudent 
contract he had made in giving eleven hundred 

pounds for the Vicarage. With the addition 
of the Lectureſhip, that is, an annuity for his 
life of forty pounds a- year, the contract would 
have turned out (as no doubt Mr. Croſſe con- 


ſidered when he made the purchaſe) very pro- 
R fitable 
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fitable and advantageous. But when he found 
that this z//egal a# (for ſuch it was both ac- 
cording to the letter and ſpirit of the endow- 
ment) would not be allowed, he then proceeded 
to diſpoſe of the LeQureſhip, as Mr. Hardy 
ſtates, * in direct contempt of his pariſhioners.” 
The Maſter of Bradford School was a candi- 
date, and was recommended to the Vicar as a 
proper perſon by every reſpectable character 
among his pariſhioners, in the town and neigh- 
bourhood of Bradford; but this Gentleman 
treated their recommendation with contempt, 


and looked out for a Melhodiſt, as a more pro- 


per perſon to be their ſpiritual guide and in- 
ſtructor. He wrote, indeed, to the Maſter, 
when the queries appeared, telling him that 
he was fatisfied that they were not written by 
Bim; and, with his uſual ſincerity, aſſured him, 
o that a buſhel of ſuch queries would not give 
him ſo much concern, as the conſideration that 
he could not ſerve Mr. Baldwyn, whom he 
highly reſpected, both as a Gentleman and a 
Scholar, in the matter of the LeQureſhip.” 
He added, That it ſhould be his endeavour 
to pleaſe all parties; and, to ſhew the Maſter 

that 
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that he alſo had a ſcrap of Latin, on occaſion, 
he concluded with * Hic labor, hoc opus ęſt.“ 
It ſeems Mr. Liſter, Mr. John Rand and Billy 
Oliver did not approve of Mr. Baldwyn, and 
ſuch men were honoured with the name of 
party, in oppoſition to the declared wiſhes of 
the moſt reſpectable part of his pariſhioners. 
The Maſter of Bradford School will always re- 
collect, with pride, the cauſe for which he was 
ſet aſide, on this occaſion, by Mr. Croſſe. He 
was conſidered, it ſeems, as a moral man; and, 
it was ſuſpected, and, perhaps, not without 
reaſon, that he would not connive at thoſe im- 
moral practices, which were then in embryo, 
but ſoon to appear, to the injury of his dear 
pariſhioners, and the benefit of this generous 
and diſintereſted Prieſt. That the Maſter had 
nothing to recommend him to the patronage 
of Mr. Croſſe, or the approbation of Mr. John 
Rand, he is ready to admit. Had he ſucceeded 
to the office of his predeceſſors, he ſhould have 
delivered, in a plain manner, the plain doc- 
trines of Chriſtianity, unembelliſhed by flowers 
of rhetoric, and recommended only by the 
wholeſome, but, perhaps, unavailing practice 
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of a good example, He would not, indeed, 
have laid aſide the grave employment of the 
Lecturer for the gay frolics of the /azlor, or 
the more decent occupation of the printer + 
neither would he have applied to the pockets 
of the inhabitants for another forty pounds a- 
year, as a modeſt and well-merited recom- 


pence for the laborious employment of preach- 
ing once in ſeven days. 


WIT 


* In conſequence of Mr, Atkinſon's printing ſcandalous 
papers, and abuſing the moſt reſpectable pariſhioners, the 
ſubſcription he ſolicited, and, which, at firſt, produced about 
forty pounds, has, for ſometime, been on the decline, — 
However, no way diſcouraged by ill ſucceſs, in June laſt, 


and what is more extraordinary; a few days before he ob- 


tained his ten thouſand pound prize, he ſent orders to his 


collector, Wilſon, to go round the town to ſolicit the cha- 


ritable aſſiſtance of the inhabitants, and procure him what 
money he could. His treatment of his taylor (haud ignota 
loquor )who had annually given him five ſhillings, but gave him 
nothing laſt year, and his threat to diſcharge poor Snip, if 
he does not double his ſubſcription, the preſent year, will 
give the Public a tolerable idea of the ſpitit and liberal ſen- 
timents of this amiable man.—Is it poſſible for meanneſs and 


avarice to go further? Or will the Public any longer 


wonder at the cloſe and intimate friendſhip that ſubſiſts 
between this man and the Vicar of Bradford, now they ob- 
ſerve that they are, in the full extent of the term, congenial 


ſouls? 
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WII reſpect to the ſimoniacal contract, I 
agree with Mr. Hardy, that he has accuſed him- 
ſelf; for, according to his own confeſſion, he 
negotiated for, and purchaſed the Living, and 
we now ſee him in poſſeſſion of the property. 
A thief, with the ſtolen goods upon him, can- 
not afford better, or more unexceptionable 
evidence * Mr. Hardy aſks, If the Vicar 
did not treat the ſubſcribers to the organ 
treacherouſly, by not diſcovering to them, when 
ſoliciting ſubſcriptions, that he intended to fix 

8 in 


* The Reader will recollect that the act of parliament, 
quoted, on this ſubject, by Mr. Croſſe, was levelled ſole! y 
at the ſeller, I therefore beg leave to ſubmit to this Gentle. 
man's conſideration an extract from another act of parlia- 
ment, which I flatter myſelf he will find more intereſting, 
as it relates to the buyer. © By the ſtatute 12 Ann, ſtat. ii. 
c. 12, if any perſon, for money, or profit, ſhall procure 
in his own name, or the name of any other, the next pre- 
ſentation to any Living, and ſhall be preſented thereupon, 
this is declared to be a Simonacal Contract; and the party 
is ſubjected to all the eccleſiaſtical penalties of Simony, is 
diſabled from holding the benefice, and the preſentation de- 
volves to the Crown,” | 


BLAcksToONF, from whom the above is taken, adds, 
« That Simony, by the canon law, is a very ſerious crime 
| and 
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in himſelf, and his ſucceſſors, the nomination 
of the Organiſt ? 


Hz treated them, on this occaſion, not on- 
ly with treachery, but falſehood; for, when 
he ſolicited ſubſcriptions, he told the principal 
ſubſcribers, that not a ſtep ſhould be taken, in 
this buſineſs, without their concurrence and 
approbation. And what is worſe, after ſeriouſly 
and ſolemnly agreeing that the Organiſt ſhould 
be choſen by the Governors of Bradford 
School (becauſe among them were the principal 
ſubſcribers) he broke his promiſe, and, by 
mean and inſidious practices (as related above) 
procured the nomination for himſelf. 


A 


and ſo much the more odious, becauſe, as Sir Edward Coke 
obſerves, it is ever accompanied with perjury; for the per- 
ſon preſented is ſworn to have committed no Simony.“ 


Commentaries, vol. ii. edit. 6, p. 278. 


Bur neither Coke or Blackſtone, I believe, ever thought 
that a Clergyman would negotiate for a Living himſelf, take 
poſſeſſion of it, and then ſwear, that he neither negotiated 
for, or bought it. 
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THE Counſellor alluded to by Mr. Hardy, I 
believe to be Samuel Lifter, Eſq; of Manning- 
ham; becauſe, when Mr. Hardy's Clerk 
waited on the Vicar to know if he purpoſed 
to give any account of the money he had re- 
ceived, he replied, © That he could ſay 
nothing on that ſubject, till he had conſulted 
Mr. Liſter ;” and he added, That he was 
not aſhamed to own that, in theſe matters, he 
had followed the advice of that Gentleman.” 
So it ſeems, / the Vicar is to be believed, that 
his firſt deſign of appropriating to his own 
uſe all the money that came into his hands; 
and his detaining, for five years, eighty 
pounds of the ſubſcriptions, and ffty-fix from 
the oratorio, with his frequent violations of 
promiſes and declarations, all originated in the 
prudent and ſage advice given him by Mr. 
Samuel Liſter. I have already obſerved, that 
no man living would give ſuch advice, unleſs 
he was to participate in the advantages reſult- 
ing from it. It, therefore, becomes Mr. Lif- 
ter, if he wiſhes to preſerve that fair fame, 
which he has, hitherto, poſſeſſed, and the ho- 
nourable character for integrity and diſtin- 

tereſtedneſs, 
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tereſtedneſs, which has diſtinguiſhed him 
among mankind, to diſclaim all connections 
with this man, and not ſuffer himſelf any lon- 


ger to be repreſented either as his counſellor 
or his agent. 


Ms. HARD next aſks, © If any diſhoneſty 
is committed on the Pariſh, will the crime be, 
| en 


+ Tau cannot refrain from expreſſing a wiſh that the 
Vicar, who gives out that, in money matters, he has always 
been directed by Mr. Liſter, would, in his conduct, imitate 
the example ſet him by this worthy and benevolent man. 
This Gentleman told TRIM, ſoon after he came to Brad- 
ford, that he had offered one thouſand pounds for the Living, 
when it was on ſale, and meant to have beſtowed it as a 
preſent on the Rev. Thomas Hamilton, who was then Cu- 
rate of that church; but that Mr. Croſſe prevented his car- 

rying this generous deſign into execution, by ſtepping for- 


_ wards, and *** eleven hundred. 


Tre Public, will, perhaps, conclude that Mr. Lifter, 
however, beftowed the thouſand pounds on Mr. Hamilton, 
which would have been exactly the ſame thing to him, and, 
probably, more ſerviceable to the other. Mr. Lifter, no 
doubt, thought that this was unneceſſary, as he had learned 
from his worthy friend, the Vicar, that good intentions, as 
well as good actions, will meet with a ſuitable reward 

hereafter. 
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in the leaſt degree, palliated by the Vicar's 
laying out, juſt as much as he pleaſes, in new 
fronting the Vicarage? To this the Vicar re- 
plies, in his pamphlet, As the houſe was 
never annexed to the Living by act of parlia- 
ment, neither the Vicar, or patron can be ſued 
for dilapidations ; therefore, if the pariſhion- 
ers wiſh to have a Vicar reſident among 
them, it is as much their intereſt to have the 
houſe kept in decent repair, as it was that of 
their anceſtors to purchaſe it.“ Not ſo faſt, 
if you pleaſe, John Croſſe. As the patron, 
by ſelling the Living to 90, ſold you, at the 
ſame time, the houſe, for your life, the mat- 
ter of repairs, in my opinion, properly lies 
between you and him. It is his intereſt to 

8 keep 


hereafter. It has been remarked that TRIM has an ill. na- 
tured propenſity to ſatire; but he hopes that this, and many 
other inſtances of the kind, which will occur to a candid 
and conſiderate Reader, will convince the World, that he 
ſeizes, with avidity, every opportunity of doing juſtice to 
the worthy and the good. 


« To find an honef? man, I beat about, | 
And love him, praiſe him, when I find him out.” 
| Pope. 
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keep the Vicarage in tenantable repair, as the 
Living will thereby be a more ready object 
for ſale, and the value of it in proportion enhanc- 
ed. Beſides, Sir, you knew the condition of the 
houſe before you purchaſed the Living; and, 
from your known prudence in matters of this 
kind, 1 have no doubt that a proper ſum was 
allowed you for repairs. In the account given 
to the Pariſh in 1788, you ſtate the repairs as 
amounting exactly to 14ol. In your pam- 
phlet in 1791, (though not a ſhilling has been 
ſince expended). you ſay they amounted to 
near #wo hundred pounds, For a ſmall ſum 
this is a conſiderable difference; but, Sir, I 
diſcern your motives, and admire your inge- 
nuity. Lou thought your. dear: pariſhioners, 
in return for your late attention to their ſpi- 
ritual concerns, might, perhaps, allow you the 


money expended in repairs; and you have, 
therefore, wiſely taken care, by your laſt 
ſtatement, if they do, to be a conſiderable 


gainer by their benevolence. 
| | As 


„* Mx. Cao ſays that he did not mean to divide the 
houſe into cottages, but only deſigned to take under his roof 


a proper 


As to the improvements, which Mr. Hardy, 
with much judgment, recommended, they 
have all been adopted; but every one, as that 
Gentleman predicted, at the expence of the 
Pariſh. Indeed the money alluded to by Mr. 
Hardy, could not, with propriety, have been 
employed for theſe purpoſes ; becauſe, if it 
9 2 had, 


a proper perſon to manage the glebe for him. There is 
not a word of truth in this aſſertion. The manufacturer 
alluded to (Mark Dickſon) knows no more of land than the 
Rev. William Atkinſon does of the Trinity. Beſide, Mr. 
Croſſe, long before, had let the glebe, and, therefore could 
not, at that time, take it into his own hands. Before he 

came to Bradford, he gave out that he intended to keep a 
carriage for Mrs. Croſſe, as ſhe was rather corpulent, and 
he did not chuſe ſhe ſhould ride on horſeback. This was a 
compliment which this good woman was juſtly intitled to, 
on account of the genteel fortune ſhe brought him; but this 
gallant and generous deſign was ſoon laid aſide: for, on 
coming to Bradford, he not only let every acre of land be- 
longing to the Vicarage, but even his garden; and the 
Vicar of Bradford, with no child, and an income of near 


four hundred pounds a-year, condeſcends to borrow a horſe 
of his dear pariſhioners, when he is diſpoſed to ride. 


Ma. Cxo8se ſays, * That he permitted Mr. Baidwyn 
to live rent free ia the Vicarage, till ſuch time as he could 
| | : ſuit 
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had, the inhabitants, who had procured an 


organ, muſt have remained, for ever, with- 
out an Organiſt. 


MR. HARD concludes with aſking, If 
the inhabitants tamely and cowardly ſubmit 
to attempts ſo ungrateful, inſidious and unjuſt, 
when the remedy is ſo eaſy, ought not they to 

| be 


ſuit himſelf with a houſe elſewhere.” This is not true. Mr. 
Baldwyn had permiſſion from Mr. Dickinſon, the preceding 
Vicar, to live in the houſe; and, ſo far was he from re- 
ceiving any kind of indulgence, in this inſtance, from Mr. 
Crofle, that he ſent him word, in Auguſt (as ſoon as he was 
inſtituted to the Living) that he muſt quit it the following 
month, which he did. Mr. Baldwyn, therefore, never con- 
fidered himſelf under any kind of obligation to Mr. Croſſe 
for this peremptory diſmiſſion. In juſtice, however, to this 
Gentleman, I think it neceſſary to add, that he qualified 
this diſmiſſion with his uſual politeneſs, declaring (I tran- 
ſcribe his letter) © That he was ſorry to come upon me fo 
ſoon, but, to uſe the words of an old-faſhioned book, a ne- 
ceflity was laid upon him.” | 


How vx R uſeful, or neceſſary, Mr. Croſſe may find this 
cant in his dealings with the Saints, I cannot help wiſhing 
chat, in his intercourſe with Gentlemen, he would lay it 

aſide, and bave recourſe to the more manly language of ſin- 

cerity and truth. | : 
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be croſſed, joſtled, and prieſt- ridden from this 
time forth for evermore?“ | 


Talu is ſorry to obſerve, that, notwith- 
ſtanding this ſeaſonable admonition, they did 
ſubmit to thoſe ungrateful, inſidious, and 
unjuſt attempts, for the ſpace of jve years; 
and have, in confequence, been ridden, with- 
out mercy, but, at the ſame time, without 
ſkill, by this unfeeling and ungodly Prieft. 
But the ſteed was ſo ſpiritleſs, fo totally de- 
ſtitute of mettle, that ohn Gilpin might have 
rode it without fear, and with as much ſafety 
as John Croſſe. But TaIM has, at laſt, dif- 
mounted this Clerical Quixote, and procured 
a reſpite for his jaded Roſinante; and, he 
hopes, the poor beaſt, remembering her late 
fufferings, will not ſuffer herſelf, in future, 
either to be ſaddled, or crof/ed *. But to drop 

the 

* IT may not be improper to mention that Mr. Croſſe is 

a Free Maſon. In the trial, lately publiſhed by authority, I 
obſerve that the inquiſition at Rome attributes the knavery 


and various impoſitions of Cagli:/?r7 to his knowledge and 
practice of Maſonry, I fubmit to the Public whether the 


manceuvres, dexterity, and ſkill, which the Vicar of Brad. 


ford has diſplayed in certain matters, are not derived from 
the ſame honourable ſource ? 
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the metaphor, which I borrowed from, and 
return, with gratitude, to Mr. Hardy.—TR1M 
has conducted the Public, as with a clue, 
through the znextricabilis error, the mazy la- 
byrinth of the Vicar's ſhifts, doubles and re- 
doubles, to his ſecret and well-concealed hoard. 
He has ſhewn, that, inſtead of the paltry ſum 
of fifty-ſix pounds, which he is, now, willing 
to account for, there remain above one hundred 
and fifty pounds, together with the intereſt for 
five years, unaccounted for *. It, therefore, 
becomes the inhabitants, if they do not wiſh 
to continue to be the jeſt of the Weſt-Riding 
for their tameneſs and puſillanimity, to call 
on their worthy Steward to give a fair, full, 
and ſatisfaQtory account of his ſtewardſhip. 
If he will not do it, as Mr. Hardy intimates, 
the remedy is eaſy. If the inhabitants wiſh to 
know what this remedy is, TRIM adviſes 


them 


Tain means that the Vicar received from the oratorio 
above £150. From information he has lately received from 
the performers, he has reaſon to believe, that the money paid 
out of that ſum did not amount to thirty pounds. The re- 
mainder, therefore, together with the intereſt for five years, 
ending May 1, 1791, remains to be accounted for. 
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them to apply to their late ingenious monitor: 


for a poor patient, ſuch as, unfortunately, the 
Pariſh of Bradford is, I cannot point out a 
better doctor, both for his {kill and his hu- 


manity, than Mr, Hardy, upon whom, from 
the experience I have had of his generoſity 
and diſintereſtedneſs, I can beſtow, with truth, 


the honourable eloge, © That he has nothing 
profeſſional about him but his knowledge.” 4 


TRIM 


t I rave now the ſatisfaction to inform the Public, from 
an inſpection of the pariſh book, that though the Vicar de- 
clared, that the account given in his pamphlet containing 
the article of the oratorio, was delivered in 1790, that no 
ſuch account was given in that year; and that though in 
the account delivered in 1788, he declared, © That he could 
not tell what money he received from the oratorio, if he was 
to die for it, he has ſince, in conſequence of my remon- 
ſtrances, added to this very account the ſum of fifty-ſix 
pounds, gen ſhillings, as the money he received on that oc- 


caſion. I ſhall make no comment on this inſtance of falſe- 
hood, and mean maneuvre, but leave the Public to form their 


opinion of this man from his actions, and to judge whether 
any degree of credit is due either to his aſſertions, or accounts. 
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Tal Hakes this opportunity of returning an 
anſwer to the letter addreſſed to him, in 
Mr. Wright's paper, by Mr. James Wood of 


TO MR. FAMES WOOD. 


SIR, 


You are perfectly right in your conjecture, 
that the account given in the pamphlet intitled 
„ Remarks on the Oath of Fohnſon Atkinſon 
Busfield, Efq;”” of Mr. Weſley's declaration 
reſpecting the teſt act was not forged by me. 
Neither have I any reaſon to think I was miſ- 
informed reſpecting that matter: as I receiv- 
ed the account, alluded to, from a Gentle- 
man, on whoſe honour and veracity I can 
depend. But I cannot, with propriety, give 
his name to the Public, though it would ap- 
pear to no diſadvantage in company with Mr. 
Wood's. 


I coN- 
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1 CONCLUDE, from your attending Mr. 
Weſley on his progreſs, that you are one of 
his followers, and, therefore, cannot give 
entire credit to your account, becauſe I know 
that it is the common practice of the Metho- 
diſts, whenever they are expoſed for ſaying a 
fooliſh thing, or cenſured for doing a bad one, 
(two infirmities which this ſect are more ſub- 
ject to than any other upon earth] to have re- 
courſe for their defence to ſubterfuge and falſe- 
hood. That, in doing this, the diſciples only 
follow the example of their maſter, is evident 
from the following remarkable fact. In the year 
1788 Mr. Weſley preached in Bradford church 
on the words, the end of all things is at hand, 

and, to make the greater impreſſion on his 
audience, told them that Bengelius had fore- 
told, from the book of Revelation, that the 
world would end in 1836; but that,. previous 
to its diſſolution, a very important event 
would take place in the Chriſtian church, 
tending much to the improvement of man- 
kind in piety and true holineſs. Mr. Weſley 
appealed to the candour and impartiality of 
every man, who heard him, whether this 
ä great 


| 
| 
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great event was not the propagation of Metho- 
aim, which, for the laſt fifty years (by the 
joint labours of himſelf and brother) had 
made a progreſs in the world as aſtoniſhing 
as it was beneficial to mankind; and he inti- 
mated that, as the latter part of the prophecy 
had been ſo completely fulfilled, no doubt 
could be reaſonably entertained that the ac- 
compliſhment of the former was drawing near. 


Wren Mr. Weſley's account of this pro- 
phecy was laid before the Public, he flatly 
denied every ſyllable of it, and had the ef- 
frontery to publiſh a denial of it in the Weſt= 
Riding, though he had made this declaration 


in the preſence of /ww95 thouſand witneſſes, 


more than ſufficient to convict either a Prieſt 
of fa — or a Cardinal of fornication, * 


I BEG 


* In another part of the diſcourſe alluded to, Mr. Weſley 


told his audience, That, upon a certain time, he went 
into his garden to pray, but could not; that he, then, at- 


tempted to /ing, but could not do it; that he next attempted 


to groan, but did not ſucceed; that he then ſat down, pa- 
tiently waiting till the time ſhould arrive when he ſhould be 
capable of doing ſomething.” 2 not perſons, who deal 

in. 
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1 BEG leave, Sir, to preſent you with ano- 
ther inſtance of this great man's regard for 
truth, no leſs ſtriking than the former, but 
much more intereſting to his diſciples. I al- 
lude to the account he gave of the miraculous 
preſervation of his life, which he frequently 
mentioned among his followers as a proof of 
his divine miſſion, and of his being, in a pe- 
culiar manner, an object of Gop's care and 
ſuperintendence. What foundation there was 
for this opinion may be learned from the fol- 
lowing plain matter of fact, * Mr. Samuel 
Weſley's houſe being in flames, his father, 
e took care of himſelf, and reſigned 
Ea Facky 


in ſuch execrable 8 as this, to be confine to their 
conventicles and meeting-houſes, and not be permitted to 
creep into and defile our churches? For ſuch nonſenſe, 
and for unſcriptural doctrine, in the year 1737, Mr. Weſley 
was forbidden to preach any more in the churches, and, 
to the time of his death, was not allowed to enter the 
churches in the South; but, owing to the ſupineneſs of 
the ordinary, and the apoſtacy of /ome Vicars, he not only 
got poſſeſſion of ſeveral churches in the Counties of York 
and Lancaſter, but, as long as he lived, conſidered them 
as his own, and regulated their affairs with all the au- 
thority of epiſcopal juriſdiction, 
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Facky (as he ſays himſelf) to the protection of 
Providence; but one man, getting on the 
ſhoulders of another, approached a window, 
where the child was crying for help, and 
ſafely conveyed him down f.“ In commemo- 
ration of this ſignal event (which happened 
in 1707, when Jacky was ſix years old) the 
earlier prints of Mr. Welley are decorated with 
a repreſentation of a houſe in flames, with this 
motto from the Prophet, „Is he not a brand 
plucked out of the fire? ?—If this miraculous 


eſcape is to be interpreted a proof of divine 
miſſion, it would be an eaſy matter to eftabliſh 


a much 


+ See Mr. Weſley's own account of this matter, as well 
as the Hrange noiſes, which were heard, from time to time, 
at his father's houſe, in his letters lately publiſhed by Dr, 
Prieſtley. This account ſhews him to have been weak, 
credulous, and ſuper/{itious, to a ſtrange degree; and will 
account, in ſome meaſure, for that ſtrong bias to enthuſiaſm, 
and thoſe notions of an apaſtolical miſſion, which attended 
him through every period of his life. —I agree with Dr. 
Prieſtley, © that authentic narratives (like the preſent) of 
the riſe and progreſs of fanatical illuſions, cannot fail to 
have a good effect on the Public.” . 

See Original Letters bly Mr. Wesley and his 
Friends, illuſtrative of his my Hi Net. — 
Fobyſm, 1791. 
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a much better claim to that ſacred employ- 
ment for Paul Jones, or Luke Ryan: the latter 
was four times ſentenced to be hanged, but, 
by the fignal interpoſition of Providence, 
eſcaped the gallows, and died a natural death. 


I LEARN from the public prints that this 
great prophet, before he retired to reſt, be- 
ſtowed his mantle on Mr. Coke, and that he, 
of courſe, has ſucceeded to his high, apoſtoli- 
cal office T. I take this opportunity of ex- 
preſſing a wiſh, that the preſent Ruler of the 
Tabernacle may diſplay more mode/ty in his 
conduct, and more regard to ruth, in his 
dealings with mankind, than his illuſtrious 


predeceſſor, 


+ Ma. CoKkE is the founder of Wieſſey College in South 
Cart and, on that account, as well as his ambition and 
enterpriſing ſpirit, in which he greatly reſembles his divine 


maſter, was his favourite diſciple. As this great man, or, 


as he is ſtiled in America, The Biſhip of Methodiſm, in his 
late paſſage from Jamaica to Charles. Town, was ſhip- 
wrecked near Ediſto, T'R1M begs leave to intimate to the 


_ Saints, that @ general thankſgiving for the miraculous pre- 
ſervation of ſo valuable a lite, would do honour to the gra- 


titude and piety of the ſect, and may, with propriety, ſuc. 
cced the late %, in honour of Mr, Weſley, 


1 > K . 
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predeceſſor. I hope, too, when he viſits the 
Counties of York and Lancaſter, in his apo- 
ſtolical character, that he will not aſſume either 
the power, or dignity of the Archbiſhop; 
but, like an honeſt ſhepherd, will recall that 
part of his flock, which has ſtrayed into the 
fat paſtures of the church, and confine them, 
in future, to their own peculiar incloſures, the 
Conventicle and Meeting-Houſe. 


I THINK it would be friendly in you to in- 


' timate to him that, by adopting this line of 


conduct, he may continue to propagate abſur- 
dities, and impoſe on the credulity of man- 
kind, without being interrupted by the inter- 
poſition, or expoſed by the abilities of the 
members of the Eſtabliſhed Church. 


I RECOMMEND this to your conſideration; 
and am, | 
1 SIR, 


Your very humble ſervant, 


, BRADFORD, Schl. 21, 1791. TRIM. 


* * - 
——_—— 
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CURIOUS ELOGE 


FOHN WESLEY. 


* 
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Ma. Col Er. Mr. Weſley's nephew, who 
ſtiles himſelf an Hebrew of the Hebrews, 
that is (as he ſays) born of Methodiſt parents, 
and educated in their principles, in his Re- 

view of the Life and Writings of his venerable 


Uncle,” beſtows on him this ſingular and 
magnificent Eloge. 


« Ma. WEs LEV has eſtabliſhed a NAME 
that will be tranſmitted to poſterity as the 


greateſt ornament of the age he embelliſhed; 
and the glory of the people he enlightened ! 
A name fo eminently diſtinguiſhed. both by 
abilities and virtue, that whilſt we are loſt in 
admiring the ſtupendouſneſs of the one, the 


other 
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other 1s — and we are equally divided 
or loſt in ASTONISHMENT and LOVE! 


Ir he had any failings, they were ambition 
and love. But it may be objected, if Mr. 
Weſley was ambitious, why did he not turn 
his views to the court? becauſe he knew that 
great intereſt, much humility, and fawning 
would be neceſſary to procure him any conſi- 
derable ſhare in government, and he would 
have ſcorned being any thing leſs than PRIME 
MINISTER. 1 


, WITH 


t Taz Reader will, no doubt, ſmile at the idea of Mr. 
Weſley's being Prime Miniſter, and will, perhaps, aſk, 
where we ſhould have found Secretaries for him, if he had 
been exalted to that important ſation? In Tr1m's opinion, 
the preſent Houſe of Commons would have furniſhed him 
with two excellent ones, in the perſons of Sir Richard Hill, 
Member for the County of Salop, and Jr. Wilberforce, 
one of the Repreſentatives for the County of York. Sic 
Richard, both in his religion and politics, has ſhewn him- 
ſelf admirably qualified for ſuch a poſt, under ſuch a Pre- 
mier; and the cant and hypocriſy Mr. Wilberforce has diſ- 
played in his intercourſe with his conſtituents, I make no 
doubt, has convinced thoſe, who are acquainted with 

— 
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WITH reſpect to his attachment to women, 
is there any crime in that? Whoever ſpeaks 
of an angel, without thinking of a woman, 


&« The pride of nature, and the joy of ſenſe?" 


I BELIEVE the majority of the men will be 
of the ſame opinion, and few women will 
reſpect his memory the leſs for the particular 
attention he paid their ſex. Beſides, even 
admitting the criminality of this paſſion, 
while the ſoul inhabits this tabernacle of fleſh, 
it will be ſubjected, in ſome degree, to its na- 
tural inclination; and thoſe, who are moſt 
diſpoſed to the exerciſe of every virtue, are 
thoſe who have ſouls formed for /ove, and 


35 hearts 


communications, (his letters on the Te 4, Ruſſian War, 
&c.) that he might, with equal propriety, have taken a part 
in Mr. Weſley's adminiſtration. —In ſupport of Mr. Colet's 
Opinion, it may be obſerved, that Mr. Hampſon, in his me- 


moirs of Weſley, has acknowledged © That one of his lead- 


ing principles was a love of ſway,” and that it was Mr. 
Welley's opinion, That the more unlimited his au- 
thority was, the greater would be his utility to mankind; ” 


a notion, it muſt be owned, as well calculated for a ſpi- 


ritual as a temporal Deſpöt, and as proper in the mouth of 
Johm Weſley, as in that of the Dey of Algiers. | 
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* 


hearts ſucceptible of every tender emotion, 


Never was there a man of Eminence who 


was not of 'an amorous and generous diſpo- 
ſition; and, in proportion as the heart of man 
is inſpired with gratitude and admiration by 
objects of ſenſe, ſo is his ſoul elevated to the 
moſt exalted ideas of the Deity. The man, 
who conſiders the objects and bleſſings, with 
which he is ſurrounded, as not worth a 
thought, has, in my opinion, very little of 
the love of Gop. If we really love the Al- 
mighty, let us ſhew our gratitude in ring 
and enjoying his works.” 


WELL faid, Mr. Colet !—So it ſeems that 


Methodiſm, properly underſtood and ſeriouſly 


cultivated, leads to the /ove off women; and 
that, in proportion as the heart is inſpired 


with admiration for theſe ſweet objects of 


ſenſe, the ſoul is elevated to the moſt exalted 
ideas of the Deity. 


ACCORDING to Mr. Colet, who, being a 
Hebrew of the Hebrews muſt be well acquain- 


ted with their religion, Methodiſm is only a 


ſecond 
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ſecond edition of Mahometiſm, enlarged and 
improved. The prophet of the eaſt, to en- 
large the circle of his followers, promiſed 
them an eternity of pleaſure hereafter, in the 
arms of fine women ; but the great Apoſtle 
of the Weſt, who knew that preſent objects 
are more captivating than future expectations, 
led his diſeiples, without delay, to ſcenes of 
rapture and enjoyment. Herice we may ac- 
count for the rapid progreſs of Methodiſm, in 
an age luxurious and ſenſual; and hence we 
ſee why the tender-hearted and amorous of 
both ſexes were moſt forward to preſs into 
the ſervice of this High Prieſt of Pleaſure and 
diſſipation “. 


U 2 MR. 


*T am inclined to think that when Mr. Atkinſon de. 


clared, Toat there was nat a woman in England that he 
could not prevail on to ſubmit to his embraces in two hours,” 
that he alluded only to his fair ſiſters of the tabernacle, who, 
he knew, were ready to receive his favouts, and would yield 
to his ſolicitations, without a ſtruggle, and without a ſigh. 
The Rev. J-hn Dun, a ſage Preſbyter, who, probably, be- 
longs to the ſociety of Irrgſiſtibles, in Scotland, in bis ap- 
pendix to a volume of Sermons lately publiſhed, has pre- 
ſented the Public with the following verſes, which may be 
Conhidetea as a comment on Mr, Atkinfon's declaration, 


and 
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Ms. Col ET, ſpeaking of that part of Mr. 
Weſley's will, in which he bequeaths his 
| | | eight 


and will ſhew the World the peculiar ſtile of courtſhip which 


Mr. Atkinſon adopted, and which was attended with ſuch 
extraordinary ſucceſs. 


\ 


„ What formaliſt ever gained the heart of either man or 


woman ? 5 
« But when ſhe's attack'd by a youth full of charms, 
« Whoſe courtſhip proclaims him a man, 
« When lock'd in his boſom, and claſp'd in his arms, 
Let her then ſay no, if ſhe can, can, can; 
Let her then ſay no, if ſhe can.” 


Ir Mr. Dun ſhould be diſpoſed to follow the example of 
his countryman, Dr. Hamilton, and to leave the diſguſting 
gravity of the kirk for the more agreeable amuſements of 
the tabernacle, I make no doubt that Mr. Coke would 
readily receive him, and conſider the above as a teſtimonial 
of his being properly qualified for admiffion among the be- 
nevolent and tender-hearted ſaints of both ſexes. 


In juſtice to Mr. Atkinſon, TR1M takes this opportunity 
to obſerve, that, ſince he pointed out the impropriety of his 
always appearing in church, without a band, he, ſometimes, 
wears one : but his manner of doing it is equally new and 
ingenious. He wears it, and generally puts it off, with his 
ſurplice. It ſeldom appears with his gown, (when a band 
perhaps is moſt becoming) becauſe it would then, in ſome 
| degree, 
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eight volumes of ſermons to each of his tra- 
velling preachers, who remain in the connec- 
tion ſix months after his deceaſe, obſerves, 
„ That it was well it was not for /welve 
months; for then very few, he thinks, would 
have been intitled to this legacy.” He adds, 


* That 


degree, interfere with the bunch of black ribbands, which 
deſcend gracefully from his chin, and form a charming 
contraſt with the whiteneſs of his chitterling. But, is it 
not ſtrange that a clergyman, who is about to deliver the 
ſerious doctrines of chriſtianity, and who tells us, moſt 
Sundays, that he has an high idea of the importance of his 
office, ſhould, at this awful moment, be ſo attentive to the 
ceconomy of a chitterling, and the proper arrangement of 
a bunch of ribbands ? Leſt, from his writings, any doubt 
ſhould be entertained of his rank in the univerſity, Mr. 
Atkinſon has lately, with much prudence, added to his 
other ornaments a maſter's hood; ſo that the Jewiſh High 
Prieſt, in his pontificalibus, his Urim, Thummim, &c. did not, 
perhaps, exhibit a more ſplendid ſpectacle than Mr. Wil. 
liam Atkinſon decorated with his chitterling, his ribbands, 
and his hood. That theſe form a tempting bait for a fe- 
male tooth, I am ready to admit; and, that it was ſwal- 
lowed, almoſt as ſoon as preſented, I heartily rejoice : but 
having caught his fiſh, and that, too, a golden one, I think 
e he might, like the good Pope, hang up his net ; that is, lay 


aſide his phyladteries, and aſſume the plain, but more decent, 
ſimplicity of a pariſh prieſt, 
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„That, perhaps, they may hold ++ together 
for /ix months.” He attributes their preſent 
ſlippery ſituation to the degeneracy and want 
of morals which prevail, at preſent, among 
the brethren, who, while they abound in 
GRACE and FAITH, he ſays, are deficient 
in every good work, and even deſtitute of 
truth and common Bhonęſty. L The Public has 
ſeen a ſtriking inſtance of this in the preced- 


ing pages. 


+ THERE is likewiſe another reaſon for thinking that 
this new, ſpiritual empire, will not long ſurvive its illuſtrious 
founder. Notwithſtanding the appointment of Mr. Coke, 
(which certainly was an act of deſpotiſm in Mr. Weſley, as 
it never had the concurrence of his ſubjects) every Me- 
thodiſt Preacher, fince the death of their late ruler, whom 
they feared, as well as reverenced, conſiders himſelf as in- 
dependent, and aſpires to ſome degree of preeminence and 
power, like the ſoldiers of the Macedonian conqueror, 


Soldats ſous Alexandre, mais Rois apres ſa Mart. 


ADDRESS 


10 


THE INHABITANTS 


OF 


BRADFORD. 
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THE INHABITANTS 
OF 


THE TOWN AND PARISH OF BRADFORD. 
— 
MY DEAR BRETHREN, 


In imitation of your worthy Vicar (the only 
matter I hope in which I ſhall ever imitate 
him) I take this opportunity of addreſſing a 
few lines to you. From the ſeveral facts ſtated 
in the preceding pages, you are enabled to 
form a tolerable idea of the /:fe of this extra- 
ordinary man. I beg leave, at preſent, to call 
your attention, for a few minutes, to his 
doctrine. I am not, my dear brethren, as you 
well know, one of his hearers, neither do I 
attend the church of Bradford, as frequently 
as I wiſh, becauſe I cannot ſee, with indif- 
ference, that ſacred and venerable place con- 
verted into a conventicle by Mr. Croſſe, who, 
no doubt, thinks he has a right to fay in it 
whatever he pleaſes, becauſe he purchaſed it. 

X But, 
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But, on Sunday the 17th of June laſt, Mr. At- 
kinſon having laid aſide, for a ſhort time, his 
ſpiritual labours, that he might give himſelf 
up, without interruption. to the more pleaſing 
duties of his new ſtation, I became, by acci- 


dent, or rather, inadvertently, one of Mr. 


Crofle's congregation. On that day, I ob- 
ſerved that, after preſenting you with two 
ſtriking pictures of the animal and ſpiritual 
man, drawn by his own ingenious pencil, and 


decorated with all the frightful colours of Me- 


thodiſm, he proceeded, with that candour and 
charity, which diftinguiſh the Chriſtian paſtor, 
to tell you, that * you are all rotten trees, pro- 
digal ſons, and inheritors of hell.” Further to 
increaſe your fears, he declared, with much 
earneſtneſs, that Chriſtianity begins with 
deſpair, and that no man can be a Chriſtian, 
who, has not experienced extreme wretchedneſs.” 


Ir this is a juſt picture of chriſtianity, it is 
more likely to make men fly, with horror, 


from her embraces, than to draw them to her 


by a ſenſe either of her charms, or her utility; 
but, my dear brethren, I pronounce, in the 


face 
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face of mankind, that this is a new, damnable, 
and heretical doctrine, which has no founda- 
tion either in reaſon, or ſcripture. If chriſti- 
anity was deſigned to make us miſerable in 
this world, I ſhould make no ſcruple to affirm 
that it never came from GOD. No, my dear 
brethren, the great Sovereign of the Univerſe, 
whole goodneſs is as boundleſs as his power, 
gave us chriſtianity to make us happy in 
both worlds. With reſpect to religious diſpen- 
ſations, it is heaven's laſt, beſt gift, and he, 
who has received it in his infancy, been edu- 
cated in its principles, and paſſed his life in 
conformity to its directions, far from experi- 
encing either wretchedneſs or deſpair, has 
abundant reaſon to be chearful, contented, 
and happy. Such, my dear brethren, is the 
influence of chriſtianity on good men. With 
reſpect to the bad, the great Phyſician of Souls 
benevolently offers it them as an antidote 
againſt de/parr: for it is the uniform language 
of ſeripture, that the worſt of ſinners, if they 
ſincerely repent of their crimes, and manifeſt 
their repentance by a correſpondent courſe of 


X 2 life, 
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life, will be forgiven, and, finally, made 
happy. 


Bor, my dear brethren, Mr. Croſſe attri- 
buted the wretchedneſs and deſpair, which at- 
tend the profeſſors of chriſtianity, in a great 
meaſure, to Adam's fin; the dreadful conſe- 
quences of which, he affirmed, extended to 
| you and all his poſterity. But theſe dreadful 
conſequences exiſt only in his own imagina- 
tion; for it is the doctrine of the New Teſta- 
ment, that Chriſt has done away theſe conſe- 
- quences by his death, and has thereby made 
=. ſufficient ſacrifice, oblation, and ſatisfaction 
for the fins of the whole world.” And be- 
lieve me, my dear brethren, that, at the day 
of judgment, you will no more be called to 
account for the ſins of Adam than for thoſe 
of the IMPERIAL CATHERINE, Empreſs 
of all the Ruſſias. 


Bor, when he had brought you to a ſtate 
of danger and deſpair, what remedy had this 
ingenious LQxack (for every Methodiſt is a 
| quack 1 in religion) to reſtore you to a ſtate of 
ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual health and ſalvation? The nol 
he recommended was the obedvence of faith, but 
unaccompanied with what common Chriſtians 
would have thought a neceſſary ingredient, 
the obedience of good works. 


Bur he inſinuated that this was unne- 
ceſſary; for he added (I repeat his own words) 
“ That the obedience of faith is as much ſu- 
perior to the obedience of good works, as the 
works of the creation are to thoſe of the moſt 
ingenious artiſt,” Here, my dear brethren, 
your benevolent doctor has diſcloſed to you 
his favourite medicine, the anodyne which 
compoſes all his fears; but, though it is admi- 
rably adapted to his own ſpiritual habit and 
conſtitution, I doubt much, whether it will 
prove either ſafe, or ſalutary to yours. Mr. 
Croſſe naturally prefers the obedienceof faith, 
becauſe it coſts little, and the ſacrifice it re- 
quires is ſmall. It requires only internal af- 
ſent; whereas the obedience of works woul, 
check his ſelfiſh and avaricious appetites, i | 
due his ruling paſſion, (the love of money) an 
make him, not only in appearance, but in 

reality, 
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reality, an honeſt man. Hinc illæ lachryme! 
Hence his averſion to a doctrine that is to him 
equally unpalatable, and difficult of digeſtion.* 


You ſage inſtructor concluded with in- 
forming you, That a very great and good 
man has obſerved, that Chriſtianity is full of 
paradox.” To what great and good man he 
alluded I know not, but am inclined to think 
it was John Weſley, not only becauſe I have 
ſeen the ſame obſervation in his writings, but 


becauſe 


* IT is not improbable that by the word Chriftian Mr. 
Croſſe meant a Methodiſt, as he conſiders the Methodiſts as 
the only true Chriſtians. If he did, his doctrine muſt be 
allowed, in ſome meaſure, to be juſt; becauſe moſt Me- 
thodiſts, previous to their converſion, having been profligate 
ſinners, muſt, of courſe, have experienced ſome degree of 
wretchedneſs. Mr. Croſſe himſelf, during the ſhort time 
he was in trade, was conſidered as one of the greateſt rakes 
within the bills of mortality; and, no doubt, in conſequence 
of this conduct, felt much uneaſineſs and remorſe, but was 
happily relieved and brought back from a ſtate of wretched- 
neſs and deſpair by the pious admonitions and conſolatory 
doctrine of John Weſley, who required of him no other 
atonement for his crimes than the obedience of faith and a 


warm attachment to the religion and intereſts of the taber- 
nacle, | 
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becauſe I know your worthy Vicar conſiders 
John as one of the greateſt characters that has, 
for ages, illuminated this lower and benighted 
World. But, from whatever mouth this de- 
claration iſſued, I make no ſcruple to pro- 
nounce it a ſcandalous libel upon Chriſtianity. 

The word paradox, in its juſt acceptation, ſig- 
nifies a contradiction: but, my dear brethren, 
the religion of Jeſus Chriſt has no contra- 
dictions. If it had, it would not have been 
approved of, for upwards of ſeventeen hun- 
dred years, by the concurring reaſon of man- 
kind. It has, indeed, my/teries of high and ſa- 
cred import, which our finite underſtanding 
cannot comprehend, (neither is it neceſlary to 
our preſent happineſs that we ſhould) but 
which will hereafter be unfolded to our view, 
and diſplay one uniform, magnificent plan of 
united power, wiſdom, and benevolence to 
mankind, not debaſed either by paradox or 
_ contradiction, which will excite our wonder, 


gratitude, and praiſe, through an eternity. * 
ages and of bliſs. 


Bor, 
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Bor, my dear brethren, your learned paſtor 
on this, as on other occaſions, attempted to 
| ſupport his doctrine by the introduction of 
Bomilies, articles, and creeds. It certainly be- 
comes us to receive with reverence theſe re- 
poſitories of the doctrines of the church; but 
it is my duty to inform you that theſe are all 
the work of fallible, uninſpired men, and are 
no further intitled either to your obedience, or 
attention, than they are ſupported both by the 
letter and fpirit of the New Teſtament. If 
they differ from this, and they certainly do, if 
they countenance, in any degree, the abomi- 
nable doctrine above-mentioned, they are to 
de difregarded, in this inſtance, as teaching for 
doctrines the commandmenis of men. But why, 
my dear brethren, drink at the diftant, muddy 
ſtream, when, by the goodneſs of Gop, you 
may refort to the pure fountain of Chriſtianity 
and truth? | 


I 8#ALL conclude with a few remarks on 
the proper obſervation of the ſabbath. Mr. 
Atkinſon, Mr. Croſſe's fellow labourer in the 
vineyard of Methodiſm, has frequently told 


YOu, 
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you, That the ſabbath is ſet apart for divine 
purpoſes, that it is to be wholly employed in 
religious exerciſes ;—in ſearching the ſcrip- 
tures, in prayer, and meditation.” This aſſer- 
tion, my dear brethren, is not warranted by 
ſcripture. The great Author of our faith, who 
foreſaw that attempts would be made by ig- 
norant and enthuſiaſtic preachers to miſlead 
mankind in this important article, has be- 
nevolently informed us, that the ſabbath 
was made for man, and not man for the ſab 
bath.” He does not require us to ſacrifice to 
it our temporal welfare, or even the innocent 
comforts and enjoyments of life. I know 
nothing, my dear brethren, of the religion of 
John Weſley, but I will venture to affirm from 
much better authority, the religion of Jeſus 
Chriſt, that, if you begin and end this day 
with devout prayer to your Creator, attend 
the ſervice of the church with a proper frame 
of mind, you may devote the remainder of it, 
without fin, to chearful converſation, and the 
innocent enjoyment of your friends and fa- 
milies. Many of you, my dear brethren, are 

Y confined 
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confined, fix days in the week, to the buſineſs 
of the loom, and have no other but this, in 
which you can breathe the freſhneſs of the air, 
enjoy the pleaſures of the ſeaſons, and ſurvey 
the riches of the creation, which the common 
Father of mankind has diſplayed as much for 
your benefit and enjoyment, as that either of 
his prieſts, or prelates. I know not in what 
manner Mr. Atkinfon paſſes this ſacred day. 
He has ſix days allowed him for his amuſe- 
ments and worldly occupations, and faithfully 
devotes them to theſe purpoſes, and, therefore, 
can well afford, if he is ſo diſpoſed, to dedicate 
the remaining one to retirement and medita- 
tion. But this man, who 1s an epicure in plea- 
ſure, would, with the auſterity of a Monk, 
convert a day, which the bounty of Provi- 
dence has given you for a day of reſt and re- 
freſhment, into a day of penance and mortifi- 
cation. And for what good or ſalutary pur- 
poſe? That you may ſearch the ſcriptures — 
My dear brethren, with the myſteries of re- 
ligion, you have nothing to do; and the 
common duties of * by the goodneſs of 


_ Gop, 
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Go, are written in ſuch legible characters, 
that he that runs may read them, 4 


Y 2 You 


t On Sunday the 24th of July, Mr. Atkinſon, with great 
ingenuity, divided the Inhabitants of Bradford into three 
parts, one of which, he affirmed, never attended the ſervice 
of the church; another part, he ſaid, did attend, but it was 
merely from faſhion and habit; and the third, he obſerved, 
might do it from principles of piety and devotion. But he 
aſked, with much emphaſis, whether among theſe there are 
ten righteous, ten who worſhip Gop in ſpirit and in truth. 
I will not take upon me to ſolve this problem, but I will 
venture to affirm, that if he and the Vicar are righteous, they 
are all ſo; for I do not know a manufacturer of tolerable 
character in the Town of Bradford, who, for the laſt five 
years, has not conducted himſelf with more Honeſiy than the 
one, or diſcharged the duties of his particular ſtation with 
more propriety and decency than the other. 


Ir Mr. Atkinſon means that of thoſe who profeſs them - 
ſelves members of the church, one third does not attend the 
ſervice of it, the charge is totally falſe; for there are no 
people in the kingdom more regular in their attendauce on 
divine worſhip: but, if he alludes to the Diſſenters, Who 

canſtitute, at leaſt, one third of the inhabitants, the olſec- 
vation is as illiberal as it is ridiculous; for it cannot be ex- 
pected that theſe men will quit the religion of their fathers 
for the ſweet flowers of Mr. Atkinſon, or the new dictrine 
and Methodiſtical horrors of John Croſſe. 
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You know well the peculiar duties of your 
ſtation, and want neither the admonitions of 
Mr. Atkinſon, nor the example of Mr. Crofle, 
to teach you to be 7u/t and true in all your 
dealings, and to diſcharge every truſt repoſed 
in you with fidelity and truth. But, my dear 
brethren, theſe men ſay and do not: they lay 
upon you burthens heavy and grievous to be 
borne, whilſt they themſelves will not touch 
them with one of their fingers. But do not 
be perſuaded that, to acquire the kingdom of 
heaven, you- muſt lead a life of miſery and 
wretchedneſs upon earth. The profeſſion and 
practice of Chriſtianity, my dear brethren, is 
no way incompatible with rational and inno- 
cent amuſements. The great Author of our 
nature has not ſurrounded us with bleſſings, 
and ſpread before us a delicious banquet, that 
we ſhould turn from it with ſullenneſs or diſ- 
guſt, but expects us to receive it with grati- 
tude, and enjoy it with moderation. The 
Founder of our religion never inculcated un- 
neceſſary ſeverity, but condeſcended to pro- 
mote, by his own example, innocent feſtivity 
and domeſtic happineſs; and, what is remark- 

able, 
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able, reproved the Phariſees for the very ſame 
attention to trifles, and the ſame affectation of 


ſuperior holineſs, which diſtinguiſh the ts 
ples of John Weſley, 


Azovz all, my dear brethren, be not led by 
theſe men to think unworthily of the greateſt 
and beſt of Beings, the Author and Giver of 
every good gift. You are perpetually told 
that Jeſus is your creator and preſerver, and 
that you are indebted to him for every earthly 
comfort and enjoyment. Theſe men' ſeem to 
have baniſhed the Creator from his world; or 
to have reduced him to a ſtate of inferiority 
and dependence. But, my dear brethren, 
however things may vary here below, I have 
not yet heard that a revolution has taken place 
in the realms above. Rebellious angels once 
attempted it, but did not ſucceed. Beſides, I 
cannot conſider it as one of the rights of men 
(however extenſive they ate deemed at pre- 
ſent) to depole the great Sovereign of the 
Univerſe, and to place on his throne his only- 
begotten Son. I have as much reverence for 
(ms Mediator between God and man, the Man 
_ Chriſt 
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Chriſt Jeſus (I uſe the apoſtle's words) as any 
Methodiſt upon earth; but I cannot be pre- 
vailed on to give to another, however glorious 
and exalted he may be, the homage exclu- 
ſively due to the only true God. 


BzsipESs, Chriſt himſelf, when requeſted to 
worſhip another, emphatically declared, Thou 
ſhalt worſhip the Logp thy Gop, and him 
only ſhalt thou ſerve. F 


Bur, my dear brethren, not only in this, but 
in every thing, avoid the doctrine of the Me- 
thodiſts, if you wiſh either to enjoy happineſs 
in this world, or to ſecure your ſalvation in 


the other. That you may ſee in their true 
light theſe men, | 


Who, to be ſhunn'd, need only to be 1 
I have 


+ Ms. Arkixsom frequently ſtops in the midſt of his 
diſcourſe to offer up a prayer to Feſus. I ſhall make no 
remark on the impropriety of introducing prayers into ſer- 
mons, but cannot help thinking that they may, with more 
propriety, be addreſſed to the Supreme Being ; becauſe Chriſt, 
when requeſted by his diſciples to teach them how to pray, 
directed them to addreſs their ſupplications, not to him, but 


to their FATHER and his FATHER, to their God and his 
Gon», 
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I have ſubjoined, for your peruſal, a few re- 
marks written by one well acquainted with the 
principles and conduct of this dangerous, de- 
luded, and deluding ſect. I recommend them 
to your ſerious conſideration; and am, with 


ſincere wiſhes for your happineſs, both tem- 
poral and eternal, 


Your devoted humble ſervant, 


BRADFORD, Yenromne, TRIM. 
Sept. 21, 1791. { | 


REMARKS 
| ON 
THE CONDUCT AND DOCTRINES 
OF 


THE METHODISTS, 


8 FRG > 
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GENERAL POLICY 
3 


THE METHODIS TS. 


_—_—— 


—— 


— 


Tux Methodiſts are a ſingular phænome- 
non in the religious world. They ſtand up as 
a particular ſect, but, at the ſame time, re- 
ceive into their boſom people of very dif- 
ferent perſuaſions, all retaining their original 
profeſſions. Their principles are neither libe- 
ral or tolerant, and yet perſons of the moſt op- 
polite ſentiments unite in this ſociety. When 


———_—_— — 


other ſectaries ſeparated from the church, their 


firſt ſtep was to poſſeſs their followers with an 
averſion to the mother church, and, in a 
ſtubborn and headſtrong humour, to tear aſun- 
der all the. ties that formed the original con- 
nection. In conſequence, the ſpirit of party 


broke out; mutual antipathy took place; each 
ſide became armed with jealouſy and hatred; 


and every avenue was earefully guarded, on 
either 


„„ T. 


2 
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either ſide, againſt all future intercourſe or 
connection. Quite different, and much more 
perfect has been the policy of the Methodiſts. 
Hurried on by no violence, they have ſtolen 
in upon the prejudices, and, without alarm- 
ing, have inſinuated themſelves into the hearts 
of mankind. They continue to frequent the 
ordinances of their ſeveral original ſocieties, 
and adhere, without ſcruple, to all their 
forms *. Thus living upon good terms with 
their former brethren, they have an opportu- 
nity of conciliating their favour and good 
opinion; and, by affecting ſuperior holineſs, 
they have a claim alſo to their reſpect and 
admiration. Hence, in a great meaſure, their 
ſucceſs in making proſelytes, and the rapid 
progreſs made by this ſect for the laſt twenty 
years. 

| 4 _ ARTFUL' 
5 Brsinzs the' Mcthodifts are allowed to attend the ſer⸗ 
vice of the church, provided they attend the meetings of the 
ſociety at the uſual hours. This is another inſtance: of 
good policy; for, by mixing with the members of the 
church, they run no riſque of being drawn back from Me- 
thodiſm, which they conſider as the height of religious 
perſection; but they frequently ſucceed in drawing the 
members of the church to the purer — and more 
certain ſalvation of the tabernacle. 


170 | APPENDIX. 


ARTFUL CONDUCT. 
OF 


JOHN WESLEY. 


— ——__———_— 


— >a. 


Tre is an appearance of Enthuſiaſm 
among the Methodiſts, but every meaſure, in 
which the intereſts of the ſociety are involved, 
is conducted with the moſt cool circumſpec- 
tion and wary prudence. Every art is re- 
ſorted to, every expedient tried for the ho- 
nourable purpoſe of enſnaring the credulous. 
Honeſty, good ſenſe, knowledge, and charac- 
ter, are all ſacrificed to this favourite object. 
The journal of Mr. Weſley illuſtrates and 
confirms this obſervation. You ſee there a 
man of good ſenſe and ſome knowledge re- 
tailing ſtories and anecdotes full of fa//ehood 
and abſurdity, which no man of common ſenſe 
can give credit to, or read with patience ; but 
they are all RO calculated to ſuit the 

underſtanding 
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underſtanding, and influence the paſſions of 
his followers . The religion of Jeſus owed 
nothing to the prejudices or the paſſions of 
mankind; but the religion of John Weſley is 
indebted to theſe for every advantage it has 
gained, every victory it has acquired. 


Z. 2 CHANGE 


* Talibus inſidiis, perjurique arte Sinonis 
Credita res; captique dolis, lachrymiſque coat. 


*T was by the craft of this fallacious SINON, 
His groans and feigned tears, that men were led 


To ſwallow the ſtrange tale. 


* * CF ids ttt Lf e 8 8 SIN And. y 
— — —_—" N 88 - nf (Se + Ati r „ e r N 
Ron ar; 8+ 21 1 228 A. AR x * 4 Cy * 2 ; IPD "SIE ? © = 81 Rl ö PR. - 
' 1 G . | £ : 
N 2% 


172 APPENDIX. | 


| CHANGE OF PREACHERS 
A GREAT SUPPORT OF 


METHODISM. 


— 


* 
+ * 


= 4A 


Ix other religious ſocieties the ſervice i is per- 
formed by a ſtated ahd regular Paſtor. But 
however eloquent he may be, of whatever 
extenſive knowledge, or laborious induſtry, 


when people are once become familiar with 


his manner, addreſs, and uſual ſtile of preach- 
ing, theſe attractions loſe their force, having 
no longer novelty to recommend them. They 
may regard him as a man, love him as a 
friend, and honour him as a good example; 
and, on theſe accounts, may wiſh for his con- 
tinuance amongſt them. Vet, in a numerous 
aſſembly, there are always many who wiſh to 
hear ſome new doctrine; or, at leaſt, to be 
entertained after a new manner. Here the 
Methodiſts have every advantage. The at- 
tention of the fickle, the giddy, and the weak, 
is conſtantly attracted by a ſucceſſion of new 

Preachers; 
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Preachers; ſome one or other of whom is 
perpetually entertaining them with ſomething 
new. Thus the itching ears are continually 
tickled; and theſe good people, like the 
Athenians, are, every day, ſceing or hearing 
* new I 


likewiſe, the Vicar of Bradford has imitated his. divine 
maſter. He has eſtabliſhed a ſueceſſion of performers for 
the nightly aſſembly of the ſaints in the church of Bradford, 
conſiſting of himſelf, Mr. Atkinſon, Mr. Sedgewick, Mr. 
Wade, Mr. Ogden, and Mr. Booth ; a bright conſtellation, 
which includes all the genius and all the true piety that is 
to be met with within ſeven miles of the town of Bradford. 
I have no abjeQion ta theſe goſpel preachers (as they ſtile 
themſelves) entertaining the people alternately with a diſ- 
play of their eloquence, but cannot help wiſhing that they 
would refpe& the church, as well as the laws of their coun- 
try ſo far as to confine themſelves to the uſe of the Pfalms, 
as ſet forth by authority, and not profane this holy place 
by introducing uns, containing the doctrines and my- 
ſteries of Methodiſm.—But what would the late Vicar 
have thought of ſuch conduct and ſuch innovations? That 
worthy and venerable man, who, both from piety and princi- 
ple, was attached to the church of England, would ſooner 
have ſuffered martyrdom than have put the church of Brad- 
ford under the juriſdiction of John Weſley, and permitted 
it to be converted into a meeting- houſe for the honourable 
purpoſe of extending through the country-the doctrines and 
influence of the tabernacle, 
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METHODISTS 


HAVE THEIR 


PLAY-HOUSE. 
— 


'T uxsx prudent people are provided with 


a long catalogue of anecdotes, experiences, 


| viſions, miraculous interpoſitions, &c. than 


which nothing can be better calculated for 
attracting the attention of weak and deluded 
men. The managers of our theatres, when 
the attention of the Public begins to flag, fre- 
quently have recourſe to pantomimes, tumblers, 
dancers, and ſuch things, for the purpoſe of 
drawing company. On the ſame principle, 
and with the ſame delign, are the various 
entertainments provided at the tabernacle. It 
is all amuſement at the bottom. Carry the 
ſame people to church, and lay before them 
the moſt important duties of life, they 
feel no intereſt in what you ſay, they enjoy 
no pleaſure: but carry them to the taberna- 

cle, 
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cle, entertain them with things miraculous and 
improbable ; things that have not the ſmalleſt 
tendency to make them either wiſer or better, 
they are in their element ; they are delighted, 
tranſported, raviſhed. Now where is the dif- 
ference between going to the theatre and fre- 
quenting the tabernacle? The great object is 
to raiſe the paſſions in both. Some prefer 
ſcenes which call forth the tears of tender- 
neſs and compaſſion: others, leſs ſenſible and 
humane, delight in ſubjects that will awaken 
their fears, and make their hair ſtand erect 
with horror and amazement. It is the pre- 
vailing temper that determines whether you 
go to the play-houſe in Moorfields, or the 
more rational, and leſs dangerous, theatres of 
Drury and Covent-Garden.“ 


HOPES 


* HENCE we may account, in ſome degree, for the ho- 
ſtility of the Methodiſts to the eſtabliſhed theatres: they 
either conſider them as rival theatres, or think them totally 
unneceſſary, as they have play-houſes of their own, in moſt 


towns of England, open for the diverſon and improvement 
of the people. | | 
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HOPES OF PREFERMENT | 
MAKES MANY 


METHODISTS. 
— 


No ſooner does a perſon commence Me- 
thodiſt, than he may hope to aſcend, through 
the ſeveral gradations of the ſociety, to the 
honourable and no leſs profitable diſtinction 
of Travelling Preacher. For, as learning and 
good ſenſe are no way eſſential to prefer- 


ment, a door is opened for the admiſſion of 


the moſt ignorant and illiterate. Here, then, 
is a wide field for every active and ambitious 
man. For, though fit for nothing elſe, by a 
moderate ſhare of diligence, a good front, and 
a proper initiation into the current language 
and eant phraſe of the tabernacle, they may, 
in a ſhort time, be qualified to appear with 
applauſe in the high character of itinerant 
teachers, Other religious ſocieties have no 
bait of this kind to hold out to their proſe- 

lytes. 


5 
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lytes. They have no preferment to beſtow. 
Their members, muſt, therefore, reſt con- 
tented with the humble and unprofitable ſta- 
tion of hearers; or deſert to the tabernacle, 
as they frequently do, ſeduced by the proſpect 


of honours and emolument, * 


Aa METHO- 
* THe extraordinary character for piety and learning 
which the preachers of this ſet beſtow on each other, con- 
tributes not a little to extend their influence and popularity, 
We have a remarkable inſtance of this in Mr. Croſſe and 
his Curate. Mr. Atkinſon never ſpeaks of his maſter with- 
out repreſenting him as one of the moſt virtuous and d= 
tereſted, as well as one of the moſt learned men of the age. 
In turn Mr. Croſſe never fails to repreſent his pious bro- 
ther as a great Divine, and an accompliſhed ſcholar, who re- 
flects honour on the Country that produced, and the Uni- 
verſity which educated him. This puts me in mind of 
Sheridan's Jeu d' Eſprit 


On the Reciprocal Blandiſpments of Mr. Hayley and Miſs Seward. +» | 


« Tickle me, ſays Mr. Hayley, 
Tickle me, Miſs Seward, do 
Depend upon't, then 1 Il not fail ye, 
But, in my turn, will zic&/e you, 
To it then they fall a-tickling— 
Sur. Fir, your Poems are divine! 
Hz. Madam, I'll aver it, without tickling, 
© You alone are all the NINE !? 


« So have I ſeen, great Dr. Graham, 
Two frowning Porters at thy door, 
Whoſe very fierceneſs did betray 'em, 
And ſhew their want of heart the more. 
Yet have they. been fo dizen'd out, 
So ſ:eming of their courage jealous 
As, to perſuade the rabble rout 
They both were moſt TREMENDOUS FELLOWS.” 
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METHODISTS 


HAVE A 


GOSPEL OF THEIR OWN. 


— ů 


Tur Goſpel of the Methodiſts is an unde- 
ſcribable ſomething. We can eaſily ſay what 
it is not, but cannot ſo eaſily define what it 
1s. If we take our ſenſe of it from the com- 
mon ' ſtrain of their preaching, it is ſome rant 
about faith and grace, and inward light, in- 


terlarded with ſlices of hell and damnation. 
| We know too that it is ſomething very averſe 


to morality. In their cant and hacknied phraſe 
they talk of go/þel and moral preachers f. The 
| | latter 


+ Tat Reader will recolle& that, when the Vicar of 
Bradford declared Mr. Baldwyn unfit for an eccleſiaſtical 
office, he beſtowed on him the ſcandalous appellation of 
moral preacher. So true, and ſtaunch, on all occaſions, is 
this great man to the doctrines of the tabernacle! Yet 
Mr. Baldwyn is not aſhamed of the appellation, becauſe he 

| conceives 
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latter is always with them a term of reproach, 
and the other the higheſt compliment they 
can beſtow on their teachers. With them, 
faith is to do every thing, and good works are 
unneceſſary. © Yet none ever preached good 
works ſo much as our Saviour, or laid ſo par- 
ticular a ſtreſs upon them; It is man's certain 
duty to perform them, and Gop will aſſign 
them what merit and reward he thinks pro- 
per. But the Methodiſts have diſcovered a 
ſhorter way to heaven, a new road, which is 
much ſmoother and better adapted to all kinds 
of ſinners. Hence many, who have ſpent 
Aa 2 


conceives that the deſign of the Author of Chriſtianity, both 
in condeſcending to viſit himſelf this lower world, and in 
giving us precepts for the regulation of our lives, was to 
reform and puriſy the morals of mankind. In his opinion, 
a religion (if he may uſe a law term) that does not attach 
to the morals of the people, cannot come from a God of 
purity ; but, if it comes from any ſpirit, muſt come from 
the ſpirit of darkneſs and deluſion. If Mr. Croſſe thinks him 
wrong in this opinion, Mr. Baldwyn hopes he will make 
allowance for his infirmities; for he has no inward light, no 
feelings to be his unerring guide in theſe matters, but is 
obliged to truſt to that ſmall portion of reaſon, which the 
gracious Father of Mankind has beſtowed on him in com- 
mon with the reſt of his creatures, 
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the beſt part of their lives in the violation of 
the moſt important duties of the goſpel, diſ- 
honeſt, luſtful, and treacherous, have, in the 
decline of life, taken ſhelter under the ſafe 
and broad covering of FAITH. 


For here the diſhoneft find eaſe for their 
conſciences without either the ſhame, or ex- 
pence of re/itution 4; the luſtful is reconciled 
to his vices, without being put to the diſ- 
agreeable neceſſity of forſaking them; and 
men may ſafely indulge their appetites of 
every kind, ſince they have prudently put 
themſelves under the protection of FAITH, 
who, by a charm peculiar to herſelf, ſilences 
the ſtill voice of reaſon, and huſhes to peace 
and tranquillity the ſonder clamours of a 
troubleſome and rebellious conſcience. F 


+ The Reader will obſerve that ręſtitution makes no part 
of the Methodiſts' creed: he will not, therefore, wonder at 
Mr. Croſſe's not practiſing it; as, by ſuch conduct, he 
violates no article of his religion. 


1 Ir the Reader wiſhes to be acquainted with the lateſt 
improvements in Methodiſm, I beg leave to refer him 
to a very valuable publication, that has juft appeared, in- 

titled, 
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titled, Deep Things of God, or Milk and Strong Meat, ſuited 
to the different Stomachs of Babes, Young Men, and Fathers 
in Chriſt, by Sir Richard Hill, Bart, For a faithfal and 
intereſting account of the life, adventures, and religious 
opinions of this great Defender of the Faith, ſee © a Letter 
to Sir Richard Hill, by a Burgeſs of — third edition, 
printed for Debrett.“ 
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SINGULAR TASTE 
OF 


THE METHODISTS. 


'Trz parts of ſcripture, in which they take 
the moſt delight, are the Song of Solomon, 

the Revelation, the darker parts of the pro- 
phets and epiſtles, and ſuch paſſages as allow 
the imaginatien to frolic at will, and where 
the fancy may ſport without reſtraint F. The 
more obſcure the ſubject is, and the leſs re- 
ligion it contains, the more ingenuity does it 
require to extract good doctrine from it, and 


the 


© I have obſerved the Vicar of Bradford more than once 
take his text from Solomon's Song, and ſpiritualize the carnal 
part of it with tolerable ingenuity. The Vicar believes it 
to be a repreſentation of the godly union betwixt Chriſt 
and his church, though it has been pronounced by every 
learned man in Europe to be a paſtoral, in which Solomon 
celebrates the charms of his miſireſt. I could ſelect verſes 


from it in which à certain act is deſcribed with as much 


accuracy 
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the more wonder does it raiſe in a gaping and 
illiterate multitude. By the well- contrived 
alembic of Methodiſm, they can Hpiritualixe 
every thing; and they can find a great num- 
ber of important truths, and much holy doc- 
trine, where the writer had only a literal 
meaning, which every candid and unpre- 
judiced mind can diſcover on the firſt reading. 


METHODISTS 


accuracy and high colouring, as in Mr. Atkinſon's cele- 
brated lines | 
“She kiſs'd me, twas pleaſure divine, 
As ſoftly her boſom did riſe 
«© In motions alternate to mine, &c.“ 


Ir may not be improper to add, that The Fair Circaſſian 
of Croxall is little more than Solomon's Song modernized 
and cloathed with verſe. This is a favourite book at both 
the univerſities ; and I am forry to obſerve that I know but 
one book which has done more miſchief among the youth of 
both ſexes. The tender- hearted brothers and ſiſters of the 
tabernacle, I make no doubt, are well acquainted with both. 
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METHODISTS 
© EASILY CONQUER THE DEVIL. 


8 


1 8 


WI hear daily of people, who, after ſome 
pretended ſtruggles, and a few qualms of con- 
ſcience, give out that they have obtained de- 
liverance from the devil, and are now aſ- 
ſured of eternal happineſs. The matter, it 
ſeems, is ſoon brought to a concluſion. The 
battle does not laſt long. After a pretty ſharp 
conflict, the whole buſineſs of repentance is 
ſettled, and the child of the devil, in a mo- 
ment, in the twinkling of an eye, is tranſ- 
formed into a child of Gop, and becomes, of 
courſe, an inheritor of the kingdom of 
heaven. And this ſtorm once over, all is 
es huſhed 

* Tyar Mr. Croſſe's victory over the Devil was com- 
| plete, and did honour to the ingenuity and courage of John 
Weſley, I am ready to admit. Mr. Weſley found Jack 
Croſſe, as Harcourt ſays of Zack Moody, in the play, A 


well · dreſſed, high-ſpirited, prodigal town rake; and, by a 
kind 
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huſhed into a moſt profound calm. Aſſured 
of future happineſs, they now glide down the 
ſtream of Time, feeling only, now and then, a 
few light ſhocks, and this not for themſelves, 
but for their unhappy brethren, whom they 
have left behind in a wicked and benighted 
world. But what advantages do theſe men 
really obtain by their boaſted victory and tri- 
umph over the devil? Do they acquire a more 
chriſtian temper; or are they more ſerene, 
tranquil, and happy? You may, perhaps, 
hear more groans, ſee them more gloomy and 

B b moroſe 


kind of Hocus Pocus, transformed him, in an inſtant, to a 
plain, meek, œconomical ſaint.” I know that Mr. Croſle's 
converſion is conſidered as a ftanding miracle among the 
ſaints, and is attributed to the operation of the ſpirit, and a 
certain portion of :nward /ight conveyed into him by John 
Weſley; but I think it may be accounted for on the com- 
mon principle and more intelligible doctrine of eauſes and 
effects. Mr. Croſſe had felt, in various ways, the bad con- 
ſequences of a gay and voluptuous life: after having paſſed 


Per varies Caſus, per tot diſcrimina Rerum, 
he, at laft, by the aſſiſtance of John Weſley, ſteered his 
ſhattered veſſel into the ſafe and capacious harbour of Me- 
thodiſm ;—Statio gratiſſima Mergis, a warm comfortable 


ſituation, to which wild fowl, of every ſpecies and every 
denomination, naturally reſort, 
F x , 


— 
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moroſe in their conduct, more uncandid and 
uncharitable in their ſentiments; but you will 
diſcover nothing of that ſweetneſs of temper, 
or that humility of heart that we expect to 
find in the meek and humble followers of 


Jeſus; and this may eaſily be accounted for, 
for 


METHODISM 


MAKES NO MATERIAL CHANGE IN 
THE LIFE OF ITS PROFESSORS. 


Has the religion of the Methodiſts made 
any improvement in their diſpoſition, or con- 
duct? If they were formerly covetous, are 
they become liberal? If peeviſh, are they 
more contented and reſigned? If paſſionate, 
have they learned to ſubdue their paſſions ? 
And, if cenſorious, are they now become cha- 
ritable? Genuine and unaffected religion muſt 
transform the whole maſs. It is a ſacred leaven 
that will leaven the whole lump. But apply 
this to the Methodiſts, you will find in them, 
in general, the ſame tempers, the ſame diſpo- 

ſition, 
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ſition, no way altered or improved. Keen, 
rapacious, ſcarcely honeft in their dealings, 
with their eyes lifted up to heaven, their 
hearts remain fixed upon the earth, where 
their treaſure ſtill lies. In dealing with them, 
it requires no ſmall knowledge and attention 
to guard againſt being cheated, and over- 
reached. You will find among them as much 
craft, as many inſtances of prevarication and 
fraud, as among other men, equally inclined 
to ſhuffling and evaſion, and much more 
praQtiſed in all the little, low arts of cunning 
and deceit, | 1 
B b 2 METHO- 


t Mx. Crosse's conduct, as developed in the preceding 
pages, confirms this obſervation, aud will furniſn the Public 
with an excellent comment on the words of the text. 


— 
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METHODISM 


ONLY 


POPERY IN DISGUISE. 


— — 


Tar ſpirit of popery pervades every part 
of this ſyſtem. The Methodiſts do not, in- 
deed, maintain the doctrine of purgatory, in- 
terceſſion of ſaints, and ſeveral other ridiculous 
tenets. But theſe are harmleſs abſurdities, 
that ſerve men to laugh at, but do little injury 
to morals. But the Roman Catholics ſay, that 
there is no ſalvation without the pale of their 
church; ſo, in effect, ſay the Methodiſts. The 
Catholics maintain, that the Pope has a power 
to pardon fins. The Methodiſts ſay, * join 
us, and you are ſure of forgiveneſs.” On the 
ſtrength of the abſolution of a prieſt, the Ca- 
tholics have a perfect confidence of obtaining 
everlaſting happineſs; and, on the ſtrength of 


ſome 
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ſome inward feeling, and the declaration of 
their teachers, theſe deluded people, with equal 
arrogance and preſumption, aſſure themſelves 
of heaven. It is no wonder, then, to find 
perſons of the moſt abandoned characters 
greedily embracing ſuch doctrine. With a 
great deal of outward ſhow, and ſome ſmall 
ſacrifices, they procure eaſe for their con- 
ſciences, whilſt they are permitted to retain 
the ſame manners, the ſame temper, without 
either the labour of repentance, or any mate- 
rial change of life or converſation. 


METHO- 


* BosWELL, in his Life of Johnſon, tells us, that ſpeak- 
ing of the inward light, to which the Methodifts pretended, 
he ſaid, © It was a principle utterly incompatible with ſo- 
cial or civil ſecurity. If a man, ſaid he, pretends to a 
principle of action, of which I can know nothing, nay, not 
ſo much as that he has it, but only that he pretends to it 
how can I tell what that perſon may be prompted to do? 
When a perſon profeſſes to be governed by a written, aſ- 
certained law, I can then know where to find him.“ 


War Hudibras ſays of the fanatics of a former age, 
who, alſo, had their inward light, may, with propriety, be 
applied to the Methodiſts. They 


« Have lights, where better eyes are blind, 
« As pigs are ſaid to ſee the wind.“ 
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MISREPRESENT GOD. 


Tuxv bring down the Supreme Being to 
their own narrow and uncharitable ſentiments, 
and repreſent him as partial, vindictive, and 
delighting in puniſhment. Look at their 
countenances as they go to the houſe of 


prayer. No joy, no pleaſing hopes are painted 
there; but dejected, dark, and melancholy, 
they no way reſemble the worſhippers of the 


Father of mankind, a Gop of infinite good- 
neſs, the Gop of all comfort and conſolation. 
And this ſpirit, contracted from their narrow 
and falſe notions of the Supreme Being, ex- 
tends to, and overſpreads their intercourſe 
with mankind. Innocent mirth, rational 
amuſements, the pleaſures and comforts of 
ſociety, even to laugh, or ſmile, in the opinion 


of 
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of theſe people are all ſins “. Suppoſe men 
were to worſhip the devil, could they do it 
with countenances more gloomy, or hearts 
more contracted? Such diſmal worſhippers 
feel no happineſs, no joy, no pleaſing pro- 
ſpects. If joy be within, it cannot be long 
concealed. It will ſparkle in the eyes, it will 

illuminate 


* Ms. CRossE in this, as well as every other article of 
his creed, ſtrictly adheres to the doctrines of the taberna- 
cle; for in his diſcourſe, laſt Good Friday, to demonſtrate 
the impropriety and ſinfulneſs of mirth, he informed his 
congregation that Jeſus never laughed. But how does he 
know that? He will ſay, perhaps, becauſe the Evangeliſts have 
not recorded it. But have the Evangeliſts recorded every 
action of his life and change of his countenance from infan- 
cy to youth, and from youth to mankind ? Their employ- 
ment was of a very different kind, and much greater im- 
portance, But what will the world think of a prieſt, who 
amuſes*his pariſhioners with facts, which, probably, never 
happened, and, then, deduces inferences from thence for 
their conduct, which it is impoſſible to allude to without 
ſmiling ?—Beſides, to laugh, is, undoubtedly, one of the 
rights of man, which neither the Grand Monarque in all 
his glory, the Sultan of the Turks, or the greater Catharine 
ever forbid their obſequious ſlaves to exerciſe. But it is 
natural for ſuch men as Mr. Croſſe, Mr. Atkinſon, &c. 
to wiſh us to relinquiſh this right, becauſe they are ſenſible 
that we frequently exerciſe it at their expence. 
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illuminate the countenance. But the Gop of 
the Methodiſts is not the Gop and Father of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Their Gob is the ob- 


je& of fear, not of love. Inſtead of being 


furrounded with mercy, ſympathizing with 
our infirmities, making all gracious allow- 
ances for our imperfections, and rejoicing at 
the return of every repenting prodigal, he is 
repreſented as a tyrant delighting in the 


puniſhment of his weak and helpleſs crea- 


tures, incapable of being moved by any manly 
or rational ſervice, but expecting from his 
ſla ves flattery and fawning, without inter- 
miſſion and without end. No proſpect can 
be more chearleſs and diſcouraging to man. 
Religion, deſigned for the improvement and 


exaltation of our nature, overwhelms us 


with gloomy fears and apprehenſions. Reli- 
gion, which ſhould make man chearful, be⸗ 
cauſe it makes him good, tinges with melan- 
choly all his enjoyments, tears up every plea- 
ſure by the root, and converts the earth, 


which Gop has given us for a comfortable 


abode, 
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. abode, during our exiſtence here, into a vale 
e of mifery and wretchedneſs, * | 
T 3.5 „% 1 THE 
I could not read the following lines of Peter Pindar, - 
in his late publication, The Rights of Kings, without 
thinking of the Methodiſts : 
« But ſome there are, of men I think the worſt, 

cc Poor imps1 unhappy, if they can't be curſt ; 
« For ever brooding over Miſery's eggs, 
c As tho' Life's pleaſure were a deadly ſin; 


Mouſing for ever for a gin , 
« To catch their N. by the legs.” 
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bd 


THE DUTY OF EVERY GOOD MAN 


TO 


EXPOSE METHODISM, 


— — 


— 


— 


SUCH corruptions of religion ought to be 
unmaſked and expoſed; for they are dead 
weights on the progreſs of the goſpel. What 
people of common ſenſe will ever be prevailed 
on to believe that a religion that promotes 
hypocriſy, diſcourages virtue, and is, in many 
reſpects, highly injurious to ſociety; that re- 
quires ſo much human policy, ſo much pious 
fraud for its ſupport, could proceed from a 
Gob of infinite wiſdom, purity, and good- 
neſs? I am ready to admit that it is well cal- 
culated for a certain deſcription of perſons; 
for the ignorant, who know nothing of re- 
ligion; the weak, who are the moſt eaſily im- 
poſed upon; the vain, who have no other way 

to 
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to raiſe themſelves into conſequence; and the 


immoral and unprincipled, who want eaſe for 
a wounded conſcience, and a cloak for a bad 
life. I am ready alſo to admit that the tempt- 
ing offers and eaſy terms of ſalvation, which 
it holds out to all perſons, naturally draw the 
voluptuous and debauched in this ſacred aſy- 
lum, which more reſembles the primitive 
aſylum of Romulus than an aſſembly of chri- 
ſtians, or a ſociety of ſerious and well-diſpoſed 
perſons . I ſhall conclude with a ſketch of a 
ſect of the ſame kind, which was taken many 
years ago; and, as it came from the pencil of 
one who was never deemed uncharitable, and 
el who. 


t Ds. MAxweLL fays, that being, one day, with John- 
ſon, two young women, from Staffordſhire, came to conſult 


him on the ſubject of Methodiſin, to which they were much 


inclined. © Come, (ſaid he) you pretty fools, dine with 
Maxwell and me at the Mitre, and we will talk over that 
ſubject ;** which they did, and, after dinner, he took one of 
them upon his knee, and fondled her for half an hour toge- 
ther.— The Doctor ſeems to have conſidered a propenſity 
to Methodiſm to be nothing more than an inclination to 


love and dalliance, and, accordingly, indulged the pretty 


Feol. 


BeſwelP s Life of Fohnſon, 2 val. 4ta. 
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who was well acquainted with the ſociety al- 
luded to, it is not probable that the * Is 
. either unlike, or overcharged. | 


« THEY compaſs ſea and land to make pro- 
ſelytes, and make them twofold more the 
children of hell than before. They devour 
widows houſes, and, for a pretence, make 
long prayers. They appear outwardly righ- 
teous, but within are full of hypocriſy and 
iniquity. They pay tithe of mint, aniſe, and 
cummin, (the cheap obedience of faith) but 
neglect the weightier matters of the law (the 
obedience of good works). They are blind 
guides, who ſtrain at a gnat, and ſwallow a 
camel. They love to pray ſtanding in the 
corners. of the ſtreets, and in the market- 
Place; and they do all their works to de ſeen 
of men.“ 


Ir is impoſſible to take a view of this pic- 
ture without being ſurpriſed at the ſtriking 
reſemblance that appears between the perſons 
alluded to, and the 1232 of the preſent 


age. 
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1.97” 
age T. Indeed, did we not know that it was 
painted near two thouſand years ago, we 
ſhould take it for granted that it was deſigned 
for them, as it faithfully exhibits their moſt 
ſtriking and characteriſtic trait. But hu- 
man nature is the ſame in all ages; and 
HYPOCRISY, however ſhe may change a 
few articles of her dreſs, remains, in diſpo- 
ſition and manners, unaltered. | 


+ METHoODISM has not been eſtabliſhed much more than 
fifty years in this country: yet an ingenious author is of 
opinion that there are in this kingdom (including Scotland) 
2750 meeting-houſes, and that theſe coſt the nation annu- 
ally three hundred and fifty-ſeven thouſand five hundred 
pounds ; an enormous ſum raiſed (he ſays) on the credulity 
and folly of the lower order of people. But I am inclined 
to think that this calculation is much too high; and fin- 
cerely hope, for the credit of this country, as well as the 
preſent and future happineſs of my fellow-citizens, that the 


one half of this ſym is not expended in ſupport of error and 
fanaticiſm. | 


FINIS. 
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